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202 CHRISTIAN BASICS I 
 

Lessons for Helping New Christians to Grow 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 
You have made the most important decision in life—to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  

Now you have opportunity to grow in Him and become all that Jesus wants you to be. 

 

202 Christian Basics I is the first series of lessons in a two-part discipleship program 

designed to help new Christians better understand their new lives in Christ.  It has 

become part of the regular curriculum at the Calgary Church of Christ, being taught in 

Sunday School classes, small groups, and one-on-one mentoring sessions.  The content 

has been selected so that new believers will be grounded in the most important and basic 

understandings of the Christian faith.  Some of this material you will already know at 

some level, but these lessons will deepen your understanding and knowledge.  From here 

your knowledge of God and understanding of Scripture can develop, taking you down a 

path to Christian maturity. 

 

The lessons begin with the joys and blessings of knowing Jesus Christ, and they continue 

with a look at what God has done in sending Jesus to minister among human beings, 

ultimately dying that they might live.  Emphasis is on the new life God offers to those 

who make Jesus Christ the central focus of their lives.  This means that these lessons are 

God-centered, rather than being centered on the response of human beings to Christ.  It is 

crucial that new believers understand who God is and what He has done.  The Bible starts 

at this same place and has as its central focus God’s role in the relationship He has with 

humankind. 

 

A word of caution:  It is not unusual for new Christians to want quickly to move into 

some very complicated and controversial matters.  Charismatic gifts (like tongue 

speaking), demon possession, end times events, prophecy and the Book of Revelation are 

sometimes of great interest.   This is understandable.  Because God is directly involved in 

our world, we want to know what His involvement with us means.  However, to focus on 

these issues when one is new to the Christian faith most often does more harm than good.  

God is not as interested in us having our curiosity satisfied about controversial issues as 

He is in us coming to know Him better.  It is important to start with the key matters that 

Scripture places at the center of God’s revelation of Himself.  This series of lessons 

attempts to do this.  
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The intention of this series of lessons is that the new believer will complete at least one 

lesson per week.  There will be some “homework” expected, so that after the first lesson, 

disciples will come to class, care group, or a mentoring session having studied Bible 

verses that correspond to the subject of the current session.  So, please prepare in 

advance!  Each lesson is inherently biblical in nature, referencing numerous verses from 

the Bible, so that new disciples will be able to further explore on their own the subject of 

each lesson. 

 

The intention is that those who complete 202 Christian Basics I will afterward complete 

203 Christian Basics II.  Lessons in part II will continue with what God has done for us, 

but will also discuss the lifestyle, practices, and responsibilities entailed in being a 

Christian.  New Christians would be wise to complete Parts I and II when these become 

available to them, whether in a Sunday School class, a care group, or in a one-on-one 

mentoring situation.  There is a wide range of growth opportunities available that go 

beyond parts I and II, and there is no rule that 202 Christian Basics I and 203 Christian 

Basics II must be completed before other growth opportunities are seized.  But if one has 

opportunity, new Christians should complete the two part series as soon as they are able. 
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LESSON 1 – A JOYFUL DECISION! 
 

A. Scripture Texts

 

Matthew 13:44-46 

Luke 2:8-11 

John 15:9-12 

Romans 14:17 

Romans 15:13 

Galatians 5:22 

Philippians 1:4 

Philippians 1:25-26 

Philippians 4:4-7 

1 Thessalonians 1:6 

1 Peter 1:8-9 

Jude 24-25 

Psalm 4:7-8 

Psalm 19:8 

Psalm 28:6-7 

Psalm 43:4 

Psalm 47:1-2 

Psalm 71:22-23 

Psalm 92:4 

Psalm 126:3

 

 

B. Write down the things which give you joy in life. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

C. Becoming a Christian is the best decision anyone can ever make.  It is something worth rejoicing 

about!  What God has done is to make you alive in Jesus Christ.  For the first time in your life 

you have been washed clean of your sins and are united with God, to live eternally! 

 

 

D. About our joyous life in Jesus, the Bible says: 

 

1. Our decision to become a Christian was wise (Matthew 13:44-46). 

 

2. God wants everyone to experience the good news of joy in Christ (Luke 2:10). 

 

3. Jesus wants us to have His joy (John 17:13). 

 

4. Our joy should abound and overflow (Philippians 1:25-26). 

 

5. Joy comes through the Holy Spirit in us (1 Thessalonians 1:6). 

 

6. Being redeemed is cause for rejoicing (Psalm 71:22-23). 

 

7. Joy should come in Christ at all times, because no matter what things look like on the 

outside, we can trust God (Philippians 4:4-7). 

 

8. Joy comes to us through God’s Word (Psalm 19:8). 

 

9. Joy comes out in our praise and worship of God (Psalm 28:6-7). 
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E. Joy in Christ is not the temporary happiness felt when things are going well for us.  It is an 

abiding quality which lasts even when things are not going well.  This is so because God is 

always the foundation for life, and we now have a relationship with Him. 

 

 

F. Assignment: 

During the week write down two prayers to God expressing the joy you now know because 

of your relationship to Jesus Christ. 

This week read Psalms 134-137. 

 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

 

Matthew 13:44-46  

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a 

treasure that a man discovered hidden in 

a field. In his excitement, he hid it again 

and sold everything he owned to get 

enough money to buy the field. “Again, 

the Kingdom of Heaven is like a 

merchant on the lookout for choice 

pearls. When he discovered a pearl of 

great value, he sold everything he owned 

and bought it!  

 

Luke 2:8-11  

That night there were shepherds staying 

in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks 

of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord 

appeared among them, and the radiance 

of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. 

They were terrified, but the angel 

reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he 

said. “I bring you good news that will 

bring great joy to all people. The 

Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has 

been born today in Bethlehem, the city 

of David!  

 

John 15:10-12  

When you obey my commandments, you 

remain in my love, just as I obey my 

Father’s commandments and remain in 

his love. I have told you these things so 

that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, 

your joy will overflow! This is my 

commandment: Love each other in the 

same way I have loved you.  

 

Romans 14:17  

For the Kingdom of God is not a matter 

of what we eat or drink, but of living a 

life of goodness and peace and joy in the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

 

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

 

Matthew 13:44-46  

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 

hidden in a field. When a man found it, 

he hid it again, and then in his joy went 

and sold all he had and bought that field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant looking for fine pearls. When 

he found one of great value, he went 

away and sold everything he had and 

bought it.  

 

 

Luke 2:8-11  

And there were shepherds living out in 

the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. An angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 

good news that will cause great joy for 

all the people. Today in the town of 

David a Savior has been born to you; he 

is the Messiah, the Lord.  

 

 

John 15:9-12  

“As the Father has loved me, so have I 

loved you. Now remain in my love. If 

you keep my commands, you will 

remain in my love, just as I have kept 

my Father’s commands and remain in 

his love. I have told you this so that my 

joy may be in you and that your joy may 

be complete. My command is this: Love 

each other as I have loved you.  

 

Romans 14:17  

For the kingdom of God is not a matter 

of eating and drinking, but of 

righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 

Spirit,  
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Romans 15:13  

I pray that God, the source of hope, will 

fill you completely with joy and peace 

because you trust in him. Then you will 

overflow with confident hope through 

the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Galatians 5:22-23  

But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of 

fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

There is no law against these things!  

 

Philippians 1:4  

Whenever I pray, I make my requests for 

all of you with joy,  

 

Philippians 1:25-26  

Knowing this, I am convinced that I will 

remain alive so I can continue to help all 

of you grow and experience the joy of 

your faith. And when I come to you 

again, you will have even more reason to 

take pride in Christ Jesus because of 

what he is doing through me.  

 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it 

again—rejoice! Let everyone see that 

you are considerate in all you do. 

Remember, the Lord is coming soon. 

Don’t worry about anything; instead, 

pray about everything. Tell God what 

you need, and thank him for all he has 

done. Then you will experience God’s 

peace, which exceeds anything we can 

understand. His peace will guard your 

hearts and minds as you live in Christ 

Jesus.  

 

1 Thessalonians 1:6  

So you received the message with joy 

from the Holy Spirit in spite of the 

severe suffering it brought you. In this 

way, you imitated both us and the Lord.  

Romans 15:13  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 

and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

Galatians 5:22-23  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

Against such things there is no law.  

 

 

Philippians 1:4  

In all my prayers for all of you, I always 

pray with joy  

 

Philippians 1:25-26  

Convinced of this, I know that I will 

remain, and I will continue with all of 

you for your progress and joy in the 

faith, so that through my being with you 

again your boasting in Christ Jesus will 

abound on account of me.  

 

 

Philippians 4:4-7  

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 

again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be 

evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not 

be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God. And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.  

 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:6  

You became imitators of us and of the 

Lord, for you welcomed the message in 

the midst of severe suffering with the joy 

given by the Holy Spirit. 
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1 Peter 1:8-9  

You love him even though you have 

never seen him. Though you do not see 

him now, you trust him; and you rejoice 

with a glorious, inexpressible joy. The 

reward for trusting him will be the 

salvation of your souls.  

 

 

Jude 1:24-25  

Now all glory to God, who is able to 

keep you from falling away and will 

bring you with great joy into his glorious 

presence without a single fault. All glory 

to him who alone is God, our Savior 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. All glory, 

majesty, power, and authority are his 

before all time, and in the present, and 

beyond all time! Amen.  

 

Psalm 4:7-8  

You have given me greater joy than 

those who have abundant harvests of 

grain and new wine. In peace I will lie 

down and sleep, for you alone, O Lord, 

will keep me safe.  

 

Psalm 19:8  

The commandments of the Lord are 

right, bringing joy to the heart.  The 

commands of the Lord are clear, giving 

insight for living.  

 

Psalm 28:6-7  

Praise the Lord!  For he has heard my 

cry for mercy. The Lord is my strength 

and shield.  I trust him with all my heart.  

He helps me, and my heart is filled with 

joy.  I burst out in songs of 

thanksgiving.  

 

Psalm 43:4  

There I will go to the altar of God, to 

God—the source of all my joy.  I will 

praise you with my harp, O God, my 

God!  

1 Peter 1:8-9  

Though you have not seen him, you love 

him; and even though you do not see 

him now, you believe in him and are 

filled with an inexpressible and glorious 

joy, for you are receiving the end result 

of your faith, the salvation of your 

souls.  

 

Jude 1:24-25  

To him who is able to keep you from 

stumbling and to present you before his 

glorious presence without fault and with 

great joy— to the only God our Savior 

be glory, majesty, power and authority, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all 

ages, now and forevermore! Amen 

 

 

 

Psalm 4:7-8  

Fill my heart with joy when their grain 

and new wine abound. In peace I will lie 

down and sleep, for you alone, Lord, 

make me dwell in safety.  

 

 

Psalm 19:8  

The precepts of the Lord are right, 

giving joy to the heart. The commands 

of the Lord are radiant, giving light to 

the eyes.  

 

Psalm 28:6-7  

Praise be to the Lord, for he has heard 

my cry for mercy. The Lord is my 

strength and my shield; my heart trusts 

in him, and he helps me.  My heart leaps 

for joy, and with my song I praise him.  

 

 

Psalm 43:4  

Then I will go to the altar of God, to 

God, my joy and my delight. I will 

praise you with the lyre, O God, my 

God.  
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Psalm 47:1-2  

Come, everyone! Clap your hands!  

Shout to God with joyful praise! For the 

Lord Most High is awesome.  He is the 

great King of all the earth.  

 

Psalm 71:22-23   

Then I will praise you with music on the 

harp, because you are faithful to your 

promises, O my God.  I will sing praises 

to you with a lyre, O Holy One of Israel. 

I will shout for joy and sing your praises, 

for you have ransomed me.  

 

Psalm 92:4  

You thrill me, Lord, with all you have 

done for me!  I sing for joy because of 

what you have done.  

 

Psalm 126:3  

Yes, the Lord has done amazing things 

for us!  What joy!  

 

 

 

 

John 17:13 

Now I am coming to you. I told them 

many things while I was with them in 

this world so they would be filled with 

my joy. 

 

Psalm 47:1-2  

Clap your hands, all you nations; shout 

to God with cries of joy. For the Lord 

Most High is awesome, the great King 

over all the earth.  

 

Psalm 71:22-23  

I will praise you with the harp for your 

faithfulness, my God; I will sing praise 

to you with the lyre, Holy One of Israel. 

My lips will shout for joy when I sing 

praise to you—I whom you have 

delivered.  

 

Psalm 92:4  

For you make me glad by your deeds, 

Lord; I sing for joy at what your hands 

have done.  

 

Psalm 126:3  

The Lord has done great things for us, 

and we are filled with joy. 

 

 

 

 

John 17:13 

I am coming to you now, but I say these 

things while I am still in the world, so 

that they may have the full measure of 

my joy within them. 
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LESSON 2 – LOVED BY GOD 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

John 3:16-17 

John 15:9 

John 16:27 

Romans 8:35-39 

Galatians 2:20 

Ephesians 1:4-6 

Ephesians 5:1-2 

2 Thess 2:13-17 

1 John 4:9-10, 16, 19 

Revelation 3:9 

Exodus 34:6-7 

Deuteronomy 7:12 

2 Chronicles 6:14 

Psalm 13:5-6 

Psalm 25: 6-7 

Psalm 51:1 

Psalm 136 

Isaiah 54:10 

Lamentations 3:19-24 

Nehemiah 9:17

 

 

B. Read the Scriptures that are bolded. 

 

 

C. Discuss the reasons why God loves us. 

 

 

D. What do Matthew 27:32-49 and Philippians 2:5-8 tell you about Jesus’ attitude toward mankind? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

E. How does it make you feel to know of God’s love for you in the mission and crucifixion of 

Jesus? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

F. Assignment: 

Write a paragraph, this week, telling about how it has changed your life to hear of God’s 

love for you in Jesus Christ. 

This week read Psalms 111-112. 

 

 
____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 
 

*John 3:16-17  

“For this is how God loved the world: 

He gave his one and only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him will not 

perish but have eternal life. God sent his 

Son into the world not to judge the 

world, but to save the world through 

him.  

 

John 15:9  

“I have loved you even as the Father has 

loved me. Remain in my love.  

 

John 16:27  

for the Father himself loves you dearly 

because you love me and believe that I 

came from God.  

 

*Romans 8:35-39  

Can anything ever separate us from 

Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer 

loves us if we have trouble or calamity, 

or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, 

or in danger, or threatened with death? 

As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we 

are killed every day; we are being 

slaughtered like sheep.” No, despite all 

these things, overwhelming victory is 

ours through Christ, who loved us. And I 

am convinced that nothing can ever 

separate us from God’s love. Neither 

death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither our fears for today nor 

our worries about tomorrow—not even 

the powers of hell can separate us from 

God’s love. No power in the sky above 

or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in 

all creation will ever be able to separate 

us from the love of God that is revealed 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

 

*John 3:16-17  

For God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but 

to save the world through him.  

 

John 15:9  

“As the Father has loved me, so have I 

loved you. Now remain in my love.  

 

 

John 16:27  

No, the Father himself loves you because 

you have loved me and have believed 

that I came from God.  

 

*Romans 8:35-39  

Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or 

danger or sword? As it is written: “For 

your sake we face death all day long; we 

are considered as sheep to be 

slaughtered.” No, in all these things we 

are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us. For I am convinced that 

neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, neither height 

nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.  
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Galatians 2:20  

My old self has been crucified with 

Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 

Christ lives in me. So I live in this 

earthly body by trusting in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave himself for 

me.  

 

*Ephesians 1:4-6  

Even before he made the world, God 

loved us and chose us in Christ to be 

holy and without fault in his eyes. God 

decided in advance to adopt us into his 

own family by bringing us to himself 

through Jesus Christ. This is what he 

wanted to do, and it gave him great 

pleasure. So we praise God for the 

glorious grace he has poured out on us 

who belong to his dear Son.  

 

*Ephesians 5:1-2  

Imitate God, therefore, in everything you 

do, because you are his dear children. 

Live a life filled with love, following the 

example of Christ. He loved us and 

offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a 

pleasing aroma to God.  

 

Galatians 2:20  

I have been crucified with Christ and I 

no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

The life I now live in the body, I live by 

faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave himself for me.  

 

 

*Ephesians 1:4-6  

For he chose us in him before the 

creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. In love he 

predestined us for adoption to sonship 

through Jesus Christ, in accordance with 

his pleasure and will— to the praise of 

his glorious grace, which he has freely 

given us in the One he loves.  

 

 

*Ephesians 5:1-2  

Follow God’s example, therefore, as 

dearly loved children and walk in the 

way of love, just as Christ loved us and 

gave himself up for us as a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God.  
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*2 Thessalonians 2:13-17  

As for us, we can’t help but thank God 

for you, dear brothers and sisters loved 

by the Lord. We are always thankful that 

God chose you to be among the first to 

experience salvation—a salvation that 

came through the Spirit who makes you 

holy and through your belief in the truth. 

He called you to salvation when we told 

you the Good News; now you can share 

in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

With all these things in mind, dear 

brothers and sisters, stand firm and keep 

a strong grip on the teaching we passed 

on to you both in person and by letter. 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself 

and God our Father, who loved us and 

by his grace gave us eternal comfort and 

a wonderful hope, comfort you and 

strengthen you in every good thing you 

do and say.  

 

*1 John 4:9-10, 16, 19  

God showed how much he loved us by 

sending his one and only Son into the 

world so that we might have eternal life 

through him. This is real love—not that 

we loved God, but that he loved us and 

sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away 

our sins. We know how much God loves 

us, and we have put our trust in his love. 

God is love, and all who live in love live 

in God, and God lives in them. We love 

each other because he loved us first.  

 

*Revelation 3:9  

Look, I will force those who belong to 

Satan’s synagogue—those liars who say 

they are Jews but are not—to come and 

bow down at your feet. They will 

acknowledge that you are the ones I 

love.  

 

*2 Thessalonians 2:13-17  

But we ought always to thank God for 

you, brothers and sisters loved by the 

Lord, because God chose you as first 

fruits to be saved through the sanctifying 

work of the Spirit and through belief in 

the truth. He called you to this through 

our gospel, that you might share in the 

glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, 

brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold 

fast to the teachings we passed on to 

you, whether by word of mouth or by 

letter. May our Lord Jesus Christ himself 

and God our Father, who loved us and 

by his grace gave us eternal 

encouragement and good hope, 

encourage your hearts and strengthen 

you in every good deed and word.  

 

 

 

*1 John 4:9-10, 16, 19  

This is how God showed his love among 

us: He sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him. 

This is love: not that we loved God, but 

that he loved us and sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. And so we 

know and rely on the love God has for 

us.God is love. Whoever lives in love 

lives in God, and God in them. We love 

because he first loved us.  

 

 

*Revelation 3:9  

I will make those who are of the 

synagogue of Satan, who claim to be 

Jews though they are not, but are liars—I 

will make them come and fall down at 

your feet and acknowledge that I have 

loved you.  
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Exodus 34:6-7  

The Lord passed in front of Moses, 

calling out, “Yahweh! The Lord!  The 

God of compassion and mercy!  I am 

slow to anger and filled with unfailing 

love and faithfulness. I lavish unfailing 

love to a thousand generations.  I forgive 

iniquity, rebellion, and sin.  But I do not 

excuse the guilty.  I lay the sins of the 

parents upon their children and 

grandchildren; the entire family is 

affected—even children in the third and 

fourth generations.”  
 

Deuteronomy 7:12  

“If you listen to these regulations and 

faithfully obey them, the Lord your God 

will keep his covenant of unfailing love 

with you, as he promised with an oath to 

your ancestors.  
 

2 Chronicles 6:14  

He prayed, “O Lord, God of Israel, there 

is no God like you in all of heaven and 

earth. You keep your covenant and show 

unfailing love to all who walk before 

you in wholehearted devotion.  
 

Psalm 13:5-6  

But I trust in your unfailing love. I will 

rejoice because you have rescued me. I 

will sing to the Lord because he is good 

to me.  
 

Psalm 25:6-7  

Remember, O Lord, your compassion 

and unfailing love, which you have 

shown from long ages past. Do not 

remember the rebellious sins of my 

youth. Remember me in the light of your 

unfailing love, for you are merciful, O 

Lord.  
 

*Psalm 51:1  

Have mercy on me, O God, because of 

your unfailing love. Because of your 

great compassion, blot out the stain of 

my sins.  

Exodus 34:6-7  

And he passed in front of Moses, 

proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the 

compassionate and gracious God, slow 

to anger, abounding in love and 

faithfulness, maintaining love to 

thousands, and forgiving wickedness, 

rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave 

the guilty unpunished; he punishes the 

children and their children for the sin of 

the parents to the third and fourth 

generation.”  
 

 

Deuteronomy 7:12  

If you pay attention to these laws and are 

careful to follow them, then the Lord 

your God will keep his covenant of love 

with you, as he swore to your ancestors.  

 
 

2 Chronicles 6:14  

He said: “Lord, the God of Israel, there 

is no God like you in heaven or on 

earth—you who keep your covenant of 

love with your servants who continue 

wholeheartedly in your way.  
 

Psalm 13:5-6  

But I trust in your unfailing love; my 

heart rejoices in your salvation. I will 

sing the Lord’s praise, for he has been 

good to me.  
 

Psalm 25:6-7  

Remember, Lord, your great mercy and 

love, for they are from of old. Do not 

remember the sins of my youth and my 

rebellious ways; according to your love 

remember me, for you, Lord, are good.  
 

 

 

*Psalm 51:1  

Have mercy on me, O God, according to 

your unfailing love; according to your 

great compassion blot out my 

transgressions.  
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*Psalm 136:1-25  

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!  

    His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to the God of gods.  

    His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to the Lord of lords.  

    His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to him who alone does 

mighty miracles.  

    His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to him who made the 

heavens so skillfully.  

    His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to him who placed the earth 

among the waters.  

    His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to him who made the 

heavenly lights—His faithful love 

endures forever.  

the sun to rule the day,  

    His faithful love endures forever.  

and the moon and stars to rule the night.  

    His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to him who killed the 

firstborn of Egypt.  

    His faithful love endures forever.  

He brought Israel out of Egypt.  

    His faithful love endures forever.  

He acted with a strong hand and 

powerful arm.  

    His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to him who parted the Red 

Sea.  

    His faithful love endures forever.  

He led Israel safely through, 

    His faithful love endures forever.  

but he hurled Pharaoh and his army into 

the Red Sea. 

    His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to him who led his people 

through the wilderness. 

    His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to him who struck down 

mighty kings. 

    His faithful love endures forever.  

 

*Psalm 136:1-25  

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

    His love endures forever. 

 Give thanks to the God of gods. 

    His love endures forever.  

Give thanks to the Lord of lords: 

    His love endures forever. 

to him who alone does great wonders, 

    His love endures forever.  

who by his understanding made the 

heavens, 

    His love endures forever.  

who spread out the earth upon the 

waters, 

    His love endures forever.  

who made the great lights—His love 

endures forever.  

the sun to govern the day, 

    His love endures forever.  

the moon and stars to govern the night; 

    His love endures forever.  

to him who struck down the firstborn of 

Egypt 

    His love endures forever.  

and brought Israel out from among them 

    His love endures forever.  

with a mighty hand and outstretched 

arm; 

    His love endures forever.  

to him who divided the Red Sea asunder 

    His love endures forever.  

and brought Israel through the midst of 

it, 

    His love endures forever.  

but swept Pharaoh and his army into the 

Red Sea; 

    His love endures forever.  

to him who led his people through the 

wilderness; 

    His love endures forever.  

to him who struck down great kings, 

    His love endures forever.  
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He killed powerful kings—His faithful 

love endures forever.  

Sihon king of the Amorites, 

    His faithful love endures forever.  

and Og king of Bashan. 

    His faithful love endures forever.  

God gave the land of these kings as an 

inheritance—His faithful love endures 

forever.  

a special possession to his servant Israel. 

    His faithful love endures forever.  

He remembered us in our weakness. 

    His faithful love endures forever.  

He saved us from our enemies. 

    His faithful love endures forever. 

He gives food to every living thing. 

    His faithful love endures forever.  

 

 

*Isaiah 54:10  

For the mountains may move and the 

hills disappear, but even then my faithful 

love for you will remain. My covenant 

of blessing will never be broken,” says 

the Lord, who has mercy on you.  

 

 

*Lamentations 3:19-24  

The thought of my suffering and 

homelessness is bitter beyond words. I 

will never forget this awful time, as I 

grieve over my loss. Yet I still dare to 

hope when I remember this: The faithful 

love of the Lord never ends! His mercies 

never cease. Great is his faithfulness; his 

mercies begin afresh each morning. I say 

to myself, “The Lord is my inheritance; 

therefore, I will hope in him!” 

and killed mighty kings—His love 

endures forever.  

Sihon king of the Amorites 

His love endures forever.  

and Og king of Bashan—His love 

endures forever.  

and gave their land as an inheritance, 

    His love endures forever.  

an inheritance to his servant Israel. 

    His love endures forever.  

He remembered us in our low estate 

    His love endures forever. 

and freed us from our enemies. 

    His love endures forever.  

He gives food to every creature. 

    His love endures forever.  

 

 

 

*Isaiah 54:10  

Though the mountains be shaken and the 

hills be removed, yet my unfailing love 

for you will not be shaken nor my 

covenant of peace be removed,” says the 

Lord, who has compassion on you.  

 

 

*Lamentations 3:19-24  

I remember my affliction and my 

wandering, the bitterness and the gall. I 

well remember them, and my soul is 

downcast within me. Yet this I call to 

mind and therefore I have hope: Because 

of the Lord’s great love we are not 

consumed, for his compassions never 

fail. They are new every morning; great 

is your faithfulness. I say to myself, 

“The Lord is my portion; therefore I will 

wait for him.”  
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LESSON 3 – SAVED BY GRACE 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

John 1:14-17 

Acts 15:10-11 

Romans 1:16-17 

Romans 3:21-26 

Romans 5:1-2 

Romans 5:15-17 

Romans 10:8-13 

Romans 11:5-6 

Galatians 1:3-9 

Galatians 3:26-28 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

Colossians 2:13-15 

2 Timothy 1:8-10 

Titus 2:11-14 

Titus 3:3-8 

Hebrews 4:16 

1 Peter 1:3-5 

1 John 1:8 – 2:2

 

 

A. Read through the Scriptures that are bolded. 

 

 

 

B. The lostness and depravity of man, his inability to save himself, is clear.  “All have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God.”  (Romans 3:23).  See Romans 1:18-32, Ephesians 2:1-3, 8, 

Romans 3:9-18, Colossians 2:13, 1 John 1:8-10. 

 

 

 

C. That we are saved by grace means confidence before God as His saved child.  1 John 2:28; 4:15-

17; 5:12-13; 2 Corinthians 3:4-6; Romans 10:9; Acts 2:38-39; Ephesians 3:10-12; 1 

Thessalonians 5:9; Romans 5:9-10; 1 Thessalonians 1:10. 

 

 

 

D. Discuss what it means to you to be saved by grace; what emotions does the idea invoke? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

E. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 51-57. 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

 

John 1:14-17  

So the Word became human[d] and 

made his home among us. He was full of 

unfailing love and faithfulness.[e] And 

we have seen his glory, the glory of the 

Father’s one and only Son. John testified 

about him when he shouted to the 

crowds, “This is the one I was talking 

about when I said, ‘Someone is coming 

after me who is far greater than I am, for 

he existed long before me.’” From his 

abundance we have all received one 

gracious blessing after another.  For the 

law was given through Moses, but God’s 

unfailing love and faithfulness came 

through Jesus Christ. 

 

Acts 15:10-11  

So why are you now challenging God by 

burdening the Gentile believers with a 

yoke that neither we nor our ancestors 

were able to bear? We believe that we 

are all saved the same way, by the 

undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus.”  

 

 

Romans 1:16-17  

For I am not ashamed of this Good News 

about Christ. It is the power of God at 

work, saving everyone who believes—

the Jew first and also the Gentile. This 

Good News tells us how God makes us 

right in his sight. This is accomplished 

from start to finish by faith. As the 

Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a 

righteous person has life.”  

 

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 
 

John 1:14-17  

The Word became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 

who came from the Father, full of grace 

and truth. John testified concerning him. 

He cried out, saying, “This is the one I 

spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes 

after me has surpassed me because he 

was before me.’” Out of his fullness we 

have all received grace in place of grace 

already given. For the law was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

Acts 15:10-11  

Now then, why do you try to test God by 

putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke 

that neither we nor our ancestors have 

been able to bear? No! We believe it is 

through the grace of our Lord Jesus that 

we are saved, just as they are.”  

 

 

Romans 1:16-17  

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 

because it is the power of God that 

brings salvation to everyone who 

believes: first to the Jew, then to the 

Gentile. For in the gospel the 

righteousness of God is revealed—a 

righteousness that is by faith from first to 

last, just as it is written: “The righteous 

will live by faith.”  
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*Romans 3:21-26  

But now God has shown us a way to be 

made right with him without keeping the 

requirements of the law, as was 

promised in the writings of Moses and 

the prophets long ago. We are made 

right with God by placing our faith in 

Jesus Christ. And this is true for 

everyone who believes, no matter who 

we are. For everyone has sinned; we all 

fall short of God’s glorious standard. 

Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us 

right in his sight. He did this through 

Christ Jesus when he freed us from the 

penalty for our sins. For God presented 

Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are 

made right with God when they believe 

that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his 

blood. This sacrifice shows that God was 

being fair when he held back and did not 

punish those who sinned in times past, 

for he was looking ahead and including 

them in what he would do in this present 

time. God did this to demonstrate his 

righteousness, for he himself is fair and 

just, and he makes sinners right in his 

sight when they believe in Jesus.  

 

Romans 5:1-2  

Therefore, since we have been made 

right in God’s sight by faith, we have 

peace with God because of what Jesus 

Christ our Lord has done for us. Because 

of our faith, Christ has brought us into 

this place of undeserved privilege where 

we now stand, and we confidently and 

joyfully look forward to sharing God’s 

glory.  

 

*Romans 3:21-26 

 But now apart from the law the 

righteousness of God has been made 

known, to which the Law and the 

Prophets testify. This righteousness is 

given through faith in Jesus Christ to all 

who believe. There is no difference 

between Jew and Gentile, for all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

and all are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by 

Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a 

sacrifice of atonement, through the 

shedding of his blood—to be received by 

faith. He did this to demonstrate his 

righteousness, because in his forbearance 

he had left the sins committed 

beforehand unpunished— he did it to 

demonstrate his righteousness at the 

present time, so as to be just and the one 

who justifies those who have faith in 

Jesus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Romans 5:1-2  

Therefore, since we have been justified 

through faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom we have gained access by faith 

into this grace in which we now stand. 

And we boast in the hope of the glory of 

God.  
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*Romans 5: 15-17  

But there is a great difference between 

Adam’s sin and God’s gracious gift. For 

the sin of this one man, Adam, brought 

death to many. But even greater is God’s 

wonderful grace and his gift of 

forgiveness to many through this other 

man, Jesus Christ. And the result of 

God’s gracious gift is very different 

from the result of that one man’s sin. For 

Adam’s sin led to condemnation, but 

God’s free gift leads to our being made 

right with God, even though we are 

guilty of many sins. For the sin of this 

one man, Adam, caused death to rule 

over many. But even greater is God’s 

wonderful grace and his gift of 

righteousness, for all who receive it will 

live in triumph over sin and death 

through this one man, Jesus Christ.  
 

*Romans 10:8-13 

In fact, it says, “The message is very 

close at hand; it is on your lips and in 

your heart.” And that message is the 

very message about faith that we preach: 

If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. For it is by believing in your heart 

that you are made right with God, and it 

is by openly declaring your faith that you 

are saved. As the Scriptures tell us, 

“Anyone who trusts in him will never be 

disgraced.” Jew and Gentile are the same 

in this respect. They have the same Lord, 

who gives generously to all who call on 

him. For “Everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved.”  
 

Romans 11:5-6  
It is the same today, for a few of the people of 

Israel have remained faithful because of God’s 

grace—his undeserved kindness in choosing 

them. And since it is through God’s kindness, 

then it is not by their good works. For in that 

case, God’s grace would not be what it really 

is—free and undeserved.  

*Romans 5:15-17  

But the gift is not like the trespass. For if 

the many died by the trespass of the one 

man, how much more did God’s grace 

and the gift that came by the grace of the 

one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the 

many! Nor can the gift of God be 

compared with the result of one man’s 

sin: The judgment followed one sin and 

brought condemnation, but the gift 

followed many trespasses and brought 

justification. For if, by the trespass of the 

one man, death reigned through that one 

man, how much more will those who 

receive God’s abundant provision of 

grace and of the gift of righteousness 

reign in life through the one man, Jesus 

Christ!  

 

 

 

*Romans 10:8-13  

But what does it say? “The word is near 

you; it is in your mouth and in your 

heart,” that is, the message concerning 

faith that we proclaim: If you declare 

with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 

believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved. 

For it is with your heart that you believe 

and are justified, and it is with your 

mouth that you profess your faith and are 

saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who 

believes in him will never be put to 

shame.” For there is no difference 

between Jew and Gentile—the same 

Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all 

who call on him, for, “Everyone who 

calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.”  

 

Romans 11:5-6  
So too, at the present time there is a remnant 

chosen by grace. And if by grace, then it 

cannot be based on works; if it were, grace 

would no longer be grace 
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Galatians 1:3-9  

May God the Father and our Lord Jesus 

Christ give you grace and peace. Jesus 

gave his life for our sins, just as God our 

Father planned, in order to rescue us 

from this evil world in which we live. 

All glory to God forever and ever! 

Amen. I am shocked that you are turning 

away so soon from God, who called you 

to himself through the loving mercy of 

Christ. You are following a different 

way that pretends to be the Good News 

but is not the Good News at all. You are 

being fooled by those who deliberately 

twist the truth concerning Christ. Let 

God’s curse fall on anyone, including us 

or even an angel from heaven, who 

preaches a different kind of Good News 

than the one we preached to you. I say 

again what we have said before: If 

anyone preaches any other Good News 

than the one you welcomed, let that 

person be cursed.  

 

Galatians 3:26-28  

For you are all children of God through 

faith in Christ Jesus. And all who have 

been united with Christ in baptism have 

put on Christ, like putting on new 

clothes. There is no longer Jew or 

Gentile, slave or free, male and female. 

For you are all one in Christ Jesus.  

 

Galatians 1:3-9  

Grace and peace to you from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

gave himself for our sins to rescue us 

from the present evil age, according to 

the will of our God and Father, to whom 

be glory for ever and ever. Amen. I am 

astonished that you are so quickly 

deserting the one who called you to live 

in the grace of Christ and are turning to a 

different gospel— which is really no 

gospel at all. Evidently some people are 

throwing you into confusion and are 

trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 

But even if we or an angel from heaven 

should preach a gospel other than the 

one we preached to you, let them be 

under God’s curse! As we have already 

said, so now I say again: If anybody is 

preaching to you a gospel other than 

what you accepted, let them be under 

God’s curse!  

 

 

Galatians 3:26-28  

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of 

God through faith, for all of you who 

were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ. There is neither 

Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, 

nor is there male and female, for you are 

all one in Christ Jesus.  
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*Ephesians 2:1-10  

Once you were dead because of your 

disobedience and your many sins. You 

used to live in sin, just like the rest of the 

world, obeying the devil—the 

commander of the powers in the unseen 

world. He is the spirit at work in the 

hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 

All of us used to live that way, following 

the passionate desires and inclinations 

of our sinful nature. By our very nature 

we were subject to God’s anger, just like 

everyone else. But God is so rich in 

mercy, and he loved us so much, that 

even though we were dead because of 

our sins, he gave us life when he raised 

Christ from the dead. It is only by God’s 

grace that you have been saved! For he 

raised us from the dead along with Christ 

and seated us with him in the heavenly 

realms because we are united with Christ 

Jesus. So God can point to us in all 

future ages as examples of the incredible 

wealth of his grace and kindness toward 

us, as shown in all he has done for us 

who are united with Christ Jesus. God 

saved you by his grace when you 

believed. And you can’t take credit for 

this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is 

not a reward for the good things we have 

done, so none of us can boast about it. 

For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 

created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we 

can do the good things he planned for us 

long ago.  

 

Colossians 2:13-15  
You were dead because of your sins and 

because your sinful nature was not yet cut 

away. Then God made you alive with Christ, 

for he forgave all our sins. He canceled the 

record of the charges against us and took it 

away by nailing it to the cross. In this way, 

he disarmed the spiritual rulers and 

authorities. He shamed them publicly by his 

victory over them on the cross.  

 

*Ephesians 2:1-10  

As for you, you were dead in your 

transgressions and sins, in which you 

used to live when you followed the ways 

of this world and of the ruler of the 

kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now 

at work in those who are disobedient. All 

of us also lived among them at one time, 

gratifying the cravings of our flesh and 

following its desires and thoughts. Like 

the rest, we were by nature deserving of 

wrath. But because of his great love for 

us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 

alive with Christ even when we were 

dead in transgressions—it is by grace 

you have been saved. And God raised us 

up with Christ and seated us with him in 

the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in 

order that in the coming ages he might 

show the incomparable riches of his 

grace, expressed in his kindness to us in 

Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have 

been saved, through faith—and this is 

not from yourselves, it is the gift of 

God— not by works, so that no one can 

boast. For we are God’s handiwork, 

created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to 

do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colossians 2:13-15  
When you were dead in your sins and in the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you 

alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 

having canceled the charge of our legal 

indebtedness, which stood against us and 

condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing 

it to the cross. And having disarmed the 

powers and authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them by 

the cross.  
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2 Timothy 1:8-10  

So never be ashamed to tell others about 

our Lord. And don’t be ashamed of me, 

either, even though I’m in prison for 

him. With the strength God gives you, be 

ready to suffer with me for the sake of 

the Good News. For God saved us and 

called us to live a holy life. He did this, 

not because we deserved it, but because 

that was his plan from before the 

beginning of time—to show us his grace 

through Christ Jesus. And now he has 

made all of this plain to us by the 

appearing of Christ Jesus, our Savior. He 

broke the power of death and illuminated 

the way to life and immortality through 

the Good News.  

 

*Titus 2:11-14  

For the grace of God has been revealed, 

bringing salvation to all people. And we 

are instructed to turn from godless living 

and sinful pleasures. We should live in 

this evil world with wisdom, 

righteousness, and devotion to God, 

while we look forward with hope to that 

wonderful day when the glory of our 

great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will 

be revealed. He gave his life to free us 

from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and 

to make us his very own people, totally 

committed to doing good deeds.  

 

2 Timothy 1:8-10  

So do not be ashamed of the testimony 

about our Lord or of me his prisoner. 

Rather, join with me in suffering for the 

gospel, by the power of God. He has 

saved us and called us to a holy life—not 

because of anything we have done but 

because of his own purpose and grace. 

This grace was given us in Christ Jesus 

before the beginning of time, but it has 

now been revealed through the appearing 

of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has 

destroyed death and has brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel.  

 

 

 

 

*Titus 2:11-14  

For the grace of God has appeared that 

offers salvation to all people. It teaches 

us to say “No” to ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright and godly lives in this 

present age, while we wait for the 

blessed hope—the appearing of the glory 

of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

Christ, who gave himself for us to 

redeem us from all wickedness and to 

purify for himself a people that are his 

very own, eager to do what is good.  
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Titus 3:3-8  

Once we, too, were foolish and 

disobedient. We were misled and 

became slaves to many lusts and 

pleasures. Our lives were full of evil and 

envy, and we hated each other. But—

When God our Savior revealed his 

kindness and love, he saved us, not 

because of the righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy. He 

washed away our sins, giving us a new 

birth and new life through the Holy 

Spirit. He generously poured out the 

Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our 

Savior. Because of his grace he made us 

right in his sight and gave us confidence 

that we will inherit eternal life. This is a 

trustworthy saying, and I want you to 

insist on these teachings so that all who 

trust in God will devote themselves to 

doing good. These teachings are good 

and beneficial for everyone.  

 

Hebrews 4:16  

So let us come boldly to the throne of 

our gracious God. There we will receive 

his mercy, and we will find grace to help 

us when we need it most.  

 

 

1 Peter 1:3-5  

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that 

we have been born again, because God 

raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now 

we live with great expectation, and we 

have a priceless inheritance—an 

inheritance that is kept in heaven for 

you, pure and undefiled, beyond the 

reach of change and decay. And through 

your faith, God is protecting you by his 

power until you receive this salvation, 

which is ready to be revealed on the last 

day for all to see.  

 

 

Titus 3:3-8  

At one time we too were foolish, 

disobedient, deceived and enslaved by 

all kinds of passions and pleasures. We 

lived in malice and envy, being hated 

and hating one another. But when the 

kindness and love of God our Savior 

appeared, he saved us, not because of 

righteous things we had done, but 

because of his mercy. He saved us 

through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he 

poured out on us generously through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having 

been justified by his grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal 

life. This is a trustworthy saying. And I 

want you to stress these things, so that 

those who have trusted in God may be 

careful to devote themselves to doing 

what is good. These things are excellent 

and profitable for everyone.  

 

Hebrews 4:16  

Let us then approach God’s throne of 

grace with confidence, so that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help us 

in our time of need.  

 

 

1 Peter 1:3-5  

Praise be to the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 

has given us new birth into a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, and into an inheritance 

that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 

inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 

who through faith are shielded by God’s 

power until the coming of the salvation 

that is ready to be revealed in the last 

time.  
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1 John 1:8-2:2  

If we claim we have no sin, we are only 

fooling ourselves and not living in the 

truth. But if we confess our sins to him, 

he is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all 

wickedness. If we claim we have not 

sinned, we are calling God a liar and 

showing that his word has no place in 

our hearts.    My dear children, I am 

writing this to you so that you will not 

sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate who pleads our case before the 

Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is 

truly righteous.   He himself is the 

sacrifice that atones for our sins—and 

not only our sins but the sins of all the 

world. 

1 John 1:8-2:2  

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness. If we claim we 

have not sinned, we make him out to be a 

liar and his word is not in us.  

My dear children, I write this to you so 

that you will not sin. But if anybody 

does sin, we have an advocate with the 

Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous 

One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins, and not only for ours but also for 

the sins of the whole world. 
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LESSON 4 – RESCUED, RANSOMED,  

REDEEMED, RECONCILED, AND JUSTIFIED 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

Matthew 20:26-28 

Luke 1:68-75 

Romans 3:21-26 

Romans 5:9-11 

Romans 7:24-25 

Romans 8:28-30 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

2 Corinthians 5:15-21 

Galatians 1:3-5 

Galatians 2:15-16 

Galatians 3:13-14 

Galatians 4:4-5 

Ephesians 1:7-8 

Colossians 1:12-14, 19-22 

1 Timothy 2:6 

Titus 2:11-14 

Titus 3:4-7 

Hebrews 9:15, 25-28 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

1 Peter 1:18-2

 

 

B. Read through the Scriptures that are bolded. 

 

 

C. What are the basic meanings for the terms Rescued, Ransomed, Redeemed, Reconciled, and 

Justified? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

D. What word in Hebrews 2:17, 1 John 2:2, and 1 John 4:10 continues the theme of the passages 

enumerated above?  What does this word mean? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

E. What do the 5 terms in the lesson title and the term found in “D” above tell us about our 

salvation in Christ?  How important are we to Jesus?  What do these terms indicate about the 

prospects of our future?  What has happened to our sin? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

F. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 42-50 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

 

Matthew 20:26-28  

But among you it will be different. 

Whoever wants to be a leader among 

you must be your servant, and whoever 

wants to be first among you must 

become your slave. For even the Son of 

Man came not to be served but to serve 

others and to give his life as a ransom 

for many.”  

 

Luke 1:68-75 

 “Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, 

because he has visited and redeemed his 

people. He has sent us a mighty Savior 

from the royal line of his servant David, 

just as he promised through his holy 

prophets long ago. Now we will be 

saved from our enemies and from all 

who hate us. He has been merciful to our 

ancestors by remembering his sacred 

covenant— the covenant he swore with 

an oath to our ancestor Abraham. We 

have been rescued from our enemies so 

we can serve God without fear, in 

holiness and righteousness for as long as 

we live.  

 

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

 

Matthew 20:26-28  

Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants 

to become great among you must be 

your servant, and whoever wants to be 

first must be your slave— just as the Son 

of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.”  

 

 

Luke 1:68-75 

“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 

because he has come to his people and 

redeemed them. He has raised up a horn 

of salvation for us in the house of his 

servant David as he said through his 

holy prophets of long ago, salvation 

from our enemies and from the hand of 

all who hate us— to show mercy to our 

ancestors and to remember his holy 

covenant, the oath he swore to our father 

Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of 

our enemies, and to enable us to serve 

him without fear in holiness and 

righteousness before him all our days.  
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*Romans 3:21-26  

But now God has shown us a way to be 

made right with him without keeping the 

requirements of the law, as was 

promised in the writings of Moses and 

the prophets long ago. We are made 

right with God by placing our faith in 

Jesus Christ. And this is true for 

everyone who believes, no matter who 

we are. For everyone has sinned; we all 

fall short of God’s glorious standard. Yet 

God, in his grace, freely makes us right 

in his sight. He did this through Christ 

Jesus when he freed us from the penalty 

for our sins. For God presented Jesus as 

the sacrifice for sin. People are made 

right with God when they believe that 

Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his 

blood. This sacrifice shows that God was 

being fair when he held back and did not 

punish those who sinned in times past, 

for he was looking ahead and including 

them in what he would do in this present 

time. God did this to demonstrate his 

righteousness, for he himself is fair and 

just, and he makes sinners right in his 

sight when they believe in Jesus.  

 

*Romans 5:9-11  

And since we have been made right in 

God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he 

will certainly save us from God’s 

condemnation. For since our friendship 

with God was restored by the death of 

his Son while we were still his enemies, 

we will certainly be saved through the 

life of his Son. So now we can rejoice in 

our wonderful new relationship with 

God because our Lord Jesus Christ has 

made us friends of God.  

 

*Romans 3:21-26  

But now apart from the law the 

righteousness of God has been made 

known, to which the Law and the 

Prophets testify. This righteousness is 

given through faith in Jesus Christ to all 

who believe. There is no difference 

between Jew and Gentile, for all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

and all are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by 

Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a 

sacrifice of atonement, through the 

shedding of his blood—to be received by 

faith. He did this to demonstrate his 

righteousness, because in his 

forbearance he had left the sins 

committed beforehand unpunished— he 

did it to demonstrate his righteousness at 

the present time, so as to be just and the 

one who justifies those who have faith in 

Jesus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Romans 5:9-11  

Since we have now been justified by his 

blood, how much more shall we be 

saved from God’s wrath through him! 

For if, while we were God’s enemies, we 

were reconciled to him through the death 

of his Son, how much more, having been 

reconciled, shall we be saved through his 

life! Not only is this so, but we also 

boast in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have now 

received reconciliation 
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Romans 7:24-25  

Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who 

will free me from this life that is 

dominated by sin and death? Thank 

God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. So you see how it is: In my mind I 

really want to obey God’s law, but 

because of my sinful nature I am a slave 

to sin.  

 

*Romans 8:28-30  

And we know that God causes 

everything to work together for the good 

of those who love God and are called 

according to his purpose for them. For 

God knew his people in advance, and he 

chose them to become like his Son, so 

that his Son would be the firstborn 

among many brothers and sisters. And 

having chosen them, he called them to 

come to him. And having called them, 

he gave them right standing with 

himself. And having given them right 

standing, he gave them his glory.  

 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11  

Don’t you realize that those who do 

wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of 

God? Don’t fool yourselves. Those who 

indulge in sexual sin, or who worship 

idols, or commit adultery, or are male 

prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, or 

are thieves, or greedy people, or 

drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat 

people—none of these will inherit the 

Kingdom of God. Some of you were 

once like that. But you were cleansed; 

you were made holy; you were made 

right with God by calling on the name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of 

our God.  

 

Romans 7:24-25  

What a wretched man I am! Who will 

rescue me from this body that is subject 

to death? Thanks be to God, who 

delivers me through Jesus Christ our 

Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a 

slave to God’s law, but in my sinful 

nature a slave to the law of sin.  

 

 

*Romans 8:28-30  

And we know that in all things God 

works for the good of those who love 

him, who have been called according to 

his purpose. For those God foreknew he 

also predestined to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers and 

sisters. And those he predestined, he also 

called; those he called, he also justified; 

those he justified, he also glorified.  

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11  

Or do you not know that wrongdoers 

will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 

not be deceived: Neither the sexually 

immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor 

men who have sex with men nor thieves 

nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 

slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 

kingdom of God. And that is what some 

of you were. But you were washed, you 

were sanctified, you were justified in the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 

Spirit of our God. 
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*2 Corinthians 5:15-21 

He died for everyone so that those who 

receive his new life will no longer live 

for themselves. Instead, they will live for 

Christ, who died and was raised for 

them. So we have stopped evaluating 

others from a human point of view. At 

one time we thought of Christ merely 

from a human point of view. How 

differently we know him now! This 

means that anyone who belongs to Christ 

has become a new person. The old life is 

gone; a new life has begun! And all of 

this is a gift from God, who brought us 

back to himself through Christ. And God 

has given us this task of reconciling 

people to him. For God was in Christ, 

reconciling the world to himself, no 

longer counting people’s sins against 

them. And he gave us this wonderful 

message of reconciliation. So we are 

Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his 

appeal through us. We speak for Christ 

when we plead, “Come back to God!” 

For God made Christ, who never sinned, 

to be the offering for our sin, so that we 

could be made right with God through 

Christ.  

 

*Galatians 1:3-5 

May God the Father and our Lord Jesus 

Christ give you grace and peace. Jesus 

gave his life for our sins, just as God our 

Father planned, in order to rescue us 

from this evil world in which we live. 

All glory to God forever and ever! 

Amen.  

 

*2 Corinthians 5:15-21  

And he died for all, that those who live 

should no longer live for themselves but 

for him who died for them and was 

raised again. So from now on we regard 

no one from a worldly point of view. 

Though we once regarded Christ in this 

way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if 

anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 

come: The old has gone, the new is here! 

All this is from God, who reconciled us 

to himself through Christ and gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation: that God 

was reconciling the world to himself in 

Christ, not counting people’s sins against 

them. And he has committed to us the 

message of reconciliation. We are 

therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 

though God were making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on Christ’s 

behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made 

him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 

that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

*Galatians 1:3-5 

 Grace and peace to you from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

gave himself for our sins to rescue us 

from the present evil age, according to 

the will of our God and Father, to whom 

be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Galatians 2:15-16  

“You and I are Jews by birth, not 

‘sinners’ like the Gentiles. Yet we know 

that a person is made right with God by 

faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the 

law. And we have believed in Christ 

Jesus, so that we might be made right 

with God because of our faith in Christ, 

not because we have obeyed the law. For 

no one will ever be made right with God 

by obeying the law.”  

 

Galatians 3:13-14  

But Christ has rescued us from the curse 

pronounced by the law. When he was 

hung on the cross, he took upon himself 

the curse for our wrongdoing. For it is 

written in the Scriptures, “Cursed is 

everyone who is hung on a tree.” 

Through Christ Jesus, God has blessed 

the Gentiles with the same blessing he 

promised to Abraham, so that we who 

are believers might receive the promised 

Holy Spirit through faith.  

 

Galatians 4:4-5  

But when the right time came, God sent 

his Son, born of a woman, subject to the 

law. God sent him to buy freedom for us 

who were slaves to the law, so that he 

could adopt us as his very own children.  

 

**Ephesians 1:7-8  

He is so rich in kindness and grace that 

he purchased our freedom with the blood 

of his Son and forgave our sins. He has 

showered his kindness on us, along with 

all wisdom and understanding.  

 

Galatians 2:15-16  

“We who are Jews by birth and not 

sinful Gentiles know that a person is not 

justified by the works of the law, but by 

faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have 

put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may 

be justified by faith in Christ and not by 

the works of the law, because by the 

works of the law no one will be 

justified.  

 

 

Galatians 3:13-14  

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 

law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 

written: “Cursed is everyone who is 

hung on a pole.” He redeemed us in 

order that the blessing given to Abraham 

might come to the Gentiles through 

Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might 

receive the promise of the Spirit.  

 

 

 

 

Galatians 4:4-5  

But when the set time had fully come, 

God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 

under the law, to redeem those under the 

law, that we might receive adoption to 

sonship.  

 

**Ephesians 1:7-8  

In him we have redemption through his 

blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 

accordance with the riches of God’s 

grace that he lavished on us. With all 

wisdom and understanding,  
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*Colossians 1:12-14, 19-22  

always thanking the Father. He has 

enabled you to share in the inheritance 

that belongs to his people, who live in 

the light. For he has rescued us from the 

kingdom of darkness and transferred us 

into the Kingdom of his dear Son, who 

purchased our freedom and forgave our 

sins. For God in all his fullness was 

pleased to live in Christ, and through 

him God reconciled everything to 

himself. He made peace with everything 

in heaven and on earth by means of 

Christ’s blood on the cross. This 

includes you who were once far away 

from God. You were his enemies, 

separated from him by your evil 

thoughts and actions. Yet now he has 

reconciled you to himself through the 

death of Christ in his physical body. As 

a result, he has brought you into his own 

presence, and you are holy and 

blameless as you stand before him 

without a single fault.  

 

*1 Timothy 2:6  

He gave his life to purchase freedom for 

everyone. This is the message God gave 

to the world at just the right time.  

 

*Titus 2:11-14  

For the grace of God has been revealed, 

bringing salvation to all people. And we 

are instructed to turn from godless living 

and sinful pleasures. We should live in 

this evil world with wisdom, 

righteousness, and devotion to God, 

while we look forward with hope to that 

wonderful day when the glory of our 

great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will 

be revealed. He gave his life to free us 

from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and 

to make us his very own people, totally 

committed to doing good deeds.  

 

*Colossians 1:12-14, 19-22 

 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, 

who has qualified you to share in the 

inheritance of his holy people in the 

kingdom of light. For he has rescued us 

from the dominion of darkness and 

brought us into the kingdom of the Son 

he loves, in whom we have redemption, 

the forgiveness of sins. For God was 

pleased to have all his fullness dwell in 

him, and through him to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether things on 

earth or things in heaven, by making 

peace through his blood, shed on the 

cross. Once you were alienated from 

God and were enemies in your minds 

because of your evil behavior. But now 

he has reconciled you by Christ’s 

physical body through death to present 

you holy in his sight, without blemish 

and free from accusation—  

 

 

 

 

*1 Timothy 2:6  

who gave himself as a ransom for all 

people. This has now been witnessed to 

at the proper time.  

 

*Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared that 

offers salvation to all people. It teaches 

us to say “No” to ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright and godly lives in 

this present age, while we wait for the 

blessed hope—the appearing of the glory 

of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

Christ, who gave himself for us to 

redeem us from all wickedness and to 

purify for himself a people that are his 

very own, eager to do what is good.  
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*Titus 3:4-7  

But— When God our Savior revealed 

his kindness and love, he saved us, not 

because of the righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy. He 

washed away our sins, giving us a new 

birth and new life through the Holy 

Spirit. He generously poured out the 

Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our 

Savior. Because of his grace he made us 

right in his sight and gave us confidence 

that we will inherit eternal life.  

 

*Hebrews 9:15, 25-28  

That is why he is the one who mediates a 

new covenant between God and people, 

so that all who are called can receive the 

eternal inheritance God has promised 

them. For Christ died to set them free 

from the penalty of the sins they had 

committed under that first covenant. And 

he did not enter heaven to offer himself 

again and again, like the high priest here 

on earth who enters the Most Holy Place 

year after year with the blood of an 

animal. If that had been necessary, 

Christ would have had to die again and 

again, ever since the world began. But 

now, once for all time, he has appeared 

at the end of the age to remove sin by his 

own death as a sacrifice. And just as 

each person is destined to die once and 

after that comes judgment, so also Christ 

was offered once for all time as a 

sacrifice to take away the sins of many 

people. He will come again, not to deal 

with our sins, but to bring salvation to all 

who are eagerly waiting for him.  

 

*Titus 3:4-7  

But when the kindness and love of God 

our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 

because of righteous things we had done, 

but because of his mercy. He saved us 

through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he 

poured out on us generously through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having 

been justified by his grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal 

life.  

 

*Hebrews 9:15, 25-28 

For this reason Christ is the mediator of 

a new covenant, that those who are 

called may receive the promised eternal 

inheritance—now that he has died as a 

ransom to set them free from the sins 

committed under the first covenant. Nor 

did he enter heaven to offer himself 

again and again, the way the high priest 

enters the Most Holy Place every year 

with blood that is not his own. Otherwise 

Christ would have had to suffer many 

times since the creation of the world. But 

he has appeared once for all at the 

culmination of the ages to do away with 

sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as 

people are destined to die once, and after 

that to face judgment, so Christ was 

sacrificed once to take away the sins of 

many; and he will appear a second time, 

not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to 

those who are waiting for him.  
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Hebrews 10:5-10  

That is why, when Christ came into the 

world, he said to God, “You did not 

want animal sacrifices or sin offerings. 

But you have given me a body to offer. 

You were not pleased with burnt 

offerings or other offerings for sin. Then 

I said, ‘Look, I have come to do your 

will, O God— as is written about me in 

the Scriptures.’” First, Christ said, “You 

did not want animal sacrifices or sin 

offerings or burnt offerings or other 

offerings for sin, nor were you pleased 

with them” though they are required by 

the law of Moses. Then he said, “Look, I 

have come to do your will.” He cancels 

the first covenant in order to put the 

second into effect. For God’s will was 

for us to be made holy by the sacrifice of 

the body of Jesus Christ, once for all 

time.  

 

Hebrews 10:5-10  

Therefore, when Christ came into the 

world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering 

you did not desire, but a body you 

prepared for me; with burnt offerings 

and sin offerings you were not pleased. 

Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written 

about me in the scroll— I have come to 

do your will, my God.’” First he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings 

and sin offerings you did not desire, nor 

were you pleased with them”—though 

they were offered in accordance with the 

law. Then he said, “Here I am, I have 

come to do your will.” He sets aside the 

first to establish the second. And by that 

will, we have been made holy through 

the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ 

once for all. 
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Peter 1:18-25, 2:1-3  

For you know that God paid a ransom to 

save you from the empty life you 

inherited from your ancestors. And it 

was not paid with mere gold or silver, 

which lose their value. It was the 

precious blood of Christ, the sinless, 

spotless Lamb of God. God chose him as 

your ransom long before the world 

began, but now in these last days he has 

been revealed for your sake. Through 

Christ you have come to trust in God. 

And you have placed your faith and 

hope in God because he raised Christ 

from the dead and gave him great glory. 

You were cleansed from your sins when 

you obeyed the truth, so now you must 

show sincere love to each other as 

brothers and sisters. Love each other 

deeply with all your heart. For you have 

been born again, but not to a life that 

will quickly end. Your new life will last 

forever because it comes from the 

eternal, living word of God. As the 

Scriptures say, “People are like grass; 

their beauty is like a flower in the field. 

The grass withers and the flower fades. 

But the word of the Lord remains 

forever.” And that word is the Good 

News that was preached to you.  

So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done 

with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, and 

all unkind speech. Like newborn babies, 

you must crave pure spiritual milk so 

that you will grow into a full experience 

of salvation. Cry out for this 

nourishment, now that you have had a 

taste of the Lord’s kindness. 

1 Peter 1:18-25, 2:1-3 

For you know that it was not with 

perishable things such as silver or gold 

that you were redeemed from the empty 

way of life handed down to you from 

your ancestors, but with the precious 

blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish 

or defect. He was chosen before the 

creation of the world, but was revealed 

in these last times for your sake. 

Through him you believe in God, who 

raised him from the dead and glorified 

him, and so your faith and hope are in 

God. Now that you have purified 

yourselves by obeying the truth so that 

you have sincere love for each other, 

love one another deeply, from the heart. 

For you have been born again, not of 

perishable seed, but of imperishable, 

through the living and enduring word of 

God. For, “All people are like grass, and 

all their glory is like the flowers of the 

field; the grass withers and the flowers 

fall, but the word of the Lord endures 

forever.” And this is the word that was 

preached to you.  

Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice 

and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and 

slander of every kind. Like newborn 

babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that 

by it you may grow up in your salvation, 

now that you have tasted that the Lord is 

good.  
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LESSON 5 – OUR ADOPTION AS CHILDREN 

 
A. Scripture Texts 

 

Mark 14:36 

John 1:12-13 

Romans 8:13-21 

 

Galatians 3:26 – 4:7 

Ephesians 1:5, 6 

Philippians 2:14-16 

Titus 3:7 

Hebrews 12:4-11 

1 John 3:1-3, 9-10 

1 John 5:18-19

 

 

B. How do the passages above describe the relationship which exists between God and Christians? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

C. What characteristics of the parent-child relationship need to be there between the Father and His 

children (Galatians 3:26 – 4:7; Romans  8:13-21; Mark 14:36; Hebrews 12:4-11; 1 John 3:1-3, 9-

10)? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

D. How does it affect you to know that you are not just God’s subject, but are a child of His with the 

full rights of sonship? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

E. Assignment. 

This week read Psalms 97-103 
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

 

Mark 14:36  

“Abba, Father,” he cried out, 

“everything is possible for you. Please 

take this cup of suffering away from me. 

Yet I want your will to be done, not 

mine.”  

 

John 1:12-13  

But to all who believed him and 

accepted him, he gave the right to 

become children of God. They are 

reborn—not with a physical birth 

resulting from human passion or plan, 

but a birth that comes from God.  

 

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

 

Mark 14:36  

“Abba, Father,” he said, “Everything is 

possible for you. Take this cup from me. 

Yet not what I will, but what you will.”  

 

 

 

John 1:12-13  

Yet to all who did receive him, to those 

who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God— 

children born not of natural descent, nor 

of human decision or a husband’s will, 

but born of God.  
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Romans 8:13-21  

For if you live by its dictates, you will 

die. But if through the power of the 

Spirit you put to death the deeds of your 

sinful nature, you will live. For all who 

are led by the Spirit of God are children 

of God. So you have not received a spirit 

that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, 

you received God’s Spirit when he 

adopted you as his own children. Now 

we call him, “Abba, Father.” For his 

Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that 

we are God’s children. And since we are 

his children, we are his heirs. In fact, 

together with Christ we are heirs of 

God’s glory. But if we are to share his 

glory, we must also share his suffering. 

Yet what we suffer now is nothing 

compared to the glory he will reveal to 

us later. For all creation is waiting 

eagerly for that future day when God 

will reveal who his children really are. 

Against its will, all creation was 

subjected to God’s curse. But with eager 

hope, the creation looks forward to the 

day when it will join God’s children in 

glorious freedom from death and decay.  

 

Romans 8:13-21  

For if you live according to the flesh, 

you will die; but if by the Spirit you put 

to death the misdeeds of the body, you 

will live. For those who are led by the 

Spirit of God are the children of God. 

The Spirit you received does not make 

you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 

rather, the Spirit you received brought 

about your adoption to sonship. And by 

him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit 

himself testifies with our spirit that we 

are God’s children. Now if we are 

children, then we are heirs—heirs of 

God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed 

we share in his sufferings in order that 

we may also share in his glory. I 

consider that our present sufferings are 

not worth comparing with the glory that 

will be revealed in us. For the creation 

waits in eager expectation for the 

children of God to be revealed. For the 

creation was subjected to frustration, not 

by its own choice, but by the will of the 

one who subjected it, in hope that the 

creation itself will be liberated from its 

bondage to decay and brought into the 

freedom and glory of the children of 

God.  
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Galatians 3:26-4:7  

For you are all children of God through 

faith in Christ Jesus. And all who have 

been united with Christ in baptism have 

put on Christ, like putting on new 

clothes. There is no longer Jew or 

Gentile, slave or free, male and female. 

For you are all one in Christ Jesus. And 

now that you belong to Christ, you are 

the true children of Abraham. You are 

his heirs, and God’s promise to Abraham 

belongs to you.  

 

Think of it this way. If a father dies and 

leaves an inheritance for his young 

children, those children are not much 

better off than slaves until they grow up, 

even though they actually own 

everything their father had. They have to 

obey their guardians until they reach 

whatever age their father set. And that’s 

the way it was with us before Christ 

came. We were like children; we were 

slaves to the basic spiritual principles of 

this world. But when the right time 

came, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, subject to the law. God sent him 

to buy freedom for us who were slaves 

to the law, so that he could adopt us as 

his very own children. And because we 

are his children, God has sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our hearts, prompting us 

to call out, “Abba, Father.” Now you are 

no longer a slave but God’s own child. 

And since you are his child, God has 

made you his heir 

 

Galatians 3:26-4:7  

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of 

God through faith, for all of you who 

were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ. There is neither 

Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, 

nor is there male and female, for you are 

all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to 

Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, 

and heirs according to the promise.  

 

What I am saying is that as long as an 

heir is underage, he is no different from 

a slave, although he owns the whole 

estate. The heir is subject to guardians 

and trustees until the time set by his 

father. So also, when we were underage, 

we were in slavery under the elemental 

spiritual forces of the world. But when 

the set time had fully come, God sent his 

Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those under the law, that 

we might receive adoption to sonship. 

Because you are his sons, God sent the 

Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the 

Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So 

you are no longer a slave, but God’s 

child; and since you are his child, God 

has made you also an heir.  
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Ephesians 1:5-6  

God decided in advance to adopt us into 

his own family by bringing us to himself 

through Jesus Christ. This is what he 

wanted to do, and it gave him great 

pleasure. So we praise God for the 

glorious grace he has poured out on us 

who belong to his dear Son.  

 

Philippians 2:14-16  

Do everything without complaining and 

arguing, so that no one can criticize you. 

Live clean, innocent lives as children of 

God, shining like bright lights in a world 

full of crooked and perverse people. 

Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on 

the day of Christ’s return, I will be proud 

that I did not run the race in vain and 

that my work was not useless.  

 

Titus 3:7  

Because of his grace he made us right in 

his sight and gave us confidence that we 

will inherit eternal life.  

 

Ephesians 1:5-6  

he predestined us for adoption to sonship 

through Jesus Christ, in accordance with 

his pleasure and will— to the praise of 

his glorious grace, which he has freely 

given us in the One he loves.  

 

 

 

Philippians 2:14-16  

Do everything without grumbling or 

arguing, so that you may become 

blameless and pure, “children of God 

without fault in a warped and crooked 

generation.” Then you will shine among 

them like stars in the sky as you hold 

firmly to the word of life. And then I 

will be able to boast on the day of Christ 

that I did not run or labor in vain.  

 

Titus 3:7  

so that, having been justified by his 

grace, we might become heirs having the 

hope of eternal life.  
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Hebrews 12:4-11  

After all, you have not yet given your 

lives in your struggle against sin. And 

have you forgotten the encouraging 

words God spoke to you as his children? 

He said, “My child, don’t make light of 

the Lord’s discipline, and don’t give up 

when he corrects you. For the Lord 

disciplines those he loves, and he 

punishes each one he accepts as his 

child.” As you endure this divine 

discipline, remember that God is treating 

you as his own children. Who ever heard 

of a child who is never disciplined by its 

father? If God doesn’t discipline you as 

he does all of his children, it means that 

you are illegitimate and are not really his 

children at all. Since we respected our 

earthly fathers who disciplined us, 

shouldn’t we submit even more to the 

discipline of the Father of our spirits, 

and live forever? For our earthly fathers 

disciplined us for a few years, doing the 

best they knew how. But God’s 

discipline is always good for us, so that 

we might share in his holiness. No 

discipline is enjoyable while it is 

happening—it’s painful! But afterward 

there will be a peaceful harvest of right 

living for those who are trained in this 

way.  

 

Hebrews 12:4-11  

In your struggle against sin, you have 

not yet resisted to the point of shedding 

your blood. And have you completely 

forgotten this word of encouragement 

that addresses you as a father addresses 

his son? It says, “My son, do not make 

light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not 

lose heart when he rebukes you, because 

the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

and he chastens everyone he accepts as 

his son.” Endure hardship as discipline; 

God is treating you as his children. For 

what children are not disciplined by their 

father? If you are not disciplined—and 

everyone undergoes discipline—then 

you are not legitimate, not true sons and 

daughters at all. Moreover, we have all 

had human fathers who disciplined us 

and we respected them for it. How much 

more should we submit to the Father of 

spirits and live! They disciplined us for a 

little while as they thought best; but God 

disciplines us for our good, in order that 

we may share in his holiness. No 

discipline seems pleasant at the time, but 

painful. Later on, however, it produces a 

harvest of righteousness and peace for 

those who have been trained by it.  
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1 John 3:1-3, 9-10  

See how very much our Father loves us, 

for he calls us his children, and that is 

what we are! But the people who belong 

to this world don’t recognize that we are 

God’s children because they don’t know 

him. Dear friends, we are already God’s 

children, but he has not yet shown us 

what we will be like when Christ 

appears. But we do know that we will be 

like him, for we will see him as he really 

is. And all who have this eager 

expectation will keep themselves pure, 

just as he is pure. Those who have been 

born into God’s family do not make a 

practice of sinning, because God’s life is 

in them. So they can’t keep on sinning, 

because they are children of God. So 

now we can tell who are children of God 

and who are children of the devil. 

Anyone who does not live righteously 

and does not love other believers does 

not belong to God.  

 

1 John 5:18-19  

We know that God’s children do not 

make a practice of sinning, for God’s 

Son holds them securely, and the evil 

one cannot touch them. We know that 

we are children of God and that the 

world around us is under the control of 

the evil one.  

1 John 3:1-3, 9-10  

See what great love the Father has 

lavished on us, that we should be called 

children of God! And that is what we 

are! The reason the world does not know 

us is that it did not know him. Dear 

friends, now we are children of God, and 

what we will be has not yet been made 

known. But we know that when Christ 

appears, we shall be like him, for we 

shall see him as he is. All who have this 

hope in him purify themselves, just as he 

is pure. No one who is born of God will 

continue to sin, because God’s seed 

remains in them; they cannot go on 

sinning, because they have been born of 

God. This is how we know who the 

children of God are and who the children 

of the devil are: Anyone who does not 

do what is right is not God’s child, nor is 

anyone who does not love their brother 

and sister.  

 

 

1 John 5:18-19  

We know that anyone born of God does 

not continue to sin; the One who was 

born of God keeps them safe, and the 

evil one cannot harm them. We know 

that we are children of God, and that the 

whole world is under the control of the 

evil one.  
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LESSON 6 – BURIED WITH CHRIST 

 
A. Scripture Texts 

 

Matthew 28:19 

Mark 16:15-16 

John 3:1-5 

Acts 2:37-41 

Acts 8:35-38 

Acts 22:14-16 

Romans 6:1-14 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13 

Galatians 3:26-27 

Ephesians 4:4-6 

Colossians 2:11-12 

Titus 3:4-7 

1 Peter 3:18-22

 

 

B. As you read the texts, make a list of the various things your baptism has done for you. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

C. Read the accounts of conversions in Acts 2:38, 41; Acts 8:5-12; Acts 8:13; Acts 8:26-39; Acts 

9:1-18; Acts 10:1-48; Acts 16:11-15; Acts  16:25-34; Acts 18:7-8; Acts 19:1-7; Acts 22:1-16.  

What were the various actions, decisions, and elements that went into the different conversions? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

D. In what passages does there seem to be a connection between salvation, forgiveness of sins, 

eternal life and the act of baptism? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

E. What things do the baptized believers possess which the unbaptized do not have? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 



45 

 

F. About Baptism? 

 

1.Baptism is a re-enactment of, identification with, and participation in: 

a. the death of Jesus 

b. the burial of Jesus 

c. the resurrection of Jesus (Romans 6:3-5) 

 

2. Baptism is for the person who chooses to die to sin and live for God (Romans 6:1-14). 

 

3. Baptism is commanded by Jesus (Matthew 28:19), and exemplified by Jesus (Matthew 3:13-

16).  In fact, anyone who teaches another about Jesus is commanded to baptize the new 

believer (Matthew 28:19). 

 

4. Baptism is in the name of (upon the authority of) the Father, the Son (Jesus) and the Holy 

Spirit – (Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:38).  

 

 

5. Through baptism, God provides the following: 

a. Salvation (Mark 16:16, 1 Peter 3:21). 

b. The forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16). 

c. The gift of the Spirit (Acts 2:38). 

d. A new life.  The person baptized has been born again (John 3:3-5), and 

regenerated (Titus 3:4-7). 

e. Newness of life (Romans 6:3-5). 

f. Membership in the church (the one baptized becomes a part of the body) (1 Cor. 

12:13, cf. Acts 2:38-47). 

g. A “clothing” by Christ (Gal. 3:27). 

 

 

6. Baptism is not a work that earns salvation, salvation is by grace, not works (Ephesians 2:8-9), 

but an act of faith in the working of God (Colossians 2:12, Galatians 3:26-27). 

 

 

7. Baptism is “included” in a presentation of the good news about Jesus; Philip obviously 

mentioned the purpose of baptism as he shared the good news about Jesus (Acts 8:35-36; cf. 

Matthew 28:19). 

 

 

G. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 58-65. 
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

 

Matthew 28:19  

Therefore, go and make disciples of all 

the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

Mark 16:15-16  

And then he told them, “Go into all the 

world and preach the Good News to 

everyone. Anyone who believes and is 

baptized will be saved. But anyone who 

refuses to believe will be condemned.  

 

John 3:1-5  

There was a man named Nicodemus, a 

Jewish religious leader who was a 

Pharisee. After dark one evening, he 

came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he 

said, “we all know that God has sent you 

to teach us. Your miraculous signs are 

evidence that God is with you.” Jesus 

replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you 

are born again, you cannot see the 

Kingdom of God.” “What do you 

mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How 

can an old man go back into his mother’s 

womb and be born again?” Jesus replied, 

“I assure you, no one can enter the 

Kingdom of God without being born of 

water and the Spirit.  

 

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

 

Matthew 28:19  

Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit,  

 

Mark 16:15-16  

He said to them, “Go into all the world 

and preach the gospel to all creation. 

Whoever believes and is baptized will be 

saved, but whoever does not believe will 

be condemned.  

 

John 3:1-5  

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named 

Nicodemus who was a member of the 

Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus 

at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that 

you are a teacher who has come from 

God. For no one could perform the signs 

you are doing if God were not with 

him.” Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell 

you, no one can see the kingdom of God 

unless they are born again.” “How can 

someone be born when they are old?” 

Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 

enter a second time into their mother’s 

womb to be born!” Jesus answered, 

“Very truly I tell you, no one can enter 

the kingdom of God unless they are born 

of water and the Spirit.  
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Acts 2:37-41  

Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and 

they said to him and to the other 

apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 

Peter replied, “Each of you must repent 

of your sins and turn to God, and be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins. Then you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

This promise is to you, to your children, 

and to those far away—all who have 

been called by the Lord our God.” Then 

Peter continued preaching for a long 

time, strongly urging all his listeners, 

“Save yourselves from this crooked 

generation!” Those who believed what 

Peter said were baptized and added to 

the church that day—about 3,000 in all.  

 

 

Acts 8:35-36, 38  

So beginning with this same Scripture, 

Philip told him the Good News about 

Jesus. As they rode along, they came to 

some water, and the eunuch said, “Look! 

There’s some water! Why can’t I be 

baptized?” He ordered the carriage to 

stop, and they went down into the water, 

and Philip baptized him.  

 

 

 

Acts 22:14-16  

“Then he told me, ‘The God of our 

ancestors has chosen you to know his 

will and to see the Righteous One and 

hear him speak. For you are to be his 

witness, telling everyone what you have 

seen and heard. What are you waiting 

for? Get up and be baptized. Have your 

sins washed away by calling on the name 

of the Lord.’  

 

Acts 2:37-41  

When the people heard this, they were 

cut to the heart and said to Peter and the 

other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we 

do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be 

baptized, every one of you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins. And you will receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for 

you and your children and for all who 

are far off—for all whom the Lord our 

God will call.” With many other words 

he warned them; and he pleaded with 

them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 

generation.” Those who accepted his 

message were baptized, and about three 

thousand were added to their number 

that day.  

 

 

Acts 8:35-36, 38  

Then Philip began with that very passage 

of Scripture and told him the good news 

about Jesus. As they traveled along the 

road, they came to some water and the 

eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What 

can stand in the way of my being 

baptized?” And he gave orders to stop 

the chariot. Then both Philip and the 

eunuch went down into the water and 

Philip baptized him.  

 

Acts 22:14-16  

“Then he said: ‘The God of our 

ancestors has chosen you to know his 

will and to see the Righteous One and to 

hear words from his mouth. You will be 

his witness to all people of what you 

have seen and heard. And now what are 

you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and 

wash your sins away, calling on his 

name.’  
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Romans 6:1-14  

Well then, should we keep on sinning so 

that God can show us more and more of 

his wonderful grace? Of course not! 

Since we have died to sin, how can we 

continue to live in it? Or have you 

forgotten that when we were joined with 

Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in 

his death? For we died and were buried 

with Christ by baptism. And just as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glorious power of the Father, now we 

also may live new lives. Since we have 

been united with him in his death, we 

will also be raised to life as he was. We 

know that our old sinful selves were 

crucified with Christ so that sin might 

lose its power in our lives. We are no 

longer slaves to sin. For when we died 

with Christ we were set free from the 

power of sin. And since we died with 

Christ, we know we will also live with 

him. We are sure of this because Christ 

was raised from the dead, and he will 

never die again. Death no longer has any 

power over him. When he died, he died 

once to break the power of sin. But now 

that he lives, he lives for the glory of 

God. So you also should consider 

yourselves to be dead to the power of sin 

and alive to God through Christ Jesus. 

Do not let sin control the way you live; 

do not give in to sinful desires. Do not 

let any part of your body become an 

instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, 

give yourselves completely to God, for 

you were dead, but now you have new 

life. So use your whole body as an 

instrument to do what is right for the 

glory of God. Sin is no longer your 

master, for you no longer live under the 

requirements of the law. Instead, you 

live under the freedom of God’s grace.  

 

Romans 6:1-14  

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on 

sinning so that grace may increase? By 

no means! We are those who have died 

to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 

Or don’t you know that all of us who 

were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? We were 

therefore buried with him through 

baptism into death in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead through 

the glory of the Father, we too may live 

a new life. For if we have been united 

with him in a death like his, we will 

certainly also be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. For we know that 

our old self was crucified with him so 

that the body ruled by sin might be done 

away with, that we should no longer be 

slaves to sin— because anyone who has 

died has been set free from sin. Now if 

we died with Christ, we believe that we 

will also live with him. For we know that 

since Christ was raised from the dead, he 

cannot die again; death no longer has 

mastery over him. The death he died, he 

died to sin once for all; but the life he 

lives, he lives to God. In the same way, 

count yourselves dead to sin but alive to 

God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let 

sin reign in your mortal body so that you 

obey its evil desires. Do not offer any 

part of yourself to sin as an instrument of 

wickedness, but rather offer yourselves 

to God as those who have been brought 

from death to life; and offer every part of 

yourself to him as an instrument of 

righteousness. For sin shall no longer be 

your master, because you are not under 

the law, but under grace.  
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1 Corinthians 12:12-13  

The human body has many parts, but the 

many parts make up one whole body. So 

it is with the body of Christ. Some of us 

are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are 

slaves, and some are free. But we have 

all been baptized into one body by one 

Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.  

 

Galatians 3:26-27  

For you are all children of God through 

faith in Christ Jesus. And all who have 

been united with Christ in baptism have 

put on Christ, like putting on new 

clothes.  

 

Ephesians 4:4-6  

For there is one body and one Spirit, just 

as you have been called to one glorious 

hope for the future. There is one Lord, 

one faith, one baptism, one God and 

Father of all, who is over all, in all, and 

living through all.  

 

Colossians 2:11-12  

When you came to Christ, you were 

“circumcised,” but not by a physical 

procedure. Christ performed a spiritual 

circumcision—the cutting away of your 

sinful nature. For you were buried with 

Christ when you were baptized. And 

with him you were raised to new life 

because you trusted the mighty power of 

God, who raised Christ from the dead.  

 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13  

Just as a body, though one, has many 

parts, but all its many parts form one 

body, so it is with Christ. For we were 

all baptized by one Spirit so as to form 

one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 

slave or free—and we were all given the 

one Spirit to drink.  

 

Galatians 3:26-27  

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of 

God through faith, for all of you who 

were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ.  

 

 

Ephesians 4:4-6  

There is one body and one Spirit, just as 

you were called to one hope when you 

were called; one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism; one God and Father of all, who 

is over all and through all and in all.  

 

 

Colossians 2:11-12  

In him you were also circumcised with a 

circumcision not performed by human 

hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh 

was put off when you were circumcised 

by Christ, having been buried with him 

in baptism, in which you were also 

raised with him through your faith in the 

working of God, who raised him from 

the dead.  
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Titus 3:4-7  

But— When God our Savior revealed 

his kindness and love, he saved us, not 

because of the righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy. He 

washed away our sins, giving us a new 

birth and new life through the Holy 

Spirit. He generously poured out the 

Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our 

Savior. Because of his grace he made us 

right in his sight and gave us confidence 

that we will inherit eternal life.  

 

1 Peter 3:18-22  

Christ suffered for our sins once for all 

time. He never sinned, but he died for 

sinners to bring you safely home to God. 

He suffered physical death, but he was 

raised to life in the Spirit. So he went 

and preached to the spirits in prison— 

those who disobeyed God long ago when 

God waited patiently while Noah was 

building his boat. Only eight people 

were saved from drowning in that 

terrible flood. And that water is a picture 

of baptism, which now saves you, not by 

removing dirt from your body, but as a 

response to God from a clean 

conscience. It is effective because of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. Now Christ 

has gone to heaven. He is seated in the 

place of honor next to God, and all the 

angels and authorities and powers accept 

his authority.  

Titus 3:4-7  

But when the kindness and love of God 

our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 

because of righteous things we had done, 

but because of his mercy. He saved us 

through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he 

poured out on us generously through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having 

been justified by his grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal 

life.  

 

1 Peter 3:18-22  

For Christ also suffered once for sins, 

the righteous for the unrighteous, to 

bring you to God. He was put to death in 

the body but made alive in the Spirit. 

After being made alive, he went and 

made proclamation to the imprisoned 

spirits— to those who were disobedient 

long ago when God waited patiently in 

the days of Noah while the ark was 

being built. In it only a few people, eight 

in all, were saved through water, and this 

water symbolizes baptism that now saves 

you also—not the removal of dirt from 

the body but the pledge of a clear 

conscience toward God. It saves you by 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has 

gone into heaven and is at God’s right 

hand—with angels, authorities and 

powers in submission to him.  
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LESSON 7 – THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 
A. Scripture Texts

John 14:15-20, 25-27 

John 15: 26-27 

John 16: 5-15 

Acts 1:4-5 

Acts 5:31-32 

Romans 8:1-16, 23, 26-

27 

1 Corinthians 2:6-16 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 

Galatians 5:22-23 

Ephesians 1:13, 14 

Ephesians 1:17-19 

Ephesians 2:14-18 

Ephesians 2:22 

Ephesians 3:5 

Ephesians 3:16-17 

Ephesians 4:3-4 

Ephesians 6:17-18 

1 Thessalonians 4:7-8 

2 Timothy 1:6-7, 13-14 

Titus 3:4-8 

1 Peter 1:12 

1 John 3:24

 

 

B. Where does the Spirit come from as found in John 14:16, 26; 16:7; 1 Corinthians 2:10-12; Titus 

3:5-6; 1 Peter 1:12; 1 John 3:24? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

C. Go through the passages listed and describe the things which the Holy Spirit does. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

D. Discuss the role of the Spirit regarding unity in Ephesians 2:14-22, 4:3-4; Acts 15:8, 9; Acts 

11:15-17; 1 Corinthians 12:4, 7, 12-13. 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

E. Look carefully at the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23.  Which characteristics of the fruit do 

you need the most help with? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

F. Stop and pray for God to grant you what you need. 

 

 

G. Assignment 

This week read Psalms 18-23. 
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

 

John 14:15-20, 25-27  

“If you love me, obey my 

commandments. And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another 

Advocate, who will never leave you. He 

is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all 

truth. The world cannot receive him, 

because it isn’t looking for him and 

doesn’t recognize him. But you know 

him, because he lives with you now and 

later will be in you. No, I will not 

abandon you as orphans—I will come to 

you. Soon the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me. Since I live, 

you also will live. When I am raised to 

life again, you will know that I am in my 

Father, and you are in me, and I am in 

you. I am telling you these things now 

while I am still with you. But when the 

Father sends the Advocate as my 

representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—

he will teach you everything and will 

remind you of everything I have told 

you. “I am leaving you with a gift—

peace of mind and heart. And the peace I 

give is a gift the world cannot give. So 

don’t be troubled or afraid.  

 

John 15:26-27  

“But I will send you the Advocate[a]—

the Spirit of truth. He will come to you 

from the Father and will testify all about 

me.  And you must also testify about me 

because you have been with me from the 

beginning of my ministry.  

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

 

John 14:15-20, 25-27  

“If you love me, keep my commands. 

And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another advocate to help you 

and be with you forever— the Spirit of 

truth. The world cannot accept him, 

because it neither sees him nor knows 

him. But you know him, for he lives 

with you and will be in you. I will not 

leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

Before long, the world will not see me 

anymore, but you will see me. Because I 

live, you also will live. On that day you 

will realize that I am in my Father, and 

you are in me, and I am in you. “All this 

I have spoken while still with you. But 

the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, will teach 

you all things and will remind you of 

everything I have said to you. Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give you. I 

do not give to you as the world gives. Do 

not let your hearts be troubled and do not 

be afraid.  

 

 

 

 

John 15:26-27  

“When the Advocate comes, whom I 

will send to you from the Father—the 

Spirit of truth who goes out from the 

Father—he will testify about me. And 

you also must testify, for you have been 

with me from the beginning.  
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John 16:5-15  

“But now I am going away to the one 

who sent me, and not one of you is 

asking where I am going. Instead, you 

grieve because of what I’ve told you. 

But in fact, it is best for you that I go 

away, because if I don’t, the Advocate 

won’t come. If I do go away, then I will 

send him to you. And when he comes, he 

will convict the world of its sin, and of 

God’s righteousness, and of the coming 

judgment. The world’s sin is that it 

refuses to believe in me. Righteousness 

is available because I go to the Father, 

and you will see me no more. Judgment 

will come because the ruler of this world 

has already been judged. “There is so 

much more I want to tell you, but you 

can’t bear it now. When the Spirit of 

truth comes, he will guide you into all 

truth. He will not speak on his own but 

will tell you what he has heard. He will 

tell you about the future. He will bring 

me glory by telling you whatever he 

receives from me. All that belongs to the 

Father is mine; this is why I said, ‘The 

Spirit will tell you whatever he receives 

from me.’  

 

Acts 1:4-5  

Once when he was eating with them, he 

commanded them, “Do not leave 

Jerusalem until the Father sends you the 

gift he promised, as I told you before. 

John baptized with water, but in just a 

few days you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.”  

 

Acts 5:31-32  

Then God put him in the place of honor 

at his right hand as Prince and Savior. 

He did this so the people of Israel would 

repent of their sins and be forgiven. We 

are witnesses of these things and so is 

the Holy Spirit, who is given by God to 

those who obey him.”  

John 16:5-15  

but now I am going to him who sent me. 

None of you asks me, ‘Where are you 

going?’ Rather, you are filled with grief 

because I have said these things. But 

very truly I tell you, it is for your good 

that I am going away. Unless I go away, 

the Advocate will not come to you; but if 

I go, I will send him to you. When he 

comes, he will prove the world to be in 

the wrong about sin and righteousness 

and judgment: about sin, because people 

do not believe in me; about 

righteousness, because I am going to the 

Father, where you can see me no longer; 

and about judgment, because the prince 

of this world now stands condemned. “I 

have much more to say to you, more 

than you can now bear. But when he, the 

Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you 

into all the truth. He will not speak on 

his own; he will speak only what he 

hears, and he will tell you what is yet to 

come. He will glorify me because it is 

from me that he will receive what he will 

make known to you. All that belongs to 

the Father is mine. That is why I said the 

Spirit will receive from me what he will 

make known to you.”  

 

Acts 1:4-5  

On one occasion, while he was eating 

with them, he gave them this command: 

“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 

gift my Father promised, which you have 

heard me speak about. For John baptized 

with water, but in a few days you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  

 

Acts 5:31-32  

God exalted him to his own right hand as 

Prince and Savior that he might bring 

Israel to repentance and forgive their 

sins. We are witnesses of these things, 

and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has 

given to those who obey him.” 
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Romans 8:1-16, 23, 26-27  NLT 

So now there is no condemnation for 

those who belong to Christ Jesus. And 

because you belong to him, the power of 

the life-giving Spirit has freed you from 

the power of sin that leads to death. The 

law of Moses was unable to save us 

because of the weakness of our sinful 

nature. So God did what the law could 

not do. He sent his own Son in a body 

like the bodies we sinners have. And in 

that body God declared an end to sin’s 

control over us by giving his Son as a 

sacrifice for our sins. He did this so that 

the just requirement of the law would be 

fully satisfied for us, who no longer 

follow our sinful nature but instead 

follow the Spirit. Those who are 

dominated by the sinful nature think 

about sinful things, but those who are 

controlled by the Holy Spirit think about 

things that please the Spirit. So letting 

your sinful nature control your mind 

leads to death. But letting the Spirit 

control your mind leads to life and 

peace. For the sinful nature is always 

hostile to God. It never did obey God’s 

laws, and it never will. That’s why those 

who are still under the control of their 

sinful nature can never please God. But 

you are not controlled by your sinful 

nature. You are controlled by the Spirit 

if you have the Spirit of God living in 

you. And remember that those who do 

not have the Spirit of Christ living in 

them do not belong to him at all. And 

Christ lives within you, so even though 

your body will die because of sin, the 

Spirit gives you life because you have 

been made right with God. The Spirit of 

God, who raised Jesus from the dead, 

lives in you. And just as God raised 

Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give 

life to your mortal bodies by this same 

Spirit living within you. Therefore, dear 

brothers and sisters, you have no 

obligation to do what your sinful nature 

urges you to do. For if you live by its 

dictates, you will die. But if through the 

power of the Spirit you put to death the 

deeds of your sinful nature, you will live. 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God 

are children of God. So you have not 

received a spirit that makes you fearful 

slaves. Instead, you received God’s 

Spirit when he adopted you as his own 

children. Now we call him, “Abba, 

Father.” For his Spirit joins with our 

spirit to affirm that we are God’s 

children. And we believers also groan, 

even though we have the Holy Spirit 

within us as a foretaste of future glory, 

for we long for our bodies to be released 

from sin and suffering. We, too, wait 

with eager hope for the day when God 

will give us our full rights as his adopted 

children, including the new bodies he 

has promised us. And the Holy Spirit 

helps us in our weakness. For example, 

we don’t know what God wants us to 

pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us 

with groanings that cannot be expressed 

in words. And the Father who knows all 

hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, 

for the Spirit pleads for us believers in 

harmony with God’s own will.  
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Romans 8:1-16, 23, 26-27 NIV  

Therefore, there is now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus, 

because through Christ Jesus the law of 

the Spirit who gives life has set you free 

from the law of sin and death. For what 

the law was powerless to do because it 

was weakened by the flesh, God did by 

sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so 

he condemned sin in the flesh, in order 

that the righteous requirement of the law 

might be fully met in us, who do not live 

according to the flesh but according to 

the Spirit. Those who live according to 

the flesh have their minds set on what 

the flesh desires; but those who live in 

accordance with the Spirit have their 

minds set on what the Spirit desires. The 

mind governed by the flesh is death, but 

the mind governed by the Spirit is life 

and peace. The mind governed by the 

flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 

to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those 

who are in the realm of the flesh cannot 

please God. You, however, are not in the 

realm of the flesh but are in the realm of 

the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God 

lives in you. And if anyone does not 

have the Spirit of Christ, they do not 

belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, 

then even though your body is subject to 

death because of sin, the Spirit gives life 

because of righteousness. And if the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 

dead is living in you, he who raised 

Christ from the dead will also give life to 

your mortal bodies because of his Spirit 

who lives in you. Therefore, brothers 

and sisters, we have an obligation—but 

it is not to the flesh, to live according to 

it. For if you live according to the flesh, 

you will die; but if by the Spirit you put 

to death the misdeeds of the body, you 

will live. For those who are led by the 

Spirit of God are the children of God. 

The Spirit you received does not make 

you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 

rather, the Spirit you received brought 

about your adoption to sonship. And by 

him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit 

himself testifies with our spirit that we 

are God’s children. Not only so, but we 

ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly 

for our adoption to sonship, the 

redemption of our bodies. In the same 

way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 

We do not know what we ought to pray 

for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for 

us through wordless groans. And he who 

searches our hearts knows the mind of 

the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 

for God’s people in accordance with the 

will of God. 
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1 Corinthians 2:6-16  

Yet when I am among mature believers, 

I do speak with words of wisdom, but 

not the kind of wisdom that belongs to 

this world or to the rulers of this world, 

who are soon forgotten. No, the wisdom 

we speak of is the mystery of God—his 

plan that was previously hidden, even 

though he made it for our ultimate glory 

before the world began. But the rulers of 

this world have not understood it; if they 

had, they would not have crucified our 

glorious Lord. That is what the 

Scriptures mean when they say, “No eye 

has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind 

has imagined what God has prepared for 

those who love him.” But it was to us 

that God revealed these things by his 

Spirit. For his Spirit searches out 

everything and shows us God’s deep 

secrets. No one can know a person’s 

thoughts except that person’s own spirit, 

and no one can know God’s thoughts 

except God’s own Spirit. And we have 

received God’s Spirit not the world’s 

spirit, so we can know the wonderful 

things God has freely given us. When we 

tell you these things, we do not use 

words that come from human wisdom. 

Instead, we speak words given to us by 

the Spirit, using the Spirit’s words to 

explain spiritual truths. But people who 

aren’t spiritual can’t receive these truths 

from God’s Spirit. It all sounds foolish 

to them and they can’t understand it, for 

only those who are spiritual can 

understand what the Spirit means. Those 

who are spiritual can evaluate all things, 

but they themselves cannot be evaluated 

by others. For, “Who can know the 

Lord’s thoughts? Who knows enough to 

teach him?” But we understand these 

things, for we have the mind of Christ.  

1 Corinthians 2:6-16  

We do, however, speak a message of 

wisdom among the mature, but not the 

wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this 

age, who are coming to nothing. No, we 

declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that 

has been hidden and that God destined 

for our glory before time began. None of 

the rulers of this age understood it, for if 

they had, they would not have crucified 

the Lord of glory. However, as it is 

written: “What no eye has seen, what no 

ear has heard, and what no human mind 

has conceived”— the things God has 

prepared for those who love him— these 

are the things God has revealed to us by 

his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, 

even the deep things of God. For who 

knows a person’s thoughts except their 

own spirit within them? In the same way 

no one knows the thoughts of God 

except the Spirit of God. What we have 

received is not the spirit of the world, but 

the Spirit who is from God, so that we 

may understand what God has freely 

given us. This is what we speak, not in 

words taught us by human wisdom but in 

words taught by the Spirit, explaining 

spiritual realities with Spirit-taught 

words. The person without the Spirit 

does not accept the things that come 

from the Spirit of God but considers 

them foolishness, and cannot understand 

them because they are discerned only 

through the Spirit. The person with the 

Spirit makes judgments about all things, 

but such a person is not subject to 

merely human judgments, for, “Who has 

known the mind of the Lord so as to 

instruct him?” But we have the mind of 

Christ. 
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2 Corinthians 3:17-18  

For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever 

the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

freedom. So all of us who have had that 

veil removed can see and reflect the 

glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is 

the Spirit—makes us more and more like 

him as we are changed into his glorious 

image.  

 

 

Galatians 5:22-23 

But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of 

fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

There is no law against these things! 

 

*Ephesians 1:13-14, 17-19 

And now you Gentiles have also heard 

the truth, the Good News that God saves 

you. And when you believed in Christ, 

he identified you as his own by giving 

you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised 

long ago. The Spirit is God’s guarantee 

that he will give us the inheritance he 

promised and that he has purchased us to 

be his own people. He did this so we 

would praise and glorify him.  

…asking God, the glorious Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual 

wisdom and insight so that you might 

grow in your knowledge of God. I pray 

that your hearts will be flooded with 

light so that you can understand the 

confident hope he has given to those he 

called—his holy people who are his rich 

and glorious inheritance. I also pray that 

you will understand the incredible 

greatness of God’s power for us who 

believe him.  

 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 3:17-18  

If anyone destroys God’s temple, God 

will destroy that person; for God’s 

temple is sacred, and you together are 

that temple. Do not deceive yourselves. 

If any of you think you are wise by the 

standards of this age, you should become 

“fools” so that you may become wise.  

 

 

 

Galatians 5:22-23  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

Against such things there is no law.  

 

 

*Ephesians 1:13-14, 17-19  

And you also were included in Christ 

when you heard the message of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation. When you 

believed, you were marked in him with a 

seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a 

deposit guaranteeing our inheritance 

until the redemption of those who are 

God’s possession—to the praise of his 

glory.  

 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 

give you the Spirit of wisdom and 

revelation, so that you may know him 

better. I pray that the eyes of your heart 

may be enlightened in order that you 

may know the hope to which he has 

called you, the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in his holy people, and his 

incomparably great power for us who 

believe. 
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*Ephesians 2:14-22  

For Christ himself has brought peace to 

us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one 

people when, in his own body on the 

cross, he broke down the wall of 

hostility that separated us. He did this by 

ending the system of law with its 

commandments and regulations. He 

made peace between Jews and Gentiles 

by creating in himself one new people 

from the two groups. Together as one 

body, Christ reconciled both groups to 

God by means of his death on the cross, 

and our hostility toward each other was 

put to death. He brought this Good News 

of peace to you Gentiles who were far 

away from him, and peace to the Jews 

who were near. Now all of us can come 

to the Father through the same Holy 

Spirit because of what Christ has done 

for us.  So now you Gentiles are no 

longer strangers and foreigners. You are 

citizens along with all of God’s holy 

people. You are members of God’s 

family. Together, we are his house, built 

on the foundation of the apostles and the 

prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ 

Jesus himself. We are carefully joined 

together in him, becoming a holy temple 

for the Lord. Through him you Gentiles 

are also being made part of this dwelling 

where God lives by his Spirit.  

 

*Ephesians 3:5  

God did not reveal it to previous 

generations, but now by his Spirit he has 

revealed it to his holy apostles and 

prophets.  

 

*Ephesians 3:16-17 I pray that from his 

glorious, unlimited resources he will 

empower you with inner strength 

through his Spirit. Then Christ will make 

his home in your hearts as you trust in 

him. Your roots will grow down into 

God’s love and keep you strong.  

*Ephesians 2:14-22  

For he himself is our peace, who has 

made the two groups one and has 

destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall 

of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh 

the law with its commands and 

regulations. His purpose was to create in 

himself one new humanity out of the 

two, thus making peace, and in one body 

to reconcile both of them to God through 

the cross, by which he put to death their 

hostility. He came and preached peace to 

you who were far away and peace to 

those who were near. For through him 

we both have access to the Father by one 

Spirit. Consequently, you are no longer 

foreigners and strangers, but fellow 

citizens with God’s people and also 

members of his household, built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 

cornerstone. In him the whole building is 

joined together and rises to become a 

holy temple in the Lord. And in him you 

too are being built together to become a 

dwelling in which God lives by his 

Spirit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Ephesians 3:5  

which was not made known to people in 

other generations as it has now been 

revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy 

apostles and prophets.  

 

*Ephesians 3:16-17  

I pray that out of his glorious riches he 

may strengthen you with power through 

his Spirit in your inner being, so that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts through 

faith. And I pray that you, being rooted 

and established in love, 
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*Ephesians 4:3-4  

Make every effort to keep yourselves 

united in the Spirit, binding yourselves 

together with peace. For there is one 

body and one Spirit, just as you have 

been called to one glorious hope for the 

future.  

 

*Ephesians 6:17-18  

Put on salvation as your helmet, and take 

the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

word of God. Pray in the Spirit at all 

times and on every occasion. Stay alert 

and be persistent in your prayers for all 

believers everywhere.  

 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:7-8  

God has called us to live holy lives, not 

impure lives. Therefore, anyone who 

refuses to live by these rules is not 

disobeying human teaching but is 

rejecting God, who gives his Holy Spirit 

to you.  

 

2 Timothy 1:6-7, 13-14  

This is why I remind you to fan into 

flames the spiritual gift God gave you 

when I laid my hands on you. For God 

has not given us a spirit of fear and 

timidity, but of power, love, and self-

discipline. Hold on to the pattern of 

wholesome teaching you learned from 

me—a pattern shaped by the faith and 

love that you have in Christ Jesus. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit 

who lives within us, carefully guard the 

precious truth that has been entrusted to 

you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Ephesians 4:3-4  

Make every effort to keep the unity of 

the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as 

you were called to one hope when you 

were called;  

 

 

*Ephesians 6:17-18  

Take the helmet of salvation and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God. And pray in the Spirit on all 

occasions with all kinds of prayers and 

requests. With this in mind, be alert and 

always keep on praying for all the Lord’s 

people.  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:7-8  

For God did not call us to be impure, but 

to live a holy life. Therefore, anyone 

who rejects this instruction does not 

reject a human being but God, the very 

God who gives you his Holy Spirit.  

 

 

2 Timothy 1:6-7, 13-14 

For this reason I remind you to fan into 

flame the gift of God, which is in you 

through the laying on of my hands. For 

the Spirit God gave us does not make us 

timid, but gives us power, love and self-

discipline. What you heard from me, 

keep as the pattern of sound teaching, 

with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 

Guard the good deposit that was 

entrusted to you—guard it with the help 

of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 



60 

 

Titus 3:4-8  

But— When God our Savior revealed 

his kindness and love, he saved us, not 

because of the righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy. He 

washed away our sins, giving us a new 

birth and new life through the Holy 

Spirit. He generously poured out the 

Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our 

Savior. Because of his grace he made us 

right in his sight and gave us confidence 

that we will inherit eternal life. This is a 

trustworthy saying, and I want you to 

insist on these teachings so that all who 

trust in God will devote themselves to 

doing good. These teachings are good 

and beneficial for everyone.  

 

1 Peter 1:12  

They were told that their messages were 

not for themselves, but for you. And now 

this Good News has been announced to 

you by those who preached in the power 

of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. It is 

all so wonderful that even the angels are 

eagerly watching these things happen.  

 

1 John 3:24  

Those who obey God’s commandments 

remain in fellowship with him, and he 

with them. And we know he lives in us 

because the Spirit he gave us lives in us.  

 

 

Titus 3:4-8  

But when the kindness and love of God 

our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 

because of righteous things we had done, 

but because of his mercy. He saved us 

through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he 

poured out on us generously through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having 

been justified by his grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal 

life. This is a trustworthy saying. And I 

want you to stress these things, so that 

those who have trusted in God may be 

careful to devote themselves to doing 

what is good. These things are excellent 

and profitable for everyone.  

 

1 Peter 1:12  

It was revealed to them that they were 

not serving themselves but you, when 

they spoke of the things that have now 

been told you by those who have 

preached the gospel to you by the Holy 

Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels 

long to look into these things.  

 

1 John 3:24  

The one who keeps God’s commands 

lives in him, and he in them. And this is 

how we know that he lives in us: We 

know it by the Spirit he gave us. 
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EXTRA VERSES 

Acts 15:8-9  

God knows people’s hearts, and he 

confirmed that he accepts Gentiles by 

giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he 

did to us. He made no distinction 

between us and them, for he cleansed 

their hearts through faith.  

 

Acts 11:15-17  

“As I began to speak,” Peter continued, 

“the Holy Spirit fell on them, just as he 

fell on us at the beginning. Then I 

thought of the Lord’s words when he 

said, ‘John baptized with water, but you 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 

And since God gave these Gentiles the 

same gift he gave us when we believed 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to 

stand in God’s way?”  

 

 

1 Corinthians 12:4, 7, 12-13  

There are different kinds of spiritual 

gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of 

them all. A spiritual gift is given to each 

of us so we can help each other. The 

human body has many parts, but the 

many parts make up one whole body. So 

it is with the body of Christ. Some of us 

are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are 

slaves, and some are free. But we have 

all been baptized into one body by one 

Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. 

Acts 15:8-9  

God, who knows the heart, showed that 

he accepted them by giving the Holy 

Spirit to them, just as he did to us. He 

did not discriminate between us and 

them, for he purified their hearts by 

faith.  

 

 

Acts 11:15-17  

“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 

came on them as he had come on us at 

the beginning. Then I remembered what 

the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.’ So if God gave them the 

same gift he gave us who believed in the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think 

that I could stand in God’s way?”  

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 12:4, 7, 12-13  

There are different kinds of gifts, but the 

same Spirit distributes them. Now to 

each one the manifestation of the Spirit 

is given for the common good. Just as a 

body, though one, has many parts, but all 

its many parts form one body, so it is 

with Christ. For we were all baptized by 

one Spirit so as to form one body—

whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—

and we were all given the one Spirit to 

drink.
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LESSON 8 – ETERNAL LIFE AND RESURRECTION 

 
A. Scripture Texts

John 3:14-16 

John 3:36 

John 5:24-30 

John 6:44-47 

John 11:21-27 

John 14-1-4 

Acts 4:2 

Romans 2:5-11 

Romans 6:22-23 

1 Cor 15:12-58 

2 Cor 4:16 – 5:10 

Philippians 3:10-11 

Philippians 3:20-21 

Colossians 3:4 

1 Thessalonians 4:17 

1 John 3:2 

1 John 5:11-13

 

 

B. Read the bolded passages above.  How does it make you feel to know that you will live forever 

with God? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

C. How does it make you feel to know that there are millions of others, some very close to you, who 

do not know Jesus Christ and the wonderful blessing of eternal life? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

D. From 1 Corinthians 15, 2 Corinthians 5:1-10, Colossians 3:4, and Philippians 3:20-21, describe 

the body we will receive from God at the end? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

E. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 104-106 



63 

 

NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

 

*John 3:14-16  

And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake 

on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of 

Man must be lifted up, so that everyone 

who believes in him will have eternal 

life. “For this is how God loved the 

world: He gave his one and only Son, so 

that everyone who believes in him will 

not perish but have eternal life.  

 

John 3:36  

And anyone who believes in God’s Son 

has eternal life. Anyone who doesn’t 

obey the Son will never experience 

eternal life but remains under God’s 

angry judgment.”  

 

John 5:24-30  

“I tell you the truth, those who listen to 

my message and believe in God who 

sent me have eternal life. They will 

never be condemned for their sins, but 

they have already passed from death into 

life. “And I assure you that the time is 

coming, indeed it’s here now, when the 

dead will hear my voice—the voice of 

the Son of God. And those who listen 

will live. The Father has life in himself, 

and he has granted that same life-giving 

power to his Son. And he has given him 

authority to judge everyone because he 

is the Son of Man. Don’t be so 

surprised! Indeed, the time is coming 

when all the dead in their graves will 

hear the voice of God’s Son, and they 

will rise again. Those who have done 

good will rise to experience eternal life, 

and those who have continued in evil 

will rise to experience judgment. I can 

do nothing on my own. I judge as God 

tells me. Therefore, my judgment is just, 

because I carry out the will of the one 

who sent me, not my own will.  

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

 

*John 3:14-16  

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 

wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, that everyone who believes 

may have eternal life in him.” For God 

so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

 

 

John 3:36  

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 

life, but whoever rejects the Son will not 

see life, for God’s wrath remains on 

them.  

 

 

John 5:24-30  

“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my 

word and believes him who sent me has 

eternal life and will not be judged but 

has crossed over from death to life. Very 

truly I tell you, a time is coming and has 

now come when the dead will hear the 

voice of the Son of God and those who 

hear will live. For as the Father has life 

in himself, so he has granted the Son 

also to have life in himself. And he has 

given him authority to judge because he 

is the Son of Man. “Do not be amazed at 

this, for a time is coming when all who 

are in their graves will hear his voice and 

come out—those who have done what is 

good will rise to live, and those who 

have done what is evil will rise to be 

condemned. By myself I can do nothing; 

I judge only as I hear, and my judgment 

is just, for I seek not to please myself but 

him who sent me. 
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John 6:44-47  

For no one can come to me unless the 

Father who sent me draws them to me, 

and at the last day I will raise them up. 

As it is written in the Scriptures, ‘They 

will all be taught by God.’ Everyone 

who listens to the Father and learns from 

him comes to me. Not that anyone has 

ever seen the Father; only I, who was 

sent from God, have seen him. “I tell 

you the truth, anyone who believes has 

eternal life.  

 

*John 11:21-27  

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you 

had been here, my brother would not 

have died. But even now I know that 

God will give you whatever you ask.” 

Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise 

again.” “Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise 

when everyone else rises, at the last 

day.” Jesus told her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Anyone who 

believes in me will live, even after 

dying. Everyone who lives in me and 

believes in me will never ever die. Do 

you believe this, Martha?” “Yes, Lord,” 

she told him. “I have always believed 

you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 

one who has come into the world from 

God.”  

 

*John 14:1-4  

“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust 

in God, and trust also in me. There is 

more than enough room in my Father’s 

home. If this were not so, would I have 

told you that I am going to prepare a 

place for you? When everything is 

ready, I will come and get you, so that 

you will always be with me where I am. 

And you know the way to where I am 

going.”  

 

John 6:44-47  

“No one can come to me unless the 

Father who sent me draws them, and I 

will raise them up at the last day. It is 

written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be 

taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard 

the Father and learned from him comes 

to me. No one has seen the Father except 

the one who is from God; only he has 

seen the Father. Very truly I tell you, the 

one who believes has eternal life.  

 

 

*John 11:21-27  

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had 

been here, my brother would not have 

died. But I know that even now God will 

give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said 

to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

Martha answered, “I know he will rise 

again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 

and the life. The one who believes in me 

will live, even though they die; and 

whoever lives by believing in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, 

Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you 

are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is 

to come into the world.”  

 

 

 

*John 14:1-4  

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You 

believe in God; believe also in me. My 

Father’s house has many rooms; if that 

were not so, would I have told you that I 

am going there to prepare a place for 

you? And if I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come back and take you to be 

with me that you also may be where I 

am. You know the way to the place 

where I am going.” 
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Acts 4:2  

These leaders were very disturbed that 

Peter and John were teaching the people 

that through Jesus there is a resurrection 

of the dead. 

 

Romans 2:5-11  

But because you are stubborn and refuse 

to turn from your sin, you are storing up 

terrible punishment for yourself. For a 

day of anger is coming, when God’s 

righteous judgment will be revealed. He 

will judge everyone according to what 

they have done. He will give eternal life 

to those who keep on doing good, 

seeking after the glory and honor and 

immortality that God offers. But he will 

pour out his anger and wrath on those 

who live for themselves, who refuse to 

obey the truth and instead live lives of 

wickedness. There will be trouble and 

calamity for everyone who keeps on 

doing what is evil—for the Jew first and 

also for the Gentile. But there will be 

glory and honor and peace from God for 

all who do good—for the Jew first and 

also for the Gentile. For God does not 

show favoritism.  

 

Romans 6:22-23  

But now you are free from the power of 

sin and have become slaves of God. 

Now you do those things that lead to 

holiness and result in eternal life. For the 

wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 

God is eternal life through Christ Jesus 

our Lord.

Acts 4:2  

They were greatly disturbed because the 

apostles were teaching the people, 

proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of 

the dead.  

 

Romans 2:5-11  

But because of your stubbornness and 

your unrepentant heart, you are storing 

up wrath against yourself for the day of 

God’s wrath, when his righteous 

judgment will be revealed. God “will 

repay each person according to what 

they have done.” To those who by 

persistence in doing good seek glory, 

honor and immortality, he will give 

eternal life. But for those who are self-

seeking and who reject the truth and 

follow evil, there will be wrath and 

anger. There will be trouble and distress 

for every human being who does evil: 

first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; but 

glory, honor and peace for everyone who 

does good: first for the Jew, then for the 

Gentile. For God does not show 

favoritism.  

 

 

 

Romans 6:22-23  

But now that you have been set free 

from sin and have become slaves of 

God, the benefit you reap leads to 

holiness, and the result is eternal life. 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift 

of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 
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*1 Corinthians 15:12-36 NLT 

But tell me this—since we preach that 

Christ rose from the dead, why are some 

of you saying there will be no 

resurrection of the dead? For if there is 

no resurrection of the dead, then Christ 

has not been raised either. And if Christ 

has not been raised, then all our 

preaching is useless, and your faith is 

useless. And we apostles would all be 

lying about God—for we have said that 

God raised Christ from the grave. But 

that can’t be true if there is no 

resurrection of the dead. And if there is 

no resurrection of the dead, then Christ 

has not been raised. And if Christ has 

not been raised, then your faith is useless 

and you are still guilty of your sins. In 

that case, all who have died believing in 

Christ are lost! And if our hope in Christ 

is only for this life, we are more to be 

pitied than anyone in the world. But in 

fact, Christ has been raised from the 

dead. He is the first of a great harvest of 

all who have died. So you see, just as 

death came into the world through a 

man, now the resurrection from the dead 

has begun through another man. Just as 

everyone dies because we all belong to 

Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ 

will be given new life. But there is an 

order to this resurrection: Christ was 

raised as the first of the harvest; then all 

who belong to Christ will be raised when 

he comes back. After that the end will 

come, when he will turn the Kingdom 

over to God the Father, having destroyed 

every ruler and authority and power. For 

Christ must reign until he humbles all 

his enemies beneath his feet. And the 

last enemy to be destroyed is death. For 

the Scriptures say, “God has put all 

things under his authority.” Of course, 

when it says “all things are under his 

authority,” that does not include God 

himself, who gave Christ his authority. 

Then, when all things are under his 

authority, the Son will put himself under 

God’s authority, so that God, who gave 

his Son authority over all things, will be 

utterly supreme over everything 

everywhere. If the dead will not be 

raised, what point is there in people 

being baptized for those who are dead? 

Why do it unless the dead will someday 

rise again? And why should we 

ourselves risk our lives hour by hour? 

For I swear, dear brothers and sisters, 

that I face death daily. This is as certain 

as my pride in what Christ Jesus our 

Lord has done in you. And what value 

was there in fighting wild beasts—those 

people of Ephesus—if there will be no 

resurrection from the dead? And if there 

is no resurrection, “Let’s feast and drink, 

for tomorrow we die!” Don’t be fooled 

by those who say such things, for “bad 

company corrupts good character.” 

Think carefully about what is right, and 

stop sinning. For to your shame I say 

that some of you don’t know God at all. 

But someone may ask, “How will the 

dead be raised? What kind of bodies will 

they have?” What a foolish question! 

When you put a seed into the ground, it 

doesn’t grow into a plant unless it dies 

first. 
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*1 Corinthians 15:12-36  NIV 

But if it is preached that Christ has been 

raised from the dead, how can some of you 

say that there is no resurrection of the 

dead? If there is no resurrection of the 

dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 

And if Christ has not been raised, our 

preaching is useless and so is your faith. 

More than that, we are then found to be 

false witnesses about God, for we have 

testified about God that he raised Christ 

from the dead. But he did not raise him if 

in fact the dead are not raised. For if the 

dead are not raised, then Christ has not 

been raised either. And if Christ has not 

been raised, your faith is futile; you are 

still in your sins. Then those also who 

have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only 

for this life we have hope in Christ, we are 

of all people most to be pitied. But Christ 

has indeed been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

For since death came through a man, the 

resurrection of the dead comes also 

through a man. For as in Adam all die, so 

in Christ all will be made alive. But each 

in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when 

he comes, those who belong to him. Then 

the end will come, when he hands over the 

kingdom to God the Father after he has 

destroyed all dominion, authority and 

power. For he must reign until he has put 

all his enemies under his feet. The last 

enemy to be destroyed is death. For he 

“has put everything under his feet.” Now 

when it says that “everything” has been 

put under him, it is clear that this does not 

include God himself, who put everything 

under Christ. When he has done this, then 

the Son himself will be made subject to 

him who put everything under him, so that 

God may be all in all. Now if there is no 

resurrection, what will those do who are 

baptized for the dead? If the dead are not 

raised at all, why are people baptized for 

them? And as for us, why do we endanger 

ourselves every hour? I face death every 

day—yes, just as surely as I boast about 

you in Christ Jesus our Lord. If I fought 

wild beasts in Ephesus with no more than 

human hopes, what have I gained? If the 

dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, 

for tomorrow we die.” Do not be misled: 

“Bad company corrupts good character.” 

Come back to your senses as you ought, 

and stop sinning; for there are some who 

are ignorant of God—I say this to your 

shame. But someone will ask, “How are 

the dead raised? With what kind of body 

will they come?” How foolish! What you 

sow does not come to life unless it dies.  
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*2 Corinthians 4:16- 5:10  

For we know that when this earthly tent 

we live in is taken down that is, when we 

die and leave this earthly body, we will 

have a house in heaven, an eternal body 

made for us by God himself and not by 

human hands. We grow weary in our 

present bodies, and we long to put on 

our heavenly bodies like new clothing. 

For we will put on heavenly bodies; we 

will not be spirits without bodies. While 

we live in these earthly bodies, we groan 

and sigh, but it’s not that we want to die 

and get rid of these bodies that clothe us. 

Rather, we want to put on our new 

bodies so that these dying bodies will be 

swallowed up by life. God himself has 

prepared us for this, and as a guarantee 

he has given us his Holy Spirit. So we 

are always confident, even though we 

know that as long as we live in these 

bodies we are not at home with the Lord. 

For we live by believing and not by 

seeing. Yes, we are fully confident, and 

we would rather be away from these 

earthly bodies, for then we will be at 

home with the Lord. So whether we are 

here in this body or away from this 

body, our goal is to please him. For we 

must all stand before Christ to be judged. 

We will each receive whatever we 

deserve for the good or evil we have 

done in this earthly body. That is why 

we never give up. Though our bodies are 

dying, our spirits are being renewed 

every day. For our present troubles are 

small and won’t last very long. Yet they 

produce for us a glory that vastly 

outweighs them and will last forever! So 

we don’t look at the troubles we can see 

now; rather, we fix our gaze on things 

that cannot be seen. For the things we 

see now will soon be gone, but the 

things we cannot see will last forever.  

*2 Corinthians 4:16- 5:10  

For we know that if the earthly tent we 

live in is destroyed, we have a building 

from God, an eternal house in heaven, 

not built by human hands. Meanwhile 

we groan, longing to be clothed instead 

with our heavenly dwelling, because 

when we are clothed, we will not be 

found naked. For while we are in this 

tent, we groan and are burdened, because 

we do not wish to be unclothed but to be 

clothed instead with our heavenly 

dwelling, so that what is mortal may be 

swallowed up by life. Now the one who 

has fashioned us for this very purpose is 

God, who has given us the Spirit as a 

deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

Therefore, we are always confident and 

know that as long as we are at home in 

the body we are away from the Lord. For 

we live by faith, not by sight. We are 

confident, I say, and would prefer to be 

away from the body and at home with 

the Lord. So we make it our goal to 

please him, whether we are at home in 

the body or away from it. For we must 

all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, so that each of us may receive 

what is due us for the things done while 

in the body, whether good or bad. 

Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though 

outwardly we are wasting away, yet 

inwardly we are being renewed day by 

day. For our light and momentary 

troubles are achieving for us an eternal 

glory that far outweighs them all. So we 

fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 

what is unseen, since what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 
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Philippians 3:10-11  

I want to know Christ and experience the 

mighty power that raised him from the 

dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing 

in his death, so that one way or another I 

will experience the resurrection from the 

dead!  

 

Philippians 3:20-21  

But we are citizens of heaven, where the 

Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are 

eagerly waiting for him to return as our 

Savior. He will take our weak mortal 

bodies and change them into glorious 

bodies like his own, using the same 

power with which he will bring 

everything under his control.  

 

Colossians 3:4  

And when Christ, who is your life, is 

revealed to the whole world, you will 

share in all his glory.  

 

*1 Thessalonians 4:17  

Then, together with them, we who are 

still alive and remain on the earth will be 

caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air. Then we will be with the Lord 

forever.  

 

1 John 3:2  

Dear friends, we are already God’s 

children, but he has not yet shown us 

what we will be like when Christ 

appears. But we do know that we will be 

like him, for we will see him as he really 

is.  
 

*1 John 5:11-13  

And this is what God has testified: He 

has given us eternal life, and this life is 

in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; 

whoever does not have God’s Son does 

not have life. I have written this to you 

who believe in the name of the Son of 

God, so that you may know you have 

eternal life.  

Philippians 3:10-11  

I want to know Christ—yes, to know the 

power of his resurrection and 

participation in his sufferings, becoming 

like him in his death, and so, somehow, 

attaining to the resurrection from the 

dead.  

 

Philippians 3:20-21  

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we 

eagerly await a Savior from there, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power 

that enables him to bring everything 

under his control, will transform our 

lowly bodies so that they will be like his 

glorious body.  

 

 

Colossians 3:4  

When Christ, who is your life, appears, 

then you also will appear with him in 

glory.  

 

*1 Thessalonians 4:17  

After that, we who are still alive and are 

left will be caught up together with them 

in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

And so we will be with the Lord forever.  

 

 

1 John 3:2  

Dear friends, now we are children of 

God, and what we will be has not yet 

been made known. But we know that 

when Christ appears, we shall be like 

him, for we shall see him as he is.  

 
 

*1 John 5:11-13  

And this is the testimony: God has given 

us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

Whoever has the Son has life; whoever 

does not have the Son of God does not 

have life. I write these things to you who 

believe in the name of the Son of God so 

that you may know that you have eternal 

life. 
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LESSON 9 – THE BLESSING OF GOD’S 

INTERVENTION – WE ARE NOT ALONE! 

 
A. Scripture Texts

Matthew 9:35-38 

Matthew 28:20 

John 14:16-17 

Acts 1:8 

Romans 8:26 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

Ephesians 1:17-19 

Ephesians 3:14-19 

Philippians 2:13 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Philippians 4:13 

Colossians 1:9-12 

James 1:5-8 

1 John 5:14-15 

NLT only attached 

John 11:1-44 

Exodus 12:31 – 13:22 

Judges 6:1 – 7:25 

Ezra 1:1-5 

Daniel 3:1-30 

Daniel 6:1-28

 

 

B. We do not have a God who is dead, or inactive, or disinterested, or powerless, but God is active 

and interested in the world and in the lives of His people.  That has always been His way. 

 

C. Read the bolded passages together.  What do these passages teach about the involvement of God 

in the lives of His people? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

D. What does all of this tell us about the involvement of God in our lives and in the church today? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

E. In what things to you need and in what things does the church need God to intervene today? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

F. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 1-8. 
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

 

Matthew 9:35-38  

Jesus traveled through all the towns and 

villages of that area, teaching in the 

synagogues and announcing the Good 

News about the Kingdom. And he healed 

every kind of disease and illness. When he 

saw the crowds, he had compassion on 

them because they were confused and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. He 

said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, 

but the workers are few. So pray to the 

Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask 

him to send more workers into his fields.”  

 

*Matthew 28:20  

Teach these new disciples to obey all the 

commands I have given you. And be sure 

of this: I am with you always, even to the 

end of the age.”  

 

John 14:16-17  

And I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another Advocate, who will never 

leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads 

into all truth. The world cannot receive 

him, because it isn’t looking for him and 

doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, 

because he lives with you now and later 

will be in you.  

 

Acts 1:8  

But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes upon you. And you will be 

my witnesses, telling people about me 

everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout 

Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.”  

 

*Romans 8:26  

And the Holy Spirit helps us in our 

weakness. For example, we don’t know 

what God wants us to pray for. But the 

Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings 

that cannot be expressed in words.  

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

 

Matthew 9:35-38 

Jesus went through all the towns and 

villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom 

and healing every disease and sickness. 

When he saw the crowds, he had 

compassion on them, because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 

“The harvest is plentiful but the workers 

are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his 

harvest field.” 

 

*Matthew 28:20 

and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the 

age.” 

 

John 14:16-17 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another advocate to help you and be 

with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The 

world cannot accept him, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. But you 

know him, for he lives with you and will 

be in you. 

 

 

Acts 1:8 

But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 

 

 

*Romans 8:26 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 

weakness. We do not know what we ought 

to pray for, but the Spirit himself 

intercedes for us through wordless groans. 
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2 Corinthians 1:3-4  

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father 

and the source of all comfort. He comforts 

us in all our troubles so that we can 

comfort others. When they are troubled, 

we will be able to give them the same 

comfort God has given us.  

 

Ephesians 1:17-20  

asking God, the glorious Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual 

wisdom and insight so that you might 

grow in your knowledge of God. I pray 

that your hearts will be flooded with light 

so that you can understand the confident 

hope he has given to those he called—his 

holy people who are his rich and glorious 

inheritance. I also pray that you will 

understand the incredible greatness of 

God’s power for us who believe him. This 

is the same mighty power that raised 

Christ from the dead and seated him in the 

place of honor at God’s right hand in the 

heavenly realms.  

 

*Ephesians 3:14-19  

When I think of all this, I fall to my knees 

and pray to the Father, the Creator of 

everything in heaven and on earth. I pray 

that from his glorious, unlimited resources 

he will empower you with inner strength 

through his Spirit. Then Christ will make 

his home in your hearts as you trust in 

him. Your roots will grow down into 

God’s love and keep you strong. And may 

you have the power to understand, as all 

God’s people should, how wide, how long, 

how high, and how deep his love is. May 

you experience the love of Christ, though 

it is too great to understand fully. Then 

you will be made complete with all the 

fullness of life and power that comes from 

God.  

 

 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

Praise be to the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

compassion and the God of all comfort, 

who comforts us in all our troubles, so that 

we can comfort those in any trouble with 

the comfort we ourselves receive from 

God. 

 

Ephesians 1:17-20 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give 

you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so 

that you may know him better. I pray that 

the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 

in order that you may know the hope to 

which he has called you, the riches of his 

glorious inheritance in his holy people, 

and his incomparably great power for us 

who believe. That power is the same as the 

mighty strength he exerted when he raised 

Christ from the dead and seated him at his 

right hand in the heavenly realms, 

 

 

 

*Ephesians 3:14-19 

For this reason I kneel before the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on 

earth derives its name. I pray that out of 

his glorious riches he may strengthen you 

with power through his Spirit in your inner 

being, so that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith. And I pray that you, 

being rooted and established in love, may 

have power, together with all the Lord’s 

holy people, to grasp how wide and long 

and high and deep is the love of Christ, 

and to know this love that surpasses 

knowledge —that you may be filled to the 

measure of all the fullness of God. 
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*Philippians 2:13  

For God is working in you, giving you the 

desire and the power to do what pleases 

him.  

 

*Philippians 4:4-7, 13  

Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it 

again—rejoice! Let everyone see that you 

are considerate in all you do. Remember, 

the Lord is coming soon. Don’t worry 

about anything; instead, pray about 

everything. Tell God what you need, and 

thank him for all he has done. Then you 

will experience God’s peace, which 

exceeds anything we can understand. His 

peace will guard your hearts and minds as 

you live in Christ Jesus.  

For I can do everything through Christ, 

who gives me strength.  

 

Colossians 4:9-12  

I am also sending Onesimus, a faithful and 

beloved brother, one of your own people. 

He and Tychicus will tell you everything 

that’s happening here. Aristarchus, who is 

in prison with me, sends you his greetings, 

and so does Mark, Barnabas’s cousin. As 

you were instructed before, make Mark 

welcome if he comes your way. Jesus the 

one we call Justus also sends his greetings. 

These are the only Jewish believers among 

my co-workers; they are working with me 

here for the Kingdom of God. And what a 

comfort they have been! Epaphras, a 

member of your own fellowship and a 

servant of Christ Jesus, sends you his 

greetings. He always prays earnestly for 

you, asking God to make you strong and 

perfect, fully confident that you are 

following the whole will of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Philippians 2:13 

for it is God who works in you to will and 

to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 

 

 

*Philippians 4:4-7, 13 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 

again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be 

evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be 

anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God. And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

I can do all this through him who gives me 

strength. 

 

 

 

Colossians 4:9-12 

He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful 

and dear brother, who is one of you. They 

will tell you everything that is happening 

here. 

My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you 

his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of 

Barnabas. (You have received instructions 

about him; if he comes to you, welcome 

him.) Jesus, who is called Justus, also 

sends greetings. These are the only Jews 

among my co-workers for the kingdom of 

God, and they have proved a comfort to 

me. Epaphras, who is one of you and a 

servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. 

He is always wrestling in prayer for you, 

that you may stand firm in all the will of 

God, mature and fully assured. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



74 

 

*James 1:5-8  

If you need wisdom, ask our generous 

God, and he will give it to you. He will not 

rebuke you for asking. But when you ask 

him, be sure that your faith is in God 

alone. Do not waver, for a person with 

divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of 

the sea that is blown and tossed by the 

wind. Such people should not expect to 

receive anything from the Lord. Their 

loyalty is divided between God and the 

world, and they are unstable in everything 

they do.  

 

*1 John 5:14-15  

And we are confident that he hears us 

whenever we ask for anything that pleases 

him. And since we know he hears us when 

we make our requests, we also know that 

he will give us what we ask for.  

 

*James 1:5-8 

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should 

ask God, who gives generously to all 

without finding fault, and it will be given 

to you. But when you ask, you must 

believe and not doubt, because the one 

who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 

blown and tossed by the wind. That person 

should not expect to receive anything from 

the Lord. Such a person is double-minded 

and unstable in all they do. 

 

 

 

*1 John 5:14-15 

This is the confidence we have in 

approaching God: that if we ask anything 

according to his will, he hears us. And if 

we know that he hears us—whatever we 

ask—we know that we have what we 

asked of him. 
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION (ONLY) 

 

John 11:1-25  

The Raising of Lazarus 

A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his sisters, Mary and Martha.  This is 

the Mary who later poured the expensive perfume on the Lord’s feet and wiped them with her 

hair.[a] Her brother, Lazarus, was sick.  So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, 

“Lord, your dear friend is very sick.” 

 

But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death. No, it happened 

for the glory of God so that the Son of God will receive glory from this.”  So although Jesus loved 

Martha, Mary, and Lazarus,  he stayed where he was for the next two days.  Finally, he said to his 

disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.” 

 

But his disciples objected. “Rabbi,” they said, “only a few days ago the people[b] in Judea were 

trying to stone you. Are you going there again?” 

 

Jesus replied, “There are twelve hours of daylight every day. During the day people can walk 

safely. They can see because they have the light of this world.  But at night there is danger of 

stumbling because they have no light.”  Then he said, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but 

now I will go and wake him up.” 

 

The disciples said, “Lord, if he is sleeping, he will soon get better!”  They thought Jesus meant 

Lazarus was simply sleeping, but Jesus meant Lazarus had died. 

 

So he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.  And for your sakes, I’m glad I wasn’t there, for now 

you will really believe. Come, let’s go see him.” 

 

Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s go, too—and die with Jesus.” 

 

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus had already been in his grave for four 

days.  Bethany was only a few miles[d] down the road from Jerusalem,  and many of the people 

had come to console Martha and Mary in their loss.  When Martha got word that Jesus was 

coming, she went to meet him. But Mary stayed in the house.  Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But even now I know that God will give you 

whatever you ask.” 

 

Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

 

“Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else rises, at the last day.” 

 

Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after 

dying.  Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die. Do you believe this, 

Martha?” 
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“Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 

who has come into the world from God.”  Then she returned to Mary. She called Mary aside from 

the mourners and told her, “The Teacher is here and wants to see you.”  So Mary immediately 

went to him. 

 

Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place where Martha met him.  When the people who 

were at the house consoling Mary saw her leave so hastily, they assumed she was going to 

Lazarus’s grave to weep. So they followed her there.  When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell at 

his feet and said, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

 

When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a deep anger welled up 

within him, and he was deeply troubled.  “Where have you put him?” he asked them. 

 

They told him, “Lord, come and see.”  Then Jesus wept.  The people who were standing nearby 

said, “See how much he loved him!”  But some said, “This man healed a blind man. Couldn’t he 

have kept Lazarus from dying?” 

 

Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with a stone rolled across its entrance.  “Roll 

the stone aside,” Jesus told them. 

 

But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, he has been dead for four days. The smell will 

be terrible.” 

 

Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you believe?”  So they rolled 

the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. You 

always hear me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so that they 

will believe you sent me.”  Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!”  And the dead man came 

out, his hands and feet bound in graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told them, 

“Unwrap him and let him go!” 

 

*Exodus 12:31-13:22 

Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron during the night. “Get out!” he ordered. “Leave my people—

and take the rest of the Israelites with you! Go and worship the Lord as you have requested. Take 

your flocks and herds, as you said, and be gone. Go, but bless me as you leave.” All the Egyptians 

urged the people of Israel to get out of the land as quickly as possible, for they thought, “We will 

all die!” 

The Israelites took their bread dough before yeast was added. They wrapped their kneading boards 

in their cloaks and carried them on their shoulders.  And the people of Israel did as Moses had 

instructed; they asked the Egyptians for clothing and articles of silver and gold.  The Lord caused 

the Egyptians to look favorably on the Israelites, and they gave the Israelites whatever they asked 

for. So they stripped the Egyptians of their wealth! 

 

 That night the people of Israel left Rameses and started for Succoth. There were about 600,000 

men, plus all the women and children.  A rabble of non-Israelites went with them, along with great 

flocks and herds of livestock.  For bread they baked flat cakes from the dough without yeast they 
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had brought from Egypt. It was made without yeast because the people were driven out of Egypt in 

such a hurry that they had no time to prepare the bread or other food. 

 

The people of Israel had lived in Egypt for 430 years.  In fact, it was on the last day of the 430th 

year that all the Lord’s forces left the land.  On this night the Lord kept his promise to bring his 

people out of the land of Egypt. So this night belongs to him, and it must be commemorated every 

year by all the Israelites, from generation to generation. 

 

Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “These are the instructions for the festival of Passover. 

No outsiders are allowed to eat the Passover meal.  But any slave who has been purchased may eat 

it if he has been circumcised.  Temporary residents and hired servants may not eat it.  Each 

Passover lamb must be eaten in one house. Do not carry any of its meat outside, and do not break 

any of its bones. The whole community of Israel must celebrate this Passover festival. 

 

“If there are foreigners living among you who want to celebrate the Lord’s Passover, let all their 

males be circumcised. Only then may they celebrate the Passover with you like any native-born 

Israelite. But no uncircumcised male may ever eat the Passover meal.  This instruction applies to 

everyone, whether a native-born Israelite or a foreigner living among you.” 

 

So all the people of Israel followed all the Lord’s commands to Moses and Aaron.  On that very 

day the Lord brought the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt like an army. 

 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Dedicate to me every firstborn among the Israelites. The first 

offspring to be born, of both humans and animals, belongs to me.” 

 

So Moses said to the people, “This is a day to remember forever—the day you left Egypt, the place 

of your slavery. Today the Lord has brought you out by the power of his mighty hand. (Remember, 

eat no food containing yeast.) On this day in early spring, in the month of Abib, you have been set 

free. You must celebrate this event in this month each year after the Lord brings you into the land 

of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites, and Jebusites. (He swore to your ancestors that he 

would give you this land—a land flowing with milk and honey.) For seven days the bread you eat 

must be made without yeast. Then on the seventh day, celebrate a feast to the Lord. Eat bread 

without yeast during those seven days. In fact, there must be no yeast bread or any yeast at all 

found within the borders of your land during this time. 

 

“On the seventh day you must explain to your children, ‘I am celebrating what the Lord did for me 

when I left Egypt.’ This annual festival will be a visible sign to you, like a mark branded on your 

hand or your forehead. Let it remind you always to recite this teaching of the Lord: ‘With a strong 

hand, the Lord rescued you from Egypt.’ So observe the decree of this festival at the appointed 

time each year. 

 

“This is what you must do when the Lord fulfills the promise he swore to you and to your 

ancestors. When he gives you the land where the Canaanites now live, you must present all 

firstborn sons and firstborn male animals to the Lord, for they belong to him.  A firstborn donkey 

may be bought back from the Lord by presenting a lamb or young goat in its place. But if you do 

not buy it back, you must break its neck. However, you must buy back every firstborn son. 



78 

 

 

“And in the future, your children will ask you, ‘What does all this mean?’ Then you will tell them, 

‘With the power of his mighty hand, the Lord brought us out of Egypt, the place of our slavery.  

Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, so the Lord killed all the firstborn males throughout the 

land of Egypt, both people and animals. That is why I now sacrifice all the firstborn males to the 

Lord—except that the firstborn sons are always bought back.’  This ceremony will be like a mark 

branded on your hand or your forehead. It is a reminder that the power of the Lord’s mighty hand 

brought us out of Egypt.” 

 

When Pharaoh finally let the people go, God did not lead them along the main road that runs 

through Philistine territory, even though that was the shortest route to the Promised Land. God 

said, “If the people are faced with a battle, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.”  So 

God led them in a roundabout way through the wilderness toward the Red Sea. Thus the Israelites 

left Egypt like an army ready for battle. 

 

Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the sons of Israel swear to do this. 

He said, “God will certainly come to help you. When he does, you must take my bones with you 

from this place.” 

 

The Israelites left Succoth and camped at Etham on the edge of the wilderness. The Lord went 

ahead of them. He guided them during the day with a pillar of cloud, and he provided light at night 

with a pillar of fire. This allowed them to travel by day or by night. And the Lord did not remove 

the pillar of cloud or pillar of fire from its place in front of the people. 

 

Judges 6-7 

Gideon Becomes Israel’s Judge 

The Israelites did evil in the Lord’s sight. So the Lord handed them over to the Midianites for 

seven years. The Midianites were so cruel that the Israelites made hiding places for themselves in 

the mountains, caves, and strongholds.  Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, marauders 

from Midian, Amalek, and the people of the east would attack Israel, camping in the land and 

destroying crops as far away as Gaza. They left the Israelites with nothing to eat, taking all the 

sheep, goats, cattle, and donkeys. These enemy hordes, coming with their livestock and tents, were 

as thick as locusts; they arrived on droves of camels too numerous to count. And they stayed until 

the land was stripped bare.  So Israel was reduced to starvation by the Midianites. Then the 

Israelites cried out to the Lord for help. 

 

When they cried out to the Lord because of Midian, the Lord sent a prophet to the Israelites. He 

said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of slavery in Egypt.  I 

rescued you from the Egyptians and from all who oppressed you. I drove out your enemies and 

gave you their land.  I told you, ‘I am the Lord your God. You must not worship the gods of the 

Amorites, in whose land you now live.’ But you have not listened to me.” 

 

Then the angel of the Lord came and sat beneath the great tree at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash 

of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing wheat at the bottom of a winepress to 

hide the grain from the Midianites.  The angel of the Lord appeared to him and said, “Mighty hero, 

the Lord is with you!” 
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“Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? And where are all 

the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn’t they say, ‘The Lord brought us up out of Egypt’? 

But now the Lord has abandoned us and handed us over to the Midianites.” 

 

Then the Lord turned to him and said, “Go with the strength you have, and rescue Israel from the 

Midianites. I am sending you!” 

 

“But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can I rescue Israel? My clan is the weakest in the whole tribe of 

Manasseh, and I am the least in my entire family!” 

 

The Lord said to him, “I will be with you. And you will destroy the Midianites as if you were 

fighting against one man.” 

 

Gideon replied, “If you are truly going to help me, show me a sign to prove that it is really the 

Lord speaking to me.  Don’t go away until I come back and bring my offering to you.” 

 

He answered, “I will stay here until you return.” 

 

Gideon hurried home. He cooked a young goat, and with a basket[a] of flour he baked some bread 

without yeast. Then, carrying the meat in a basket and the broth in a pot, he brought them out and 

presented them to the angel, who was under the great tree. 

 

The angel of God said to him, “Place the meat and the unleavened bread on this rock, and pour the 

broth over it.” And Gideon did as he was told. Then the angel of the Lord touched the meat and 

bread with the tip of the staff in his hand, and fire flamed up from the rock and consumed all he 

had brought. And the angel of the Lord disappeared. 

 

When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the Lord, he cried out, “Oh, Sovereign Lord, I’m 

doomed! I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face!” 

 

“It is all right,” the Lord replied. “Do not be afraid. You will not die.”  And Gideon built an altar to 

the Lord there and named it Yahweh-Shalom (which means “the Lord is peace”). The altar remains 

in Ophrah in the land of the clan of Abiezer to this day. 

 

That night the Lord said to Gideon, “Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the one that is 

seven years old. Pull down your father’s altar to Baal, and cut down the Asherah pole standing 

beside it.  Then build an altar to the Lord your God here on this hilltop sanctuary, laying the stones 

carefully. Sacrifice the bull as a burnt offering on the altar, using as fuel the wood of the Asherah 

pole you cut down.” 

 

So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lord had commanded. But he did it at night 

because he was afraid of the other members of his father’s household and the people of the town. 

 

Early the next morning, as the people of the town began to stir, someone discovered that the altar 

of Baal had been broken down and that the Asherah pole beside it had been cut down. In their 
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place a new altar had been built, and on it were the remains of the bull that had been sacrificed.  

The people said to each other, “Who did this?” And after asking around and making a careful 

search, they learned that it was Gideon, the son of Joash. 

 

“Bring out your son,” the men of the town demanded of Joash. “He must die for destroying the 

altar of Baal and for cutting down the Asherah pole.” 

 

But Joash shouted to the mob that confronted him, “Why are you defending Baal? Will you argue 

his case? Whoever pleads his case will be put to death by morning! If Baal truly is a god, let him 

defend himself and destroy the one who broke down his altar!”  From then on Gideon was called 

Jerub-baal, which means “Let Baal defend himself,” because he broke down Baal’s altar. 

 

Gideon Asks for a Sign 

Soon afterward the armies of Midian, Amalek, and the people of the east formed an alliance 

against Israel and crossed the Jordan, camping in the valley of Jezreel.  Then the Spirit of the Lord 

clothed Gideon with power. He blew a ram’s horn as a call to arms, and the men of the clan of 

Abiezer came to him.  He also sent messengers throughout Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun, and 

Naphtali, summoning their warriors, and all of them responded. 

 

Then Gideon said to God, “If you are truly going to use me to rescue Israel as you promised,  

prove it to me in this way. I will put a wool fleece on the threshing floor tonight. If the fleece is 

wet with dew in the morning but the ground is dry, then I will know that you are going to help me 

rescue Israel as you promised.”  And that is just what happened. When Gideon got up early the 

next morning, he squeezed the fleece and wrung out a whole bowlful of water. 

 

Then Gideon said to God, “Please don’t be angry with me, but let me make one more request. Let 

me use the fleece for one more test. This time let the fleece remain dry while the ground around it 

is wet with dew.”  So that night God did as Gideon asked. The fleece was dry in the morning, but 

the ground was covered with dew. 

 

Gideon Defeats the Midianites 

So Jerub-baal (that is, Gideon) and his army got up early and went as far as the spring of Harod. 

The armies of Midian were camped north of them in the valley near the hill of Moreh.  The Lord 

said to Gideon, “You have too many warriors with you. If I let all of you fight the Midianites, the 

Israelites will boast to me that they saved themselves by their own strength.  Therefore, tell the 

people, ‘Whoever is timid or afraid may leave this mountain and go home.’” So 22,000 of them 

went home, leaving only 10,000 who were willing to fight. 

 

But the Lord told Gideon, “There are still too many! Bring them down to the spring, and I will test 

them to determine who will go with you and who will not.” When Gideon took his warriors down 

to the water, the Lord told him, “Divide the men into two groups. In one group put all those who 

cup water in their hands and lap it up with their tongues like dogs. In the other group put all those 

who kneel down and drink with their mouths in the stream.”  Only 300 of the men drank from their 

hands. All the others got down on their knees and drank with their mouths in the stream. 
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The Lord told Gideon, “With these 300 men I will rescue you and give you victory over the 

Midianites. Send all the others home.”  So Gideon collected the provisions and rams’ horns of the 

other warriors and sent them home. But he kept the 300 men with him. 

 

The Midianite camp was in the valley just below Gideon.  That night the Lord said, “Get up! Go 

down into the Midianite camp, for I have given you victory over them!  But if you are afraid to 

attack, go down to the camp with your servant Purah. Listen to what the Midianites are saying, and 

you will be greatly encouraged. Then you will be eager to attack.” 

 

So Gideon took Purah and went down to the edge of the enemy camp.  The armies of Midian, 

Amalek, and the people of the east had settled in the valley like a swarm of locusts. Their camels 

were like grains of sand on the seashore—too many to count!  Gideon crept up just as a man was 

telling his companion about a dream. The man said, “I had this dream, and in my dream a loaf of 

barley bread came tumbling down into the Midianite camp. It hit a tent, turned it over, and 

knocked it flat!” 

 

His companion answered, “Your dream can mean only one thing—God has given Gideon son of 

Joash, the Israelite, victory over Midian and all its allies!” 

 

When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he bowed in worship before the Lord. Then 

he returned to the Israelite camp and shouted, “Get up! For the Lord has given you victory over the 

Midianite hordes!” He divided the 300 men into three groups and gave each man a ram’s horn and 

a clay jar with a torch in it. 

 

 Then he said to them, “Keep your eyes on me. When I come to the edge of the camp, do just as I 

do.  As soon as I and those with me blow the rams’ horns, blow your horns, too, all around the 

entire camp, and shout, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon!’” 

 

It was just after midnight,[d] after the changing of the guard, when Gideon and the 100 men with 

him reached the edge of the Midianite camp. Suddenly, they blew the rams’ horns and broke their 

clay jars.  Then all three groups blew their horns and broke their jars. They held the blazing torches 

in their left hands and the horns in their right hands, and they all shouted, “A sword for the Lord 

and for Gideon!” 

 

Each man stood at his position around the camp and watched as all the Midianites rushed around in 

a panic, shouting as they ran to escape.  When the 300 Israelites blew their rams’ horns, the Lord 

caused the warriors in the camp to fight against each other with their swords. Those who were not 

killed fled to places as far away as Beth-shittah near Zererah and to the border of Abel-meholah 

near Tabbath. 

 

Then Gideon sent for the warriors of Naphtali, Asher, and Manasseh, who joined in chasing the 

army of Midian.  Gideon also sent messengers throughout the hill country of Ephraim, saying, 

“Come down to attack the Midianites. Cut them off at the shallow crossings of the Jordan River at 

Beth-barah.” 
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So all the men of Ephraim did as they were told.  They captured Oreb and Zeeb, the two Midianite 

commanders, killing Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb. And they 

continued to chase the Midianites. Afterward the Israelites brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to 

Gideon, who was by the Jordan River. 

 

Ezra 1:1-5  

In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, the Lord fulfilled the prophecy he had given through 

Jeremiah. He stirred the heart of Cyrus to put this proclamation in writing and to send it throughout 

his kingdom: “This is what King Cyrus of Persia says: “The Lord, the God of heaven, has given 

me all the kingdoms of the earth. He has appointed me to build him a Temple at Jerusalem, which 

is in Judah. Any of you who are his people may go to Jerusalem in Judah to rebuild this Temple of 

the Lord, the God of Israel, who lives in Jerusalem. And may your God be with you! Wherever this 

Jewish remnant is found, let their neighbors contribute toward their expenses by giving them silver 

and gold, supplies for the journey, and livestock, as well as a voluntary offering for the Temple of 

God in Jerusalem.” Then God stirred the hearts of the priests and Levites and the leaders of the 

tribes of Judah and Benjamin to go to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple of the Lord.  

 

*Daniel 3:1-30 

King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue ninety feet tall and nine feet wide and set it up on the 

plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.  Then he sent messages to the high officers, officials, 

governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the provincial officials to come to the 

dedication of the statue he had set up.  So all these officials came and stood before the statue 

King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

 

Then a herald shouted out, “People of all races and nations and languages, listen to the king’s 

command!  When you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes, and other 

musical instruments, bow to the ground to worship King Nebuchadnezzar’s gold statue.   Anyone 

who refuses to obey will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 

So at the sound of the musical instruments, all the people, whatever their race or nation or 

language, bowed to the ground and worshiped the gold statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set 

up. 

 

But some of the astrologers went to the king and informed on the Jews.  They said to King 

Nebuchadnezzar, “Long live the king!  You issued a decree requiring all the people to bow down 

and worship the gold statue when they hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes, 

and other musical instruments.  That decree also states that those who refuse to obey must be 

thrown into a blazing furnace. But there are some Jews—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—

whom you have put in charge of the province of Babylon. They pay no attention to you, Your 

Majesty. They refuse to serve your gods and do not worship the gold statue you have set up.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar flew into a rage and ordered that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be 

brought before him. When they were brought in, Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you refuse to serve my gods or to worship the gold 

statue I have set up?  I will give you one more chance to bow down and worship the statue I have 

made when you hear the sound of the musical instruments.   But if you refuse, you will be 

thrown immediately into the blazing furnace. And then what god will be able to rescue you from 

my power?” 
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 

ourselves before you.  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able 

to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty.  But even if he doesn’t, we want to 

make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue 

you have set up.” 

 

The Blazing Furnace 

Nebuchadnezzar was so furious with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face became   

distorted with rage. He commanded that the furnace be heated seven times hotter than 

usual.  Then he ordered some of the strongest men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace.  So they tied them up and threw them into 

the furnace, fully dressed in their pants, turbans, robes, and other garments.  And because the 

king, in his anger, had demanded such a hot fire in the furnace, the flames killed the soldiers as 

they threw the three men in.  So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, securely tied, fell into the 

roaring flames. 

 

But suddenly, Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in amazement and exclaimed to his advisers, “Didn’t 

we tie up three men and throw them into the furnace?” 

“Yes, Your Majesty, we certainly did,” they replied. 

“Look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four men, unbound, walking around in the fire 

unharmed! And the fourth looks like a god!” 

 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came as close as he could to the door of the flaming furnace and shouted: 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” 

So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stepped out of the fire.  Then the high officers, officials, 

governors, and advisers crowded around them and saw that the fire had not touched them. Not a 

hair on their heads was singed, and their clothing was not scorched. They didn’t even smell of 

smoke! 

 

Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! He sent 

his angel to rescue his servants who trusted in him. They defied the king’s command and were 

willing to die rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.  Therefore, I make this 

decree: If any people, whatever their race or nation or language, speak a word against the God of 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, they will be torn limb from limb, and their houses will be 

turned into heaps of rubble. There is no other god who can rescue like this!” 

Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to even higher positions in the 

province of Babylon. 
 

Daniel 6 & 7 

Daniel in the Lions’ Den 

Darius the Mede decided to divide the kingdom into 120 provinces, and he appointed a high officer 

to rule over each province.   The king also chose Daniel and two others as administrators to 

supervise the high officers and protect the king’s interests.  Daniel soon proved himself more 

capable than all the other administrators and high officers. Because of Daniel’s great ability, the 

king made plans to place him over the entire empire. 
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Then the other administrators and high officers began searching for some fault in the way Daniel 

was handling government affairs, but they couldn’t find anything to criticize or condemn. He was 

faithful, always responsible, and completely trustworthy.  So they concluded, “Our only chance of 

finding grounds for accusing Daniel will be in connection with the rules of his religion.” 

 

So the administrators and high officers went to the king and said, “Long live King Darius!  We are 

all in agreement—we administrators, officials, high officers, advisers, and governors—that the 

king should make a law that will be strictly enforced. Give orders that for the next thirty days any 

person who prays to anyone, divine or human—except to you, Your Majesty—will be thrown into 

the den of lions.   And now, Your Majesty, issue and sign this law so it cannot be changed, an 

official law of the Medes and Persians that cannot be revoked.”  So King Darius signed the law. 

 

But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went home and knelt down as usual in 

his upstairs room, with its windows open toward Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as he 

had always done, giving thanks to his God.  Then the officials went together to Daniel’s house and 

found him praying and asking for God’s help.  So they went straight to the king and reminded him 

about his law. “Did you not sign a law that for the next thirty days any person who prays to 

anyone, divine or human—except to you, Your Majesty—will be thrown into the den of lions?” 

 

“Yes,” the king replied, “that decision stands; it is an official law of the Medes and Persians that 

cannot be revoked.” 

 

Then they told the king, “That man Daniel, one of the captives from Judah, is ignoring you and 

your law. He still prays to his God three times a day.” 

 

Hearing this, the king was deeply troubled, and he tried to think of a way to save Daniel. He spent 

the rest of the day looking for a way to get Daniel out of this predicament. 

 

In the evening the men went together to the king and said, “Your Majesty, you know that 

according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, no law that the king signs can be changed.” 

 

So at last the king gave orders for Daniel to be arrested and thrown into the den of lions. The king 

said to him, “May your God, whom you serve so faithfully, rescue you.” 

 

A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den. The king sealed the stone with his own 

royal seal and the seals of his nobles, so that no one could rescue Daniel.  Then the king returned 

to his palace and spent the night fasting. He refused his usual entertainment and couldn’t sleep at 

all that night. 

 

Very early the next morning, the king got up and hurried out to the lions’ den.  When he got there, 

he called out in anguish, “Daniel, servant of the living God! Was your God, whom you serve so 

faithfully, able to rescue you from the lions?” 
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Daniel answered, “Long live the king!  My God sent his angel to shut the lions’ mouths so that 

they would not hurt me, for I have been found innocent in his sight. And I have not wronged you, 

Your Majesty.” 

 

The king was overjoyed and ordered that Daniel be lifted from the den. Not a scratch was found on 

him, for he had trusted in his God. 

 

Then the king gave orders to arrest the men who had maliciously accused Daniel. He had them 

thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children. The lions leaped on them and tore 

them apart before they even hit the floor of the den. 

 

Then King Darius sent this message to the people of every race and nation and language 

throughout the world: 

 

“Peace and prosperity to you! 

 

“I decree that everyone throughout my kingdom should tremble with fear before the God of 

Daniel. 

 

For he is the living God, 

    and he will endure forever. 

His kingdom will never be destroyed, 

    and his rule will never end. 

He rescues and saves his people; 

    he performs miraculous signs and wonders 

    in the heavens and on earth. 

He has rescued Daniel 

    from the power of the lions.” 

So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
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LESSON 10 – PART OF A FAMILY 

 
A. Scripture Texts

Matthew 16:13-18 

Mark 3:31-35 

Acts 2:42-47 

Acts 4:32-37 

Romans 12:3-8 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

Galatians 6:9-10 

Ephesians 1:22-23 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Ephesians 3:4-6 

Ephesians 3:14-15 

Ephesians 4:1-16, 25 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Philippians 2:19-30 

Colossians 3:15-16 

1 Peter 2:4-10 

1 John 1:1-4 

3 John 5-8 

Psalm 68:4-6 

 

A. Read the bolded passages together. 

 

 

B. God has blessed us by giving us a new family in Him.  What a comfort it is to know that there 

are many others who can struggle with us through our hurts and who can go to God in prayer on 

our behalf.  Praise the Lord for the family of God! 

 

C. Write down the things that come to mind when you think of a family. 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

D. In the context of family, what happens when a brother wrongs you (Matthew 18:15-17, Galatians 

6:1-2). 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

E. How does James 5:13-20 fit the concept of a family? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

F. Pray, thanking God for the family He has given to us in Jesus Christ. 

 

G. Assignment: 

This week be a family to someone else.  Take some time to encourage a brother or sister or 

to invite a friend to be part of the Christian family.  Make a commitment to be “family” this 

week! 

 

This week read Psalms 9-17 
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

 

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

 

*Matthew 16:13-18  

When Jesus came to the region of 

Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that the Son of Man 

is?” “Well,” they replied, “some say 

John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and 

others say Jeremiah or one of the other 

prophets.” Then he asked them, “But 

who do you say I am?” Simon Peter 

answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son 

of the living God.” Jesus replied, “You 

are blessed, Simon son of John, because 

my Father in heaven has revealed this to 

you. You did not learn this from any 

human being. Now I say to you that you 

are Peter which means ‘rock’, and upon 

this rock I will build my church, and all 

the powers of hell will not conquer it.  

 

 

 

*Mark 3:31-35  

Then Jesus’ mother and brothers came to 

see him. They stood outside and sent 

word for him to come out and talk with 

them. There was a crowd sitting around 

Jesus, and someone said, “Your mother 

and your brothers are outside asking for 

you.” Jesus replied, “Who is my mother? 

Who are my brothers?” Then he looked 

at those around him and said, “Look, 

these are my mother and brothers. 

Anyone who does God’s will is my 

brother and sister and mother.”  

 

 

*Matthew 16:13-18 

When Jesus came to the region of 

Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; 

others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah 

or one of the prophets.” 

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do 

you say I am?” 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son 

of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you 

by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 

heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, 

and on this rock I will build my church, 

and the gates of Hades will not overcome 

it. 

 

 

 

*Mark 3:31-35 

Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. 

Standing outside, they sent someone in to 

call him. A crowd was sitting around him, 

and they told him, “Your mother and 

brothers are outside looking for you.” 

“Who are my mother and my brothers?” 

he asked. 

Then he looked at those seated in a circle 

around him and said, “Here are my mother 

and my brothers! Whoever does God’s 

will is my brother and sister and mother.” 
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*Acts 2:42-47  

All the believers devoted themselves to 

the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, 

and to sharing in meals including the 

Lord’s Supper, and to prayer. A deep 

sense of awe came over them all, and the 

apostles performed many miraculous 

signs and wonders. And all the believers 

met together in one place and shared 

everything they had. They sold their 

property and possessions and shared the 

money with those in need. They 

worshiped together at the Temple each 

day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, 

and shared their meals with great joy and 

generosity— all the while praising God 

and enjoying the goodwill of all the 

people. And each day the Lord added to 

their fellowship those who were being 

saved.  

 

 

*Acts 4:32-37  

All the believers were united in heart and 

mind. And they felt that what they 

owned was not their own, so they shared 

everything they had. The apostles 

testified powerfully to the resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing 

was upon them all. There were no needy 

people among them, because those who 

owned land or houses would sell them 

and bring the money to the apostles to 

give to those in need. For instance, there 

was Joseph, the one the apostles 

nicknamed Barnabas which means “Son 

of Encouragement”. He was from the 

tribe of Levi and came from the island of 

Cyprus. He sold a field he owned and 

brought the money to the apostles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Acts 2:42-47 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer. Everyone was 

filled with awe at the many wonders and 

signs performed by the apostles. All the 

believers were together and had everything 

in common. They sold property and 

possessions to give to anyone who had 

need. Every day they continued to meet 

together in the temple courts. They broke 

bread in their homes and ate together with 

glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 

enjoying the favor of all the people. And 

the Lord added to their number daily those 

who were being saved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Acts 4:32-37 

All the believers were one in heart and 

mind. No one claimed that any of their 

possessions was their own, but they shared 

everything they had. With great power the 

apostles continued to testify to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s 

grace was so powerfully at work in them 

all that there were no needy persons 

among them. For from time to time those 

who owned land or houses sold them, 

brought the money from the sales and put 

it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to anyone who had need. 

Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the 

apostles called Barnabas (which means 

“son of encouragement”), sold a field he 

owned and brought the money and put it at 

the apostles’ feet. 
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*Romans 12:3-8  

Because of the privilege and authority 

God has given me, I give each of you 

this warning: Don’t think you are better 

than you really are. Be honest in your 

evaluation of yourselves, measuring 

yourselves by the faith God has given us. 

Just as our bodies have many parts and 

each part has a special function, so it is 

with Christ’s body. We are many parts 

of one body, and we all belong to each 

other. In his grace, God has given us 

different gifts for doing certain things 

well. So if God has given you the ability 

to prophesy, speak out with as much 

faith as God has given you. If your gift is 

serving others, serve them well. If you 

are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to 

encourage others, be encouraging. If it is 

giving, give generously. If God has 

given you leadership ability, take the 

responsibility seriously. And if you have 

a gift for showing kindness to others, do 

it gladly.  

 

*1 Corinthians 12:12-31  

The human body has many parts, but the 

many parts make up one whole body. So 

it is with the body of Christ. Some of us 

are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are 

slaves, and some are free. But we have 

all been baptized into one body by one 

Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. 

Yes, the body has many different parts, 

not just one part. If the foot says, “I am 

not a part of the body because I am not a 

hand,” that does not make it any less a 

part of the body. And if the ear says, “I 

am not part of the body because I am not 

an eye,” would that make it any less a 

part of the body? If the whole body were 

an eye, how would you hear? Or if your 

whole body were an ear, how would you 

smell anything? But our bodies have 

many parts, and God has put each part 

just where he wants it.  

*Romans 12:3-8 

For by the grace given me I say to every 

one of you: Do not think of yourself more 

highly than you ought, but rather think of 

yourself with sober judgment, in 

accordance with the faith God has 

distributed to each of you. For just as each 

of us has one body with many members, 

and these members do not all have the 

same function, so in Christ we, though 

many, form one body, and each member 

belongs to all the others. We have different 

gifts, according to the grace given to each 

of us. If your gift is prophesying, then 

prophesy in accordance with your faith; if 

it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching 

teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, 

then give encouragement; if it is giving, 

then give generously; if it is to lead, do it 

diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 

cheerfully. 

 

 

 

 

*1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

Just as a body, though one, has many 

parts, but all its many parts form one body, 

so it is with Christ. For we were all 

baptized by one Spirit so as to form one 

body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or 

free —and we were all given the one Spirit 

to drink. Even so the body is not made up 

of one part but of many. 

Now if the foot should say, “Because I 

am not a hand, I do not belong to the 

body,” it would not for that reason stop 

being part of the body. And if the ear 

should say, “Because I am not an eye, I 

do not belong to the body,” it would not 

for that reason stop being part of the 

body. If the whole body were an eye, 

where would the sense of hearing be? If 

the whole body were an ear, where 

would the sense of smell be? But in fact 

God has placed the parts in the body, 
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How strange a body would be if it had 

only one part!  

Yes, there are many parts, but only one 

body. The eye can never say to the hand, 

“I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to 

the feet, “I don’t need you.” In fact, 

some parts of the body that seem 

weakest and least important are actually 

the most necessary. And the parts we 

regard as less honorable are those we 

clothe with the greatest care. So we 

carefully protect those parts that should 

not be seen, while the more honorable 

parts do not require this special care. So 

God has put the body together such that 

extra honor and care are given to those 

parts that have less dignity. This makes 

for harmony among the members, so that 

all the members care for each other. If 

one part suffers, all the parts suffer with 

it, and if one part is honored, all the parts 

are glad. All of you together are Christ’s 

body, and each of you is a part of it. 

Here are some of the parts God has 

appointed for the church: first are 

apostles, second are prophets, third are 

teachers, then those who do miracles, 

those who have the gift of healing, those 

who can help others, those who have the 

gift of leadership, those who speak in 

unknown languages. Are we all 

apostles? Are we all prophets? Are we 

all teachers? Do we all have the power to 

do miracles? Do we all have the gift of 

healing? Do we all have the ability to 

speak in unknown languages? Do we all 

have the ability to interpret unknown 

languages? Of course not! So you should 

earnestly desire the most helpful gifts. 

But now let me show you a way of life 

that is best of all.  

 

 

 

 

 

every one of them, just as he wanted them 

to be. If they were all one part, where 

would the body be? As it is, there are 

many parts, but one body. 

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t 

need you!” And the head cannot say to the 

feet, “I don’t need you!” On the contrary, 

those parts of the body that seem to be 

weaker are indispensable, and the parts 

that we think are less honorable we treat 

with special honor. And the parts that are 

unpresentable are treated with special 

modesty, while our presentable parts need 

no special treatment. But God has put the 

body together, giving greater honor to the 

parts that lacked it, so that there should be 

no division in the body, but that its parts 

should have equal concern for each other. 

If one part suffers, every part suffers with 

it; if one part is honored, every part 

rejoices with it. 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each 

one of you is a part of it. And God has 

placed in the church first of all apostles, 

second prophets, third teachers, then 

miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, 

of guidance, and of different kinds of 

tongues. Are all apostles? Are all 

prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 

miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do 

all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 

Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 
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Galatians 6:9-10  

So let’s not get tired of doing what is 

good. At just the right time we will reap 

a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. 

Therefore, whenever we have the 

opportunity, we should do good to 

everyone—especially to those in the 

family of faith.  

 

Ephesians 1:22-23  

God has put all things under the 

authority of Christ and has made him 

head over all things for the benefit of the 

church. And the church is his body; it is 

made full and complete by Christ, who 

fills all things everywhere with himself.  

 

Galatians 6:9-10 

Let us not become weary in doing good, 

for at the proper time we will reap a 

harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as 

we have opportunity, let us do good to all 

people, especially to those who belong to 

the family of believers. 

 

 

Ephesians 1:22-23 

And God placed all things under his feet 

and appointed him to be head over 

everything for the church, which is his 

body, the fullness of him who fills 

everything in every way. 
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*Ephesians 2:11-22  
Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be 

outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised 

heathens” by the Jews, who were proud of 

their circumcision, even though it affected 

only their bodies and not their hearts. In 

those days you were living apart from 

Christ. You were excluded from 

citizenship among the people of Israel, and 

you did not know the covenant promises 

God had made to them. You lived in this 

world without God and without hope. But 

now you have been united with Christ 

Jesus. Once you were far away from God, 

but now you have been brought near to 

him through the blood of Christ. For 

Christ himself has brought peace to us. He 

united Jews and Gentiles into one people 

when, in his own body on the cross, he 

broke down the wall of hostility that 

separated us. He did this by ending the 

system of law with its commandments and 

regulations. He made peace between Jews 

and Gentiles by creating in himself one 

new people from the two groups. Together 

as one body, Christ reconciled both groups 

to God by means of his death on the cross, 

and our hostility toward each other was 

put to death. He brought this Good News 

of peace to you Gentiles who were far 

away from him, and peace to the Jews who 

were near. Now all of us can come to the 

Father through the same Holy Spirit 

because of what Christ has done for us. So 

now you Gentiles are no longer strangers 

and foreigners. You are citizens along with 

all of God’s holy people. You are 

members of God’s family. Together, we 

are his house, built on the foundation of 

the apostles and the prophets. And the 

cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. We are 

carefully joined together in him, becoming 

a holy temple for the Lord. Through him 

you Gentiles are also being made part of 

this dwelling where God lives by his 

Spirit.  

 

*Ephesians 2:11-22 

Therefore, remember that formerly you 

who are Gentiles by birth and called 

“uncircumcised” by those who call 

themselves “the circumcision” (which is 

done in the body by human hands) — 

remember that at that time you were 

separate from Christ, excluded from 

citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the 

covenants of the promise, without hope 

and without God in the world. But now 

in Christ Jesus you who once were far 

away have been brought near by the 

blood of Christ. 

For he himself is our peace, who has 

made the two groups one and has 

destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall 

of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh 

the law with its commands and 

regulations. His purpose was to create in 

himself one new humanity out of the 

two, thus making peace, and in one body 

to reconcile both of them to God through 

the cross, by which he put to death their 

hostility. He came and preached peace to 

you who were far away and peace to 

those who were near. For through him 

we both have access to the Father by one 

Spirit. 

Consequently, you are no longer 

foreigners and strangers, but fellow 

citizens with God’s people and also 

members of his household, built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 

cornerstone. In him the whole building is 

joined together and rises to become a 

holy temple in the Lord. And in him you 

too are being built together to become a 

dwelling in which God lives by his 

Spirit. 
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Ephesians 3:4-6  

As you read what I have written, you 

will understand my insight into this plan 

regarding Christ. God did not reveal it to 

previous generations, but now by his 

Spirit he has revealed it to his holy 

apostles and prophets. And this is God’s 

plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who 

believe the Good News share equally in 

the riches inherited by God’s children. 

Both are part of the same body, and both 

enjoy the promise of blessings because 

they belong to Christ Jesus.  

 

Ephesians 3:14-15  

When I think of all this, I fall to my 

knees and pray to the Father, the Creator 

of everything in heaven and on earth.  

 

Ephesians 3:4-6 

In reading this, then, you will be able to 

understand my insight into the mystery 

of Christ, which was not made known to 

people in other generations as it has now 

been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy 

apostles and prophets. This mystery is 

that through the gospel the Gentiles are 

heirs together with Israel, members 

together of one body, and sharers 

together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

Ephesians 3:14-15 

For this reason I kneel before the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and 

on earth derives its name. 
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*Ephesians 4:1-16, 25  
Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, 

beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, 

for you have been called by God. Always be 

humble and gentle. Be patient with each 

other, making allowance for each other’s 

faults because of your love. Make every 

effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, 

binding yourselves together with peace. For 

there is one body and one Spirit, just as you 

have been called to one glorious hope for the 

future. There is one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 

over all, in all, and living through all. 

However, he has given each one of us a 

special gift through the generosity of Christ. 

That is why the Scriptures say, “When he 

ascended to the heights, he led a crowd of 

captives and gave gifts to his people.” 

Notice that it says “he ascended.” This 

clearly means that Christ also descended to 

our lowly world. And the same one who 

descended is the one who ascended higher 

than all the heavens, so that he might fill the 

entire universe with himself. Now these are 

the gifts Christ gave to the church: the 

apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and 

the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility 

is to equip God’s people to do his work and 

build up the church, the body of Christ. This 

will continue until we all come to such unity 

in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son 

that we will be mature in the Lord, 

measuring up to the full and complete 

standard of Christ. Then we will no longer 

be immature like children. We won’t be 

tossed and blown about by every wind of 

new teaching. We will not be influenced 

when people try to trick us with lies so 

clever they sound like the truth. Instead, we 

will speak the truth in love, growing in every 

way more and more like Christ, who is the 

head of his body, the church. He makes the 

whole body fit together perfectly. As each 

part does its own special work, it helps the 

other parts grow, so that the whole body is 

healthy and growing and full of love. So 

stop telling lies. Let us tell our neighbors the 

truth, for we are all parts of the same body.  

*Ephesians 4:1-16, 25 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you 

to live a life worthy of the calling you have 

received. Be completely humble and gentle; 

be patient, bearing with one another in love. 

Make every effort to keep the unity of the 

Spirit through the bond of peace. There is 

one body and one Spirit, just as you were 

called to one hope when you were called ; 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God 

and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all. 

But to each one of us grace has been given 

as Christ apportioned it. This is why it says: 

“When he ascended on high, 

he took many captives 

and gave gifts to his people.” 

(What does “he ascended” mean except that 

he also descended to the lower, earthly 

regions? He who descended is the very one 

who ascended higher than all the heavens, in 

order to fill the whole universe.) So Christ 

himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to 

equip his people for works of service, so that 

the body of Christ may be built up until we 

all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become 

mature, attaining to the whole measure of 

the fullness of Christ. 

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed 

back and forth by the waves, and blown here 

and there by every wind of teaching and by 

the cunning and craftiness of people in their 

deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the 

truth in love, we will grow to become in 

every respect the mature body of him who is 

the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole 

body, joined and held together by every 

supporting ligament, grows and builds itself 

up in love, as each part does its work. 

 

Therefore each of you must put off 

falsehood and speak truthfully to your 

neighbor, for we are all members of one 

body. 
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Philippians 1:3-11  

Every time I think of you, I give thanks 

to my God. Whenever I pray, I make my 

requests for all of you with joy, for you 

have been my partners in spreading the 

Good News about Christ from the time 

you first heard it until now. And I am 

certain that God, who began the good 

work within you, will continue his work 

until it is finally finished on the day 

when Christ Jesus returns. So it is right 

that I should feel as I do about all of you, 

for you have a special place in my heart. 

You share with me the special favor of 

God, both in my imprisonment and in 

defending and confirming the truth of 

the Good News. God knows how much I 

love you and long for you with the 

tender compassion of Christ Jesus. I pray 

that your love will overflow more and 

more, and that you will keep on growing 

in knowledge and understanding. For I 

want you to understand what really 

matters, so that you may live pure and 

blameless lives until the day of Christ’s 

return. May you always be filled with 

the fruit of your salvation—the righteous 

character produced in your life by Jesus 

Christ—for this will bring much glory 

and praise to God.  

Philippians 1:3-11 

I thank my God every time I remember 

you. In all my prayers for all of you, I 

always pray with joy because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first 

day until now, being confident of this, 

that he who began a good work in you 

will carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus. 

It is right for me to feel this way about 

all of you, since I have you in my heart 

and, whether I am in chains or defending 

and confirming the gospel, all of you 

share in God’s grace with me. God can 

testify how I long for all of you with the 

affection of Christ Jesus. 

And this is my prayer: that your love 

may abound more and more in 

knowledge and depth of insight, so that 

you may be able to discern what is best 

and may be pure and blameless for the 

day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus 

Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 
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Philippians 2:19-30  

If the Lord Jesus is willing, I hope to 

send Timothy to you soon for a visit. 

Then he can cheer me up by telling me 

how you are getting along. I have no one 

else like Timothy, who genuinely cares 

about your welfare. All the others care 

only for themselves and not for what 

matters to Jesus Christ. But you know 

how Timothy has proved himself. Like a 

son with his father, he has served with 

me in preaching the Good News. I hope 

to send him to you just as soon as I find 

out what is going to happen to me here. 

And I have confidence from the Lord 

that I myself will come to see you soon. 

Meanwhile, I thought I should send 

Epaphroditus back to you. He is a true 

brother, co-worker, and fellow soldier. 

And he was your messenger to help me 

in my need. I am sending him because he 

has been longing to see you, and he was 

very distressed that you heard he was ill. 

And he certainly was ill; in fact, he 

almost died. But God had mercy on 

him—and also on me, so that I would 

not have one sorrow after another. So I 

am all the more anxious to send him 

back to you, for I know you will be glad 

to see him, and then I will not be so 

worried about you. Welcome him in the 

Lord’s love and with great joy, and give 

him the honor that people like him 

deserve. For he risked his life for the 

work of Christ, and he was at the point 

of death while doing for me what you 

couldn’t do from far away.  

 

Philippians 2:19-30 

I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy 

to you soon, that I also may be cheered 

when I receive news about you. I have 

no one else like him, who will show 

genuine concern for your welfare. For 

everyone looks out for their own 

interests, not those of Jesus Christ. But 

you know that Timothy has proved 

himself, because as a son with his father 

he has served with me in the work of the 

gospel. I hope, therefore, to send him as 

soon as I see how things go with me. 

And I am confident in the Lord that I 

myself will come soon. 

But I think it is necessary to send back to 

you Epaphroditus, my brother, co-

worker and fellow soldier, who is also 

your messenger, whom you sent to take 

care of my needs. For he longs for all of 

you and is distressed because you heard 

he was ill. Indeed he was ill, and almost 

died. But God had mercy on him, and 

not on him only but also on me, to spare 

me sorrow upon sorrow. Therefore I am 

all the more eager to send him, so that 

when you see him again you may be 

glad and I may have less anxiety. So 

then, welcome him in the Lord with 

great joy, and honor people like him, 

because he almost died for the work of 

Christ. He risked his life to make up for 

the help you yourselves could not give 

me. 
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*Colossians 3:15-16  

And let the peace that comes from Christ 

rule in your hearts. For as members of 

one body you are called to live in peace. 

And always be thankful. Let the message 

about Christ, in all its richness, fill your 

lives. Teach and counsel each other with 

all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs to God with 

thankful hearts.  

 

 

*1 Peter 2:4-10  

You are coming to Christ, who is the 

living cornerstone of God’s temple. He 

was rejected by people, but he was 

chosen by God for great honor. And you 

are living stones that God is building 

into his spiritual temple. What’s more, 

you are his holy priests. Through the 

mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer 

spiritual sacrifices that please God. As 

the Scriptures say, “I am placing a 

cornerstone in Jerusalem, chosen for 

great honor, and anyone who trusts in 

him will never be disgraced.” Yes, you 

who trust him recognize the honor God 

has given him. But for those who reject 

him, “The stone that the builders rejected 

has now become the cornerstone.” And, 

“He is the stone that makes people 

stumble, the rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they do not obey 

God’s word, and so they meet the fate 

that was planned for them. But you are 

not like that, for you are a chosen 

people. You are royal priests, a holy 

nation, God’s very own possession. As a 

result, you can show others the goodness 

of God, for he called you out of the 

darkness into his wonderful light. “Once 

you had no identity as a people; now you 

are God’s people. Once you received no 

mercy; now you have received God’s 

mercy.”  

*Colossians 3:15-16 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, since as members of one body 

you were called to peace. And be 

thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell 

among you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom 

through psalms, hymns, and songs from 

the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude 

in your hearts. 

 

 

*1 Peter 2:4-10 

As you come to him, the living Stone —

rejected by humans but chosen by God 

and precious to him— you also, like 

living stones, are being built into a 

spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 

offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ. For in 

Scripture it says: 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

a chosen and precious cornerstone, 

and the one who trusts in him 

will never be put to shame.” 

Now to you who believe, this stone is 

precious. But to those who do not 

believe, 

“The stone the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone,” 

and, 

“A stone that causes people to stumble 

and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the 

message—which is also what they were 

destined for. 

But you are a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the 

praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light. Once 

you were not a people, but now you are 

the people of God; once you had not 

received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy. 
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1 John 1:1-4  

We proclaim to you the one who existed 

from the beginning, whom we have 

heard and seen. We saw him with our 

own eyes and touched him with our own 

hands. He is the Word of life. This one 

who is life itself was revealed to us, and 

we have seen him. And now we testify 

and proclaim to you that he is the one 

who is eternal life. He was with the 

Father, and then he was revealed to us. 

We proclaim to you what we ourselves 

have actually seen and heard so that you 

may have fellowship with us. And our 

fellowship is with the Father and with 

his Son, Jesus Christ. We are writing 

these things so that you may fully share 

our joy.  

 

 

3 John 1:5-8  

Dear friend, you are being faithful to 

God when you care for the traveling 

teachers who pass through, even though 

they are strangers to you. They have told 

the church here of your loving 

friendship. Please continue providing for 

such teachers in a manner that pleases 

God. For they are traveling for the Lord, 

and they accept nothing from people 

who are not believers. So we ourselves 

should support them so that we can be 

their partners as they teach the truth.  

 

*Psalm 68:4-6  

Sing praises to God and to his name! 

Sing loud praises to him who rides the 

clouds. His name is the Lord— rejoice in 

his presence! Father to the fatherless, 

defender of widows— this is God, 

whose dwelling is holy. God places the 

lonely in families; he sets the prisoners 

free and gives them joy. But he makes 

the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land 

1 John 1:1-4 

That which was from the beginning, 

which we have heard, which we have 

seen with our eyes, which we have 

looked at and our hands have touched —

this we proclaim concerning the Word of 

life. The life appeared; we have seen it 

and testify to it, and we proclaim to you 

the eternal life, which was with the 

Father and has appeared to us. We 

proclaim to you what we have seen and 

heard, so that you also may have 

fellowship with us. And our fellowship 

is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus 

Christ. We write this to make our joy 

complete. 

 

 

 

 

3 John 1:5-8 

Dear friend, you are faithful in what you 

are doing for the brothers and sisters, 

even though they are strangers to you. 

They have told the church about your 

love. Please send them on their way in a 

manner that honors God. It was for the 

sake of the Name that they went out, 

receiving no help from the pagans. We 

ought therefore to show hospitality to 

such people so that we may work 

together for the truth. 

 

*Psalm 68:4-6 

Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, 

extol him who rides on the clouds ; 

rejoice before him—his name is the 

Lord. 

A father to the fatherless, a defender of 

widows, 

is God in his holy dwelling. 

God sets the lonely in families, 

he leads out the prisoners with singing; 

but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched 

land. 
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LESSON 11 – THE BIBLE 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

Matthew 16:13-17 

Luke 1:1-4 

John 14:25-26 

John 16:13-14 

Romans 9:1 

Romans 15:4 

1 Corinthians 2:7-13 

Galatians 1:11-17 

Ephesians 3:2-6 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 

1 Thessalonians 4:2 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

Hebrews 1:1-3 

Hebrews 2:1-4 

2 Peter 1:19-21 

1 John 4:6 

1 John 5:20 

Psalm 119:9-16; 97-

107; 129-152

 

 

B. Read the bolded passages together. 

 

 

C. Discuss the characteristics of Scripture and our attitude toward it from 2 Timothy 3:14-17.      

How is Scripture our authority? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

D. What would it be like to try and know God, to know truth if there was no Bible?  What would 

happen to Christian practices? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

E. Personal knowledge of God’s Word is one of the most important responsibilities of Christians.  

For every Christian this means study! 

We have a few Bible reading plans listed on our website at: 

http://www.calgarycofc.com/contact/resources/spiritual-growth/ 

Have a look and pick one that works for you.    These can be worked through in continued 

partnered sessions or on your own.    We are sure that you will find a format of Bible study that 

works best for you. 

 

 

F. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 119-123. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.calgarycofc.com/contact/resources/spiritual-growth/
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

 

Matthew 16:13-17 

When Jesus came to the region of 

Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that the Son of Man 

is?” “Well,” they replied, “some say John 

the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others 

say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” 

Then he asked them, “But who do you say 

I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are 

the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son 

of John, because my Father in heaven has 

revealed this to you. You did not learn this 

from any human being. 

 

 

*Luke 1:1-4 

Many people have set out to write 

accounts about the events that have been 

fulfilled among us. They used the 

eyewitness reports circulating among us 

from the early disciples. Having carefully 

investigated everything from the 

beginning, I also have decided to write an 

accurate account for you, most honorable 

Theophilus, so you can be certain of the 

truth of everything you were taught. 

 

 

*John 14:25-26 

I am telling you these things now while I 

am still with you. But when the Father 

sends the Advocate as my representative—

that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you 

everything and will remind you of 

everything I have told you. 

 

*John 16:13-14  

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 

guide you into all truth. He will not speak 

on his own but will tell you what he has 

heard. He will tell you about the future. He 

will bring me glory by telling you 

whatever he receives from me. 

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION  

 

Matthew 16:13-17 

When Jesus came to the region of 

Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; 

others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah 

or one of the prophets.” 

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do 

you say I am?” 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son 

of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you 

by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 

heaven. 

 

*Luke 1:1-4 

Many have undertaken to draw up an 

account of the things that have been 

fulfilled among us, just as they were 

handed down to us by those who from the 

first were eyewitnesses and servants of the 

word. With this in mind, since I myself 

have carefully investigated everything 

from the beginning, I too decided to write 

an orderly account for you, most excellent 

Theophilus, so that you may know the 

certainty of the things you have been 

taught. 
 

*John 14:25-26 

“All this I have spoken while still with 

you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, 

will teach you all things and will remind 

you of everything I have said to you. 

 

*John 16:13-14 

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he 

will guide you into all the truth. He will 

not speak on his own; he will speak only 

what he hears, and he will tell you what is 

yet to come. He will glorify me because it 

is from me that he will receive what he 

will make known to you. 
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Romans 9:1 

With Christ as my witness, I speak with 

utter truthfulness. My conscience and the 

Holy Spirit confirm it. 

 

Romans 15:4 

Such things were written in the Scriptures 

long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures 

give us hope and encouragement as we 

wait patiently for God’s promises to be 

fulfilled. 

 

*1 Corinthians 2:7-13 

No, the wisdom we speak of is the mystery 

of God —his plan that was previously 

hidden, even though he made it for our 

ultimate glory before the world began. But 

the rulers of this world have not 

understood it; if they had, they would not 

have crucified our glorious Lord. That is 

what the Scriptures mean when they say, 

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no 

mind has imagined what God has prepared 

for those who love him.” But it was to us 

that God revealed these things by his 

Spirit. For his Spirit searches out 

everything and shows us God’s deep 

secrets. No one can know a person’s 

thoughts except that person’s own spirit, 

and no one can know God’s thoughts 

except God’s own Spirit. And we have 

received God’s Spirit (not the world’s 

spirit), so we can know the wonderful 

things God has freely given us. When we 

tell you these things, we do not use words 

that come from human wisdom. Instead, 

we speak words given to us by the Spirit, 

using the Spirit’s words to explain spiritual 

truths. 

 

 

Romans 9:1 

I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, 

my conscience confirms it through the 

Holy Spirit— 

 

Romans 15:4 

For everything that was written in the past 

was written to teach us, so that through the 

endurance taught in the Scriptures and the 

encouragement they provide we might 

have hope. 

 

*1 Corinthians 2:7-13 

No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery 

that has been hidden and that God destined 

for our glory before time began. None of 

the rulers of this age understood it, for if 

they had, they would not have crucified 

the Lord of glory. However, as it is 

written: 

“What no eye has seen, 

what no ear has heard, 

and what no human mind has 

conceived”— 

the things God has prepared for those who 

love him— 

these are the things God has revealed to us 

by his Spirit. 

The Spirit searches all things, even the 

deep things of God. For who knows a 

person’s thoughts except their own spirit 

within them? In the same way no one 

knows the thoughts of God except the 

Spirit of God. What we have received is 

not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 

who is from God, so that we may 

understand what God has freely given us. 

This is what we speak, not in words taught 

us by human wisdom but in words taught 

by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities 

with Spirit-taught words. 
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*Galatians 1:11-17 

Dear brothers and sisters, I want you to 

understand that the gospel message I 

preach is not based on mere human 

reasoning. I received my message from no 

human source, and no one taught me. 

Instead, I received it by direct revelation 

from Jesus Christ. You know what I was 

like when I followed the Jewish religion—

how I violently persecuted God’s church. I 

did my best to destroy it. I was far ahead 

of my fellow Jews in my zeal for the 

traditions of my ancestors. But even before 

I was born, God chose me and called me 

by his marvelous grace. Then it pleased 

him to reveal his Son to me so that I would 

proclaim the Good News about Jesus to 

the Gentiles. When this happened, I did 

not rush out to consult with any human 

being. Nor did I go up to Jerusalem to 

consult with those who were apostles 

before I was. Instead, I went away into 

Arabia, and later I returned to the city of 

Damascus. 

 

 

*Ephesians 3:2-6 

assuming, by the way, that you know God 

gave me the special responsibility of 

extending his grace to you Gentiles. As I 

briefly wrote earlier, God himself revealed 

his mysterious plan to me. As you read 

what I have written, you will understand 

my insight into this plan regarding Christ. 

God did not reveal it to previous 

generations, but now by his Spirit he has 

revealed it to his holy apostles and 

prophets. And this is God’s plan: Both 

Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good 

News share equally in the riches inherited 

by God’s children. Both are part of the 

same body, and both enjoy the promise of 

blessings because they belong to Christ 

Jesus. 

 

 

*Galatians 1:11-17 

I want you to know, brothers and sisters, 

that the gospel I preached is not of human 

origin. I did not receive it from any man, 

nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by 

revelation from Jesus Christ. 

For you have heard of my previous way of 

life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted 

the church of God and tried to destroy it. I 

was advancing in Judaism beyond many of 

my own age among my people and was 

extremely zealous for the traditions of my 

fathers. But when God, who set me apart 

from my mother’s womb and called me by 

his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in 

me so that I might preach him among the 

Gentiles, my immediate response was not 

to consult any human being. I did not go 

up to Jerusalem to see those who were 

apostles before I was, but I went into 

Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. 

 

 

 

 

 

*Ephesians 3:2-6 

Surely you have heard about the 

administration of God’s grace that was 

given to me for you, that is, the mystery 

made known to me by revelation, as I have 

already written briefly. In reading this, 

then, you will be able to understand my 

insight into the mystery of Christ, which 

was not made known to people in other 

generations as it has now been revealed by 

the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and 

prophets. This mystery is that through the 

gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with 

Israel, members together of one body, and 

sharers together in the promise in Christ 

Jesus. 
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1 Thessalonians 2:13 

Therefore, we never stop thanking God 

that when you received his message from 

us, you didn’t think of our words as mere 

human ideas. You accepted what we said 

as the very word of God—which, of 

course, it is. And this word continues to 

work in you who believe. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:2 

For you remember what we taught you by 

the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

 

*2 Timothy 3:14-17 

But you must remain faithful to the things 

you have been taught. You know they are 

true, for you know you can trust those who 

taught you. You have been taught the holy 

Scriptures from childhood, and they have 

given you the wisdom to receive the 

salvation that comes by trusting in Christ 

Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and 

is useful to teach us what is true and to 

make us realize what is wrong in our lives. 

It corrects us when we are wrong and 

teaches us to do what is right. God uses it 

to prepare and equip his people to do every 

good work. 

 

*Hebrews 1:1-3 

Long ago God spoke many times and in 

many ways to our ancestors through the 

prophets. And now in these final days, he 

has spoken to us through his Son. God 

promised everything to the Son as an 

inheritance, and through the Son he 

created the universe. The Son radiates 

God’s own glory and expresses the very 

character of God, and he sustains 

everything by the mighty power of his 

command. When he had cleansed us from 

our sins, he sat down in the place of honor 

at the right hand of the majestic God in 

heaven. 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 

And we also thank God continually 

because, when you received the word of 

God, which you heard from us, you 

accepted it not as a human word, but as it 

actually is, the word of God, which is 

indeed at work in you who believe. 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:2 

For you know what instructions we gave 

you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

 

*2 Timothy 3:14-17 

But as for you, continue in what you have 

learned and have become convinced of, 

because you know those from whom you 

learned it, and how from infancy you have 

known the Holy Scriptures, which are able 

to make you wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the servant of God 

may be thoroughly equipped for every 

good work. 

 

 

 

*Hebrews 1:1-3 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors 

through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, and through 

whom also he made the universe. The Son 

is the radiance of God’s glory and the 

exact representation of his being, 

sustaining all things by his powerful word. 

After he had provided purification for sins, 

he sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty in heaven. 
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Hebrews 2:1-4 

So we must listen very carefully to the 

truth we have heard, or we may drift away 

from it. For the message God delivered 

through angels has always stood firm, and 

every violation of the law and every act of 

disobedience was punished. So what 

makes us think we can escape if we ignore 

this great salvation that was first 

announced by the Lord Jesus himself and 

then delivered to us by those who heard 

him speak? And God confirmed the 

message by giving signs and wonders and 

various miracles and gifts of the Holy 

Spirit whenever he chose. 

 

*2 Peter 1:19-21 

Because of that experience, we have even 

greater confidence in the message 

proclaimed by the prophets. You must pay 

close attention to what they wrote, for their 

words are like a lamp shining in a dark 

place—until the Day dawns, and Christ the 

Morning Star shines in your hearts. Above 

all, you must realize that no prophecy in 

Scripture ever came from the prophet’s 

own understanding, or from human 

initiative. No, those prophets were moved 

by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from 

God. 

 

1 John 4:6 

But we belong to God, and those who 

know God listen to us. If they do not 

belong to God, they do not listen to us. 

That is how we know if someone has the 

Spirit of truth or the spirit of deception. 

 

*1 John 5:20  

And we know that the Son of God has 

come, and he has given us understanding 

so that we can know the true God. And 

now we live in fellowship with the true 

God because we live in fellowship with his 

Son, Jesus Christ. He is the only true God, 

and he is eternal life. 

Hebrews 2:1-4 

We must pay the most careful attention, 

therefore, to what we have heard, so that 

we do not drift away. For since the 

message spoken through angels was 

binding, and every violation and 

disobedience received its just punishment, 

how shall we escape if we ignore so great 

a salvation? This salvation, which was first 

announced by the Lord, was confirmed to 

us by those who heard him. God also 

testified to it by signs, wonders and 

various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy 

Spirit distributed according to his will. 

 

*2 Peter 1:19-21 

We also have the prophetic message as 

something completely reliable, and you 

will do well to pay attention to it, as to a 

light shining in a dark place, until the day 

dawns and the morning star rises in your 

hearts. Above all, you must understand 

that no prophecy of Scripture came about 

by the prophet’s own interpretation of 

things. For prophecy never had its origin 

in the human will, but prophets, though 

human, spoke from God as they were 

carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

 

1 John 4:6 

We are from God, and whoever knows 

God listens to us; but whoever is not from 

God does not listen to us. This is how we 

recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit 

of falsehood. 

 

*1 John 5:20 

We know also that the Son of God has 

come and has given us understanding, so 

that we may know him who is true. And 

we are in him who is true by being in his 

Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and 

eternal life. 

 

Psalms 119:9-16; 97-107; 129-152 
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LESSON 12 – “THE MAKE UP OF THE BIBLE” 

 
Bible Study is to be a continual practice in the life of a Christian. Each day we should spend time in 

God’s Word to better understand His teaching and what He wants us to do in life.  As we study to 

increase our knowledge, there are certain things which will serve us well if we take the time to learn 

them.  In the next couple of lessons, we will introduce some of this information. 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

The word “Bible” comes from the Greek word biblia, which means “books.”  The Bible is not “a 

book,” rather it is a collection of books, all written around a common theme.  The theme of the Bible is 

God’s plan for the salvation of man.  Everything contained in these books in some way relates to this 

theme. 

Originally the Bible was principally written in two languages, Greek and Hebrew.  The English Bible 

we now use is the product of hundreds of years of translating and making more accurate the 

faithfulness of our English Bible to the Greek and Hebrew manuscripts. 

There are two major divisions of the Bible – The Old and New Testaments.  This division 

acknowledges the differing covenants through which God has dealt with His people. 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 

General Information 

 

The Old Testament we have today contains the same books as the Hebrew Bible.  Our present form of 

the Old Testament was derived from the Latin Vulgate Translation, which in turn is derived from the 

Septuagint or Greek version. 

The Hebrew Bible had the following divisions:  Law – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 

Deuteronomy; Prophets – (Former Prophets) Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings and 

(Latter Prophets) Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekial and the Book of the Twelve; and Writings – Psalms, 

Proverbs, Job, Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, 1 

and 2 Chronicles.  The Book of the Twelve consisted of the minor prophets – Hosea, Joel, Amos, 

Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habbakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 

The Old Testament books are arranged by subject in a manner similar to the Hebrew Bible, and are not 

in chronological order.  The books can be classified by subject in the following manner: Books of 

Law – 5 books – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy.  Books of History – 12 books 

– Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther.  

Books of Poetry – 5 books – Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon.  The Prophets – 

17 books: Major Prophets – 5 books – Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekial, Daniel; Minor 

Prophets – 12 books – Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 

Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 

The 39 books to cover the history of God’s people, the Israelites, from the creation of man to the 

return from captivity of the Jewish people.  In this history we see God revealing Himself and entering 

into covenant relationship with His chosen people.  It is in the Old Testament that we begin discerning 

God’s plan for the redemption of mankind.  This history can be divided and categorized in various 

ways.  One way is to divide the Old Testament history into thirteen history segments. 
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History Segments In The Old Testament 

 

1. Before the Flood – From Creation to the Flood 

2. After the Flood – Flood to Call of Abraham 

3. Patriarchal – Call of Abraham to Migration to Egypt 

4. Bondage – Time Descendants of Abraham live in Egypt 
 

5. Wanderings – Red Sea Crossing to Jordan Crossing 

6. Conquest – Jordan Crossing to Death of Joshua 

7. Judges – Death of Joshua to Anointing of Saul 
 

8. United Kingdom – Reigns of Saul, David and Solomon 

9. Divided Kingdom – Death of Solomon to Captivity of Israel 
 

10. Judah Alone – Captivity of Israel to Captivity of Judah 

11. Exile – Period of Captivity 

12. Post-Exile – Return from Captivity to Close of Old Testament 

13. Silence – Close of Old Testament to New Testament Times 
 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

The New Testament consists of 27 “books” which in some cases are only a few paragraphs long.  

These books begin and end with the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.  The books for the New 

Testament can be divided into the following divisions: The Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 

which tell of Jesus’ ministry while on earth.  Matthew, Mark, and Luke are referred to as the synoptic 

gospels since they closely resemble one another.  Pauline Epistles – Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, 

Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1&2 Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon 

which are letters the Apostle Paul wrote to the churches in various geographical areas and cities and to 

specific individuals.  General Epistles – Hebrews, James, 1, 2, and 3 Peter, and Jude.  Johannine 

Epistles – 1, 2, and 3 John.  Acts of the Apostles – This second volume written by Luke chronicles 

the early missionary history of the church.  Revelation – A vision given to and recorded by John 

which gives to the readers of John’s day apocalyptic presentation of the “things which are to come.” 

All the New Testament books were written by A.D. 100.  They were copied and distributed beyond the 

original intentions of the authors so that within a short period the Christian world possessed a series of 

epistles (letters), gospels, history, and apocalyptic writings which became the 27 books of New 

Testament Scripture. 
 

History Segments In The New Testament 
 

1. The Ministry of John the Baptist (Gospels). 

2. The Early Days of the Incarnation (Birth of Jesus) (Gospels). 

3. Jesus’ earthly ministry (Gospels). 

4. The Crucifixion (Gospels). 

5. The Resurrection and Ascension (Gospels and Acts). 

6. Pentecost and the Church in Judea (Acts). 

7. The Church spreads into the Gentile world (Acts and the Epistles). 

8. That which is to come (Gospels, Epistles, and Revelation). 

 
 

ASSIGNMENT:     This week read Psalms 138 – 145. 
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LESSON 13 – “GOD THE CREATOR” 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

John 1:1-3 

1 Corinthians 8:5-6 

Colossians 1:15-17 

Genesis 1:1 – 2:25 

Job 38:1 – 41:34 

Psalm 8:1-9 

Psalm 19:1-6 

Psalm 33:6-9 

Proverbs 3:19-20

 

 

B. Why do you suppose our all-loving God decided to create? 

 

 

C. How are things created in Genesis 1? 

 

 

D. What is the crowning achievement of God in the six days of creation? Read Psalm 8:1-9.      

What is man’s place in creation? 

 

 

E. What does God’s ability to create say about His power, authority, wisdom, goodness, etc.? 

 

 

F. How will the created world be viewed by those who believe in an all-powerful creator, as 

opposed to those who don’t believe in God? 

 

 

G. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 82–89. 
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

John 1:1-3 

In the beginning the Word already existed. 

The Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. He existed in the beginning with 

God. God created everything through him, 

and nothing was created except through 

him. 

 

1 Corinthians 8:5-6 

There may be so-called gods both in 

heaven and on earth, and some people 

actually worship many gods and many 

lords. But for us, There is one God, the 

Father, by whom all things were created, 

and for whom we live. And there is one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all 

things were created, and through whom we 

live. 

 

Colossians 1:15-17 

Christ is the visible image of the invisible 

God. He existed before anything was 

created and is supreme over all creation, 

for through him God created everything in 

the heavenly realms and on earth. He made 

the things we can see and the things we 

can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, 

rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. 

Everything was created through him and 

for him. He existed before anything else, 

and he holds all creation together. 

 

Genesis 1:1-2:25 

 

Job 38:1-41:34 

 

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

John 1:1-3 

In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made that has 

been made. 

 

1 Corinthians 8:5-6 

For even if there are so-called gods, 

whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed 

there are many “gods” and many “lords”), 

yet for us there is but one God, the Father, 

from whom all things came and for whom 

we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, through whom all things came and 

through whom we live. 

 

 

Colossians 1:15-17 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn over all creation. For in him 

all things were created: things in heaven 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; 

all things have been created through him 

and for him. He is before all things, and in 

him all things hold together. 
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Psalm 8:1-9 

O Lord, our Lord, your majestic name fills 

the earth! Your glory is higher than the 

heavens. You have taught children and 

infants to tell of your strength, silencing 

your enemies and all who oppose you. 

When I look at the night sky and see the 

work of your fingers— the moon and the 

stars you set in place— what are mere 

mortals that you should think about them, 

human beings that you should care for 

them? Yet you made them only a little 

lower than God and crowned them with 

glory and honor. You gave them charge of 

everything you made, putting all things 

under their authority— the flocks and the 

herds and all the wild animals, the birds in 

the sky, the fish in the sea, and everything 

that swims the ocean currents. O Lord, our 

Lord, your majestic name fills the earth! 

 

 

 

Psalm 19:1-6 

The heavens proclaim the glory of God. 

The skies display his craftsmanship. Day 

after day they continue to speak; night 

after night they make him known. They 

speak without a sound or word; their voice 

is never heard. Yet their message has gone 

throughout the earth, and their words to all 

the world. God has made a home in the 

heavens for the sun. It bursts forth like a 

radiant bridegroom after his wedding. It 

rejoices like a great athlete eager to run the 

race. The sun rises at one end of the 

heavens and follows its course to the other 

end. Nothing can hide from its heat. 

 

Psalm 8:1-9 

Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name 

in all the earth! You have set your glory in 

the heavens. Through the praise of 

children and infants you have established a 

stronghold against your enemies, to silence 

the foe and the avenger. When I consider 

your heavens, the work of your fingers, the 

moon and the stars, which you have set in 

place, what is mankind that you are 

mindful of them, human beings that you 

care for them? You have made them a 

little lower than the angels and crowned 

them with glory and honor. You made 

them rulers over the works of your hands; 

you put everything under their feet: all 

flocks and herds, and the animals of the 

wild, the birds in the sky, and the fish in 

the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. 

Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name 

in all the earth! 

 

 

Psalm 19:1-6 

The heavens declare the glory of God; the 

skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day 

after day they pour forth speech; night 

after night they reveal knowledge. They 

have no speech, they use no words; no 

sound is heard from them. Yet their voice 

goes out into all the earth, their words to 

the ends of the world. In the heavens God 

has pitched a tent for the sun. It is like a 

bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 

like a champion rejoicing to run his 

course. It rises at one end of the heavens 

and makes its circuit to the other; nothing 

is deprived of its warmth. 
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Psalm 33:6-9 

The Lord merely spoke, and the heavens 

were created. He breathed the word, and 

all the stars were born. He assigned the sea 

its boundaries and locked the oceans in 

vast reservoirs. Let the whole world fear 

the Lord, and let everyone stand in awe of 

him. For when he spoke, the world began! 

It appeared at his command. 

 

 

Proverbs 3:19-20 

By wisdom the Lord founded the earth; by 

understanding he created the heavens. By 

his knowledge the deep fountains of the 

earth burst forth, and the dew settles 

beneath the night sky. 

 

Psalm 33:6-9 

By the word of the Lord the heavens were 

made, their starry host by the breath of his 

mouth. He gathers the waters of the sea 

into jars; he puts the deep into storehouses. 

Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the 

people of the world revere him. For he 

spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, 

and it stood firm. 

 

 

Proverbs 3:19-20 

By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s 

foundations, by understanding he set the 

heavens in place; by his knowledge the 

watery depths were divided, and the 

clouds let drop the dew. 

 

 

 

Genesis 1    New Living Translation (NLT) 

The Account of Creation 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and empty, and 

darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the 

waters. 

Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. 

Then he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day” and the darkness 

“night.” 

And evening passed and morning came, marking the first day. 

Then God said, “Let there be a space between the waters, to separate the waters of the heavens 

from the waters of the earth.” And that is what happened. God made this space to separate the 

waters of the earth from the waters of the heavens. God called the space “sky.” 

And evening passed and morning came, marking the second day. 

Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the sky flow together into one place, so dry ground may 

appear.” And that is what happened. God called the dry ground “land” and the waters “seas.” 

And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the land sprout with vegetation—every 

sort of seed-bearing plant, and trees that grow seed-bearing fruit. These seeds will then 

produce the kinds of plants and trees from which they came.” And that is what happened. The 

land produced vegetation—all sorts of seed-bearing plants, and trees with seed-bearing fruit. 

Their seeds produced plants and trees of the same kind. And God saw that it was good. 

And evening passed and morning came, marking the third day. 
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Then God said, “Let lights appear in the sky to separate the day from the night. Let them be signs 

to mark the seasons, days, and years. Let these lights in the sky shine down on the earth.” And 

that is what happened. God made two great lights—the larger one to govern the day, and the 

smaller one to govern the night. He also made the stars. God set these lights in the sky to light 

the earth, to govern the day and night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God 

saw that it was good. 

And evening passed and morning came, marking the fourth day. 

Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with fish and other life. Let the skies be filled with birds 

of every kind.” So God created great sea creatures and every living thing that scurries and 

swarms in the water, and every sort of bird—each producing offspring of the same kind. And 

God saw that it was good. Then God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply. Let the 

fish fill the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.” 

And evening passed and morning came, marking the fifth day. 

Then God said, “Let the earth produce every sort of animal, each producing offspring of the 

same kind—livestock, small animals that scurry along the ground, and wild animals.” And that 

is what happened. God made all sorts of wild animals, livestock, and small animals, each able 

to produce offspring of the same kind. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. They will reign over the 

fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, and the small 

animals that scurry along the ground.” 

So God created human beings in his own image. 

    In the image of God he created them; 

    male and female he created them. 

Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign 

over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry along the ground.” 

Then God said, “Look! I have given you every seed-bearing plant throughout the earth and all 

the fruit trees for your food. And I have given every green plant as food for all the wild animals, 

the birds in the sky, and the small animals that scurry along the ground—everything that has 

life.” And that is what happened. 

Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good! 

And evening passed and morning came, marking the sixth day. 
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LESSON 14 – “THE GIFT OF PRAYER” 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

Matthew 6:5-13 

Matthew 7:7-11 

Matthew 14:23 

Matthew 21:18-22 

Mark 1:35 

Mark 6:46 

Mark 14:32 

Luke 6:12 

Luke 9:28 

Luke 18:1-8 

John 17 

Acts 1:14 

Acts 20:36 

Philippians 4:6-7 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

1 Timothy 2:8 

James 5:13-18 

1 John 5:14-15

 

 

B. Read the bolded passages. 

 

 

C. What do Philippians 4:6-7 and James 5:13-18 tell us about prayer? 

 

 

D. What to we learn from Mark 1:35, 6:46, 14:32; Matthew 14:23; Luke 6:12, 9:28? 

 

 

E. What does Jesus say, what kinds of things does Jesus pray for, and what themes are found in His 

prayer in Matthew 6:9-13? 

 

 

F. Assignment: 

If you haven’t done so already, read through Bob Mize’s little book, “My Daily Devotional 

Time.” This week read Psalms 90-96. 
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NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

Matthew 6:5-13 

 “When you pray, don’t be like the 

hypocrites who love to pray publicly on 

street corners and in the synagogues where 

everyone can see them. I tell you the truth, 

that is all the reward they will ever get. 

But when you pray, go away by yourself, 

shut the door behind you, and pray to your 

Father in private. Then your Father, who 

sees everything, will reward you. “When 

you pray, don’t babble on and on as the 

Gentiles do. They think their prayers are 

answered merely by repeating their words 

again and again. Don’t be like them, for 

your Father knows exactly what you need 

even before you ask him! Pray like this: 

Our Father in heaven, may your name be 

kept holy. May your Kingdom come soon. 

May your will be done on earth, as it is in 

heaven. Give us today the food we need, 

and forgive us our sins, as we have 

forgiven those who sin against us. And 

don’t let us yield to temptation, but rescue 

us from the evil one. 

 

Matthew 7:7-11 

“Keep on asking, and you will receive 

what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and 

you will find. Keep on knocking, and the 

door will be opened to you. For everyone 

who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, 

finds. And to everyone who knocks, the 

door will be opened. “You parents—if 

your children ask for a loaf of bread, do 

you give them a stone instead? Or if they 

ask for a fish, do you give them a snake? 

Of course not! So if you sinful people 

know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your 

heavenly Father give good gifts to those 

who ask him. 

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

Matthew 6:5-13 

“And when you pray, do not be like the 

hypocrites, for they love to pray standing 

in the synagogues and on the street corners 

to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 

have received their reward in full. But 

when you pray, go into your room, close 

the door and pray to your Father, who is 

unseen. Then your Father, who sees what 

is done in secret, will reward you. And 

when you pray, do not keep on babbling 

like pagans, for they think they will be 

heard because of their many words. Do not 

be like them, for your Father knows what 

you need before you ask him.  “This, then, 

is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in 

heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also 

have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from the 

evil one.’ 

 

Matthew 7:7-11 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 

you will find; knock and the door will be 

opened to you. For everyone who asks 

receives; the one who seeks finds; and to 

the one who knocks, the door will be 

opened.  “Which of you, if your son asks 

for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he 

asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If 

you, then, though you are evil, know how 

to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father in heaven 

give good gifts to those who ask him! 
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Matthew 14:23 

After sending them home, he went up into 

the hills by himself to pray. Night fell 

while he was there alone 

 

Matthew 21:18-22 

In the morning, as Jesus was returning to 

Jerusalem, he was hungry, and he noticed 

a fig tree beside the road. He went over to 

see if there were any figs, but there were 

only leaves. Then he said to it, “May you 

never bear fruit again!” And immediately 

the fig tree withered up. The disciples 

were amazed when they saw this and 

asked, “How did the fig tree wither so 

quickly?” Then Jesus told them, “I tell you 

the truth, if you have faith and don’t doubt, 

you can do things like this and much more. 

You can even say to this mountain, ‘May 

you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ 

and it will happen. You can pray for 

anything, and if you have faith, you will 

receive it.” 

 

Mark 1:35 

Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus 

got up and went out to an isolated place to 

pray. 

 

Mark 6:46 

After telling everyone good-bye, he went 

up into the hills by himself to pray. 

 

Mark 14:32 

They went to the olive grove called 

Gethsemane, and Jesus said, “Sit here 

while I go and pray.” 

 

Luke 6:12 

One day soon afterward Jesus went up on 

a mountain to pray, and he prayed to God 

all night. 

Matthew 14:23 

After he had dismissed them, he went up 

on a mountainside by himself to pray. 

Later that night, he was there alone, 

 

Matthew 21:18-22 

Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his 

way back to the city, he was hungry. 

Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to 

it but found nothing on it except leaves. 

Then he said to it, “May you never bear 

fruit again!” Immediately the tree 

withered. When the disciples saw this, 

they were amazed. “How did the fig tree 

wither so quickly?” they asked. Jesus 

replied, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith 

and do not doubt, not only can you do 

what was done to the fig tree, but also you 

can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw 

yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done.  

If you believe, you will receive whatever 

you ask for in prayer.” 

 

Mark 1:35 

Very early in the morning, while it was 

still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and 

went off to a solitary place, where he 

prayed. 

 

Mark 6:46 

After leaving them, he went up on a 

mountainside to pray. 

 

Mark 14:32 

They went to a place called Gethsemane, 

and Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit here 

while I pray.” 

 

Luke 6:12 

One of those days Jesus went out to a 

mountainside to pray, and spent the night 

praying to God. 

 

 

 



115 

 

Luke 9:28 

About eight days later Jesus took Peter, 

John, and James up on a mountain to pray. 

 

Luke 18:1-8 

One day Jesus told his disciples a story to 

show that they should always pray and 

never give up. “There was a judge in a 

certain city,” he said, “who neither feared 

God nor cared about people. A widow of 

that city came to him repeatedly, saying, 

‘Give me justice in this dispute with my 

enemy.’ The judge ignored her for a while, 

but finally he said to himself, ‘I don’t fear 

God or care about people, but this woman 

is driving me crazy. I’m going to see that 

she gets justice, because she is wearing me 

out with her constant requests!’” Then the 

Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust 

judge. Even he rendered a just decision in 

the end. So don’t you think God will 

surely give justice to his chosen people 

who cry out to him day and night? Will he 

keep putting them off? I tell you, he will 

grant justice to them quickly! But when 

the Son of Man returns, how many will he 

find on the earth who have faith?” 

 

John 17 

 

Acts 1:14 

They all met together and were constantly 

united in prayer, along with Mary the 

mother of Jesus, several other women, and 

the brothers of Jesus. 

 

Acts 20:36 

When he had finished speaking, he knelt 

and prayed with them. 

Luke 18:1-8 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to 

show them that they should always pray 

and not give up. He said: “In a certain 

town there was a judge who neither feared 

God nor cared what people thought. 3 And 

there was a widow in that town who kept 

coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me 

justice against my adversary.’ 4 “For some 

time he refused. But finally he said to 

himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or 

care what people think, 5 yet because this 

widow keeps bothering me, I will see that 

she gets justice, so that she won’t 

eventually come and attack me!’” And the 

Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge 

says. 7 And will not God bring about 

justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to 

him day and night? Will he keep putting 

them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they 

get justice, and quickly. However, when 

the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 

on the earth?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 1:14 

They all joined together constantly in 

prayer, along with the women and Mary 

the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 

 

Acts 20:36 

When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt 

down with all of them and prayed. 
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Philippians 4:6-7 

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray 

about everything. Tell God what you need, 

and thank him for all he has done. Then 

you will experience God’s peace, which 

exceeds anything we can understand. His 

peace will guard your hearts and minds as 

you live in Christ Jesus.  
 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be 

thankful in all circumstances, for this is 

God’s will for you who belong to Christ 

Jesus. 

 

1 Timothy 2:8 

In every place of worship, I want men to 

pray with holy hands lifted up to God, free 

from anger and controversy. 

 

James 5:13-18 

Are any of you suffering hardships? You 

should pray. Are any of you happy? You 

should sing praises. Are any of you sick? 

You should call for the elders of the 

church to come and pray over you, 

anointing you with oil in the name of the 

Lord. Such a prayer offered in faith will 

heal the sick, and the Lord will make you 

well. And if you have committed any sins, 

you will be forgiven. Confess your sins to 

each other and pray for each other so that 

you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a 

righteous person has great power and 

produces wonderful results. Elijah was as 

human as we are, and yet when he prayed 

earnestly that no rain would fall, none fell 

for three and a half years! Then, when he 

prayed again, the sky sent down rain and 

the earth began to yield its crops. 

 

1 John 5:14-15 

And we are confident that he hears us 

whenever we ask for anything that pleases 

him. And since we know he hears us when 

we make our requests, we also know that 

he will give us what we ask for

Philippians 4:6-7 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

every situation, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God. And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 

1 Timothy 2:8 

Therefore I want the men everywhere to 

pray, lifting up holy hands without anger 

or disputing. 

 

James 5:13-18 

Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them 

pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing 

songs of praise. Is anyone among you 

sick? Let them call the elders of the church 

to pray over them and anoint them with oil 

in the name of the Lord. And the prayer 

offered in faith will make the sick person 

well; the Lord will raise them up. If they 

have sinned, they will be forgiven. 

Therefore confess your sins to each other 

and pray for each other so that you may be 

healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 

powerful and effective. Elijah was a 

human being, even as we are. He prayed 

earnestly that it would not rain, and it did 

not rain on the land for three and a half 

years. Again he prayed, and the heavens 

gave rain, and the earth produced its crops. 

 

1 John 5:14-15 

This is the confidence we have in 

approaching God: that if we ask anything 

according to his will, he hears us. And if 

we know that he hears us—whatever we 

ask—we know that we have what we 

asked of him. 
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LESSON 15 – “STRENGTH AND PEACE IN TOUGH TIMES” 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

Romans 5:3-5 

Romans 8:17 

2 Corinthians 1:3-11 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

2 Corinthians 7:6 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

Philippians 1:29 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Philippians 4:11-13 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

James 1:2-5 

James 5:10-11 

1 Peter 2:19-23 

1 Peter 5:6-10 

Isaiah 49:13-18 

Psalm 22:23-24 

Psalm 34:19-20 

Psalm 119:49-52 

Psalm 119:153-156 

Psalm 121:1-2

 

 

B. Read the bolded passages.  In each passage determine the means God uses to comfort us or the 

response we need to make to Him to receive comfort. 

 

 

C. What character traits are you aware of in God which make Him a qualified comforter 

(Remember Hebrews 2:10-18; Mark 8:31)? 

 

 

D. Discuss the times in life when you personally most need comfort from God. 

 

 

E. Pray for God to offer His comfort to everyone present. 

 

 

F. Assignment. 

This week read Psalms 66-72. 
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FOOTPRINTS 

 
One night a man had a dream.  He dreamed he was walking along 

the beach with the LORD.  Across the sky flashed scenes from his life.  

For each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand; one 

belonging to him, and the other to the LORD. 

 

When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he looked back at 

the footprints in the sand.  He noticed that many times along the path of 

his life there was only one set of footprints.  He also noticed that it 

happened at the very lowest and saddest times in his life. 

 

This really bothered him and he questioned the LORD about it.  

“LORD, you said that once I decided to follow you, you’d walk with me 

all the way.  But I noticed that during the most troublesome times in my 

life, there is only one set of footprints.  I don’t understand why when I 

needed you most you would leave me.” 

 

The LORD replied.  “My precious, precious child, I love you and I 

would never leave you.  During your times of trial and suffering, when 

you say only one set of footprints, it was then that I carried you.” 

 

Author unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



119 

 

NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

 

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

Romans 5:3-5 

Not only so, but we also glory in our 

sufferings, because we know that 

suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; and character, 

hope. And hope does not put us to 

shame, because God’s love has been 

poured out into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

 

Romans 8:17  

Now if we are children, then we are heirs 

—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, 

if indeed we share in his sufferings in 

order that we may also share in his glory. 
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2 Corinthians 1:3-11  

Praise be to the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

compassion and the God of all comfort, 

who comforts us in all our troubles, so 

that we can comfort those in any trouble 

with the comfort we ourselves receive 

from God. For just as we share 

abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so 

also our comfort abounds through Christ. 

If we are distressed, it is for your 

comfort and salvation; if we are 

comforted, it is for your comfort, which 

produces in you patient endurance of the 

same sufferings we suffer. And our hope 

for you is firm, because we know that 

just as you share in our sufferings, so 

also you share in our comfort. We do not 

want you to be uninformed, brothers and 

sisters, about the troubles we 

experienced in the province of Asia. We 

were under great pressure, far beyond 

our ability to endure, so that we 

despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt 

we had received the sentence of death. 

But this happened that we might not rely 

on ourselves but on God, who raises the 

dead. He has delivered us from such a 

deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. 

On him we have set our hope that he will 

continue to deliver us, as you help us by 

your prayers. Then many will give 

thanks on our behalf for the gracious 

favor granted us in answer to the prayers 

of many. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18  

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 

outwardly we are wasting away, yet 

inwardly we are being renewed day by 

day. For our light and momentary 

troubles are achieving for us an eternal 

glory that far outweighs them all. So we 

fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 

what is unseen, since what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 
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2 Corinthians 7:6  

But God, who comforts the downcast, 

comforted us by the coming of Titus, 

 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

or because of these surpassingly great 

revelations. Therefore, in order to keep 

me from becoming conceited, I was 

given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of 

Satan, to torment me. Three times I 

pleaded with the Lord to take it away 

from me. But he said to me, “My grace 

is sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I 

will boast all the more gladly about my 

weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may 

rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s 

sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, 

in hardships, in persecutions, in 

difficulties. For when I am weak, then I 

am strong. 

 

Philippians 1:29  

For it has been granted to you on behalf 

of Christ not only to believe in him, but 

also to suffer for him, 

 

Philippians 4:4-7  

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 

again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be 

evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not 

be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God. And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 
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Philippians 4:11-13  

I am not saying this because I am in 

need, for I have learned to be content 

whatever the circumstances. I know 

what it is to be in need, and I know what 

it is to have plenty. I have learned the 

secret of being content in any and every 

situation, whether well fed or hungry, 

whether living in plenty or in want. I can 

do all this through him who gives me 

strength. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  

Rejoice always, pray continually, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 

James 1:2-5  

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 

sisters, whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, because you know that the testing 

of your faith produces perseverance. Let 

perseverance finish its work so that you 

may be mature and complete, not lacking 

anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, 

you should ask God, who gives 

generously to all without finding fault, 

and it will be given to you. 

 

James 5:10-11  

Brothers and sisters, as an example of 

patience in the face of suffering, take the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the 

Lord. As you know, we count as blessed 

those who have persevered. You have 

heard of Job’s perseverance and have 

seen what the Lord finally brought 

about. The Lord is full of compassion 

and mercy. 
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1 Peter 2:19-23  

For it is commendable if someone bears 

up under the pain of unjust suffering 

because they are conscious of God. But 

how is it to your credit if you receive a 

beating for doing wrong and endure it? 

But if you suffer for doing good and you 

endure it, this is commendable before 

God. To this you were called, because 

Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 

example, that you should follow in his 

steps. “He committed no sin, and no 

deceit was found in his mouth.” When 

they hurled their insults at him, he did 

not retaliate; when he suffered, he made 

no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself 

to him who judges justly. 

 

1 Peter 5:6-10  

Humble yourselves, therefore, under 

God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you 

up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on 

him because he cares for you. Be alert 

and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion looking 

for someone to devour. Resist him, 

standing firm in the faith, because you 

know that the family of believers 

throughout the world is undergoing the 

same kind of sufferings. And the God of 

all grace, who called you to his eternal 

glory in Christ, after you have suffered a 

little while, will himself restore you and 

make you strong, firm and steadfast. 
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Isaiah 49:13-18  

Sing for joy, O heavens! Rejoice, O 

earth! Burst into song, O mountains! For 

the Lord has comforted his people and 

will have compassion on them in their 

suffering. Yet Jerusalem says, “The Lord 

has deserted us; the Lord has forgotten 

us.” “Never! Can a mother forget her 

nursing child? Can she feel no love for 

the child she has borne? But even if that 

were possible, I would not forget you! 

See, I have written your name on the 

palms of my hands. Always in my mind 

is a picture of Jerusalem’s walls in ruins. 

Soon your descendants will come back, 

and all who are trying to destroy you 

will go away. Look around you and see, 

for all your children will come back to 

you. As surely as I live,” says the Lord, 

“they will be like jewels or bridal 

ornaments for you to display. 

 

 

Psalm 22:23-24  

Praise the Lord, all you who fear him! 

Honor him, all you descendants of 

Jacob! Show him reverence, all you 

descendants of Israel! For he has not 

ignored or belittled the suffering of the 

needy. He has not turned his back on 

them, but has listened to their cries for 

help. 

 

Psalm 34:19-20 

The righteous person faces many 

troubles, but the Lord comes to the 

rescue each time. For the Lord protects 

the bones of the righteous; not one of 

them is broken! 

 

Isaiah 49:13-18 

Shout for joy, you heavens; rejoice, you 

earth; burst into song, you mountains! 

For the Lord comforts his people and 

will have compassion on his afflicted 

ones. But Zion said, “The Lord has 

forsaken me, the Lord has forgotten me.” 

“Can a mother forget the baby at her 

breast and have no compassion on the 

child she has borne? Though she may 

forget, I will not forget you! See, I have 

engraved you on the palms of my hands; 

your walls are ever before me. Your 

children hasten back, and those who laid 

you waste depart from you. Lift up your 

eyes and look around; all your children 

gather and come to you. As surely as I 

live, ” declares the Lord, “you will wear 

them all as ornaments; you will put them 

on, like a bride. 

 

Psalm 22:23-24  

You who fear the Lord, praise him! All 

you descendants of Jacob, honor him! 

Revere him, all you descendants of 

Israel! For he has not despised or 

scorned the suffering of the afflicted 

one; he has not hidden his face from him 

but has listened to his cry for help. 

 

Psalm 34:19-20  

The righteous person may have many 

troubles, but the Lord delivers him from 

them all; he protects all his bones, not 

one of them will be broken. 
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Psalm 119:49-52,153-156 

Remember your promise to me; it is my 

only hope. Your promise revives me; it 

comforts me in all my troubles. The 

proud hold me in utter contempt, but I do 

not turn away from your instructions. I 

meditate on your age-old regulations; O 

Lord, they comfort me. Look upon my 

suffering and rescue me, for I have not 

forgotten your instructions. Argue my 

case; take my side! Protect my life as 

you promised. The wicked are far from 

rescue, for they do not bother with your 

decrees. Lord, how great is your mercy; 

let me be revived by following your 

regulations. 

 

Psalm 121:1-2  

I look up to the mountains— does my 

help come from there? My help comes 

from the Lord, who made heaven and 

earth! 

 

Psalm 119:49-52,153-156  

Remember your word to your servant, 

for you have given me hope. My comfort 

in my suffering is this: Your promise 

preserves my life. The arrogant mock me 

unmercifully, but I do not turn from your 

law. I remember,  Lord, your ancient 

laws, and I find comfort in them. Look 

on my suffering and deliver me, for I 

have not forgotten your law. Defend my 

cause and redeem me; preserve my life 

according to your promise. Salvation is 

far from the wicked, for they do not seek 

out your decrees. Your compassion, 

Lord, is great; preserve my life 

according to your laws. 

 

Psalm 121:1-2  

I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 

where does my help come from? My 

help comes from the Lord, the Maker of 

heaven and earth. 
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LESSON 16 – “LIVING THE ABUNDANT LIFE” 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

John 10:9-10 

John 6:48-63 

John 1:4 

John 3:36 

Galatians 5:16-23 

Romans 6:4 

1 John 5:11-12 

1 John 2:24-25 

John 17:3 

 

 

 

B. What are the elements which make up “abundant life” as the world describes it? 

 

 

C. What are the many elements in Galatians 5:19-23 which add up to abundant life?  If the elements 

of Galatians 5:22-23 add up to real life, where does the power to live abundantly come from? 

 

 

D. Does abundant life indicate that we will never have turmoil or difficulties in life (Philippians 

4:11-13)?  (Lesson 19 will deal with strength and peace in tough time). 

 

 

E. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 37-41. 
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LESSON 17 – “GIFTS FROM GOD” 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

Acts 2:1-21 

Acts 8:9-23 

Romans 12:4-8 

1 Corinthians 12-14 

Ephesians 4:7-13 

1 Timothy 4:13-14 

2 Timothy 1:5-6 

Hebrews 2:4 

1 Peter 4:10-11 

 

 

 

B. As you read through the Scripture Texts, answer the following questions: 

 

1. What kinds of gifts have been given to those in Christ? 

 

2. What are the purposes of those gifts? 

 

3. Who receives these gifts? 

 

4. Are there some gifts which seem to be much more present in the church today than other 

gifts? 

 

5. What do you think happens when Christians insist on performing functions in the body of 

Christ which aren’t their gifts? 

 

 

C. Assignment: 

If God gives Spiritual gifts to His people, He has no doubt given you some.  Pray this week 

for God to help you know your gift(s).  Write down what you think your gifts might be and 

discuss them with other mature Christians. 

This week read Psalms 146-150. 
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LESSON 18 – “POWER FOR OVERCOMING SIN” 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

Romans 6:1-23 

Romans 8:1-14 

2 Corinthians 3:16-18 

2 Corinthians 5:15-17 

Galatians 5:13-25 

Ephesians 1:17-21 

Ephesians 3:16-19 

Philippians 3:20-21 

Colossians 2:11-15 

Colossians 3:1-11 

1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 

Titus 3:4-8 

James 1:19-21 

2 Peter 1:3-9 

1 John 3:2-3 

Jude 19-20

 

 

B. This lesson is one of the hardest to live out – the overcoming of sin by Christians is a truth we 

like to ignore.  Read the passages marked with an asterisk.  Note God’s desire that you overcome 

sin in your life. 

 

 

C. In each passage identify the motivating source of power and the reasons which enable us to grow 

and become less sinful. 

 

 

D. Note that overcoming sin happens both all at once in an initial cleansing and strengthening 

(Romans 8:1-4) and also happens in an ongoing process (2 Corinthians 3:16-18). 

 

 

E. Write on a 3 x 5 card or on a piece of paper the sins which you need God to help you overcome.  

Share some (or all) of these sins with the group if you feel comfortable in doing so. 

 

 

F. The group should pray that God will help you with these specific sins. 

 

 

G. Assignment: 

Read the remainder of the passages from A. above that are not bolded. 

This week read Psalms 78-81. 
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LESSON 19 – “HE’S CALLED US TO WORSHIP  

THE PRIVILEGE OF PRAISE” 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

Matthew 6:9 

Matthew 11:25 

Luke 5:25-26 

Luke 19:37-38 

Romans 15:8-11 

2 Corinthians 11:31 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Ephesians 5:17-20 

Colossians 3:16-17 

Hebrews 13:15 

James 5:13 

1 Peter 2:9 

Revelation 4:8-11 

Revelation 5:8-14 

Psalm 111:1-10 

Psalm 59:16-17 

Psalm 71:23-24 

Psalm 145:1-21 

Psalm 147:1-20 

Psalm 148:1-14 

Exodus 15:1-2 

 

 

B. Read the bolded passages. 

 

 

C. What do 1 Peter 2:9 and Ephesians 1:3-14 tell us about the relationship between God’s wonderful 

blessings in Jesus and the church as people of praise? 

 

 

D. What are the elements of praise indicated in Ephesians 5:18-20 and Colossians 3:16-17?  What 

ingredients must be in our lives? 

 

 

E. Take special note of James 5:13, what does this have to say about our assemblies together? 

 

 

F. In Revelation 4:8-11 and Revelation 5:8-14 the heavenly creatures bow and praise God and Jesus 

the Lamb.  What are the claims they make about God and the Lamb?  It is easy to see who joyous 

praise will be so much a part of our Christian lives. 

 

 

G. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 113-118. 
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LESSON 20 – “HE’S CALLED US TO WORSHIP  

DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME” 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

Matthew 26:17-30 

Mark 14:12-26 

Luke 22:7-23 

Acts 2:42-47 

 

Acts 20:71 

1 Corinthians 10:16-22 

1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

 

 

 

B. Looking carefully at Matthew 26:26-28, in what ways does our eating of the bread and fruit of 

the vine parallel the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross and its results? 

 

 

C. In what sense is the bread the body of Christ and in what sense is the fruit of the vine his blood? 

 

 

D. What do Acts 2:42-47 and Acts 20:7 tell us about when the Lord’s Supper was being taken in the 

early church? 

 

 

E. What were the problems with the celebration of the Lord’s Supper in 1 Corinthians 11:17-22?  

What does Paul indicate must be known and done in Corinth to correct the problems they were 

having in Corith (1 Corinthians 11:23-34)? 

 

 

F. According to 1 Corinthians 11:23, why do we have the Lord’s Supper?  What is the message of 

the supper?  What do we concentrate on and where should our mind be during the Lord’s 

Supper? 

 

 

G. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 73-77. 
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LESSON 21 – “HE’S CALLED US TO WORSHIP 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD” 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

Matthew 4:17, 23 

Matthew 9:35 

Matthew 10:1-7 

Mark 1:14-15 

Mark 2:2 

Luke 4:16-21 

Luke 24:45-47 

Acts 5:42 

Acts 8:4, 12 

Acts 18:5 

Acts 20:7 

Romans 10:13-15 

1 Corinthians 1:17-18, 

21-24 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

1 Timothy 4:13

 

 

B. From the bolded passages above, what is to be preached? 

 

 

C. What is the message of the gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8? 

 

 

D. What should our attitude toward preaching be as we assemble on Sunday morning, knowing that 

it is God’s Word that is being preached. 

 

 

E. When and where should preaching (the proclaiming of the gospel) take place? 

 

 

F. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 24-30. 
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LESSON 22 – “HE’S CALLED US TO WORSHIP 

 – THE GIFT OF GIVING” 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

Matthew 6:1-4 

Acts 4:32 – 5:11 

Acts 11:27-30 

Acts 20:34-35 

Romans 15:23-28 

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 

2 Corinthians 8:1 – 9:13 

Ephesians 4:28 

Philippians 4:14-16 

Exodus 25:1-2 

Leviticus 27:30-34 

Numbers 18:25-29 

Deuteronomy 26:12-15 

Proverbs 11:24-25 

Malachi 3:8-12 

 

 

B. One of the foundational principles of Christianity is that believers make sacrifices for God 

(Romans 12:1-2, Mark 8:34-38, Mark 10:35-45).  We are asked to give our lives in service to 

God because God first gave His Son to us (2 Corinthians 5:14-15).  We sacrifice time, energy, 

worldly goals, prestige, etc. for the sake of knowing Jesus (Philippians 3:4-11). 

 

C. From the Scripture texts above it is clear that God extends his call for us to make sacrifices into 

the area of finances. 

 

1. In the Old Testament the standard for giving was legislated at 10% (Leviticus 27:30-34, 

Numbers 18:25-29, Deuteronomy 14:22-29, Deuteronomy 26:12-15, Malachi 3:8-12). 

 

2. No set standard is taught in the New Testament.  Instead, the standard of love and 

sacrifice is imposed.  Though 10% may be a good place at which to ground our giving 

efforts, giving really depends on our income (1 Corinthians 16:2) and the fullness of our 

hearts with love toward God (2 Corinthians 8:7-8, 8:24, 9:7). 

 

3. Several principles are set forth in Scripture which help us determine the manner of our 

giving. 

 

a. The Israelites were to always give the “firstfruits” of their labours, not from the 

surplus or leftovers (Numbers 18:29-32), but they gave the best, right off the top. 

 

b. The early Christians were purposeful and planned for their regular weekly financial 

contribution. 

 

c. Financial giving is to be an overflow from the heart which serves Christ (2 

Corinthians 9:7) and is to be a privilege rather than a burden.  It is an occasion for 

joy (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

 

D. Assignment: 

Pray about and consider this week your “giving” responsibility to God and the church.  If 

you have questions, talk it over with a brother or sister in Christ. 

This week read Psalms 124-133. 
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LESSON 23 – “THE BLESSING OF THE END” 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

Matthew 24:1-51 

Matthew 25:1-46 

Mark 13:1-36 (32-36) 

John 5:24-30 

Acts 1:6-7 

1 Corinthians 6:2-3 

1 Corinthians 15:20-28, 49-54 

Colossians 3:4 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 – 5:11 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 

2 Peter 3:1-13 

1 John 2:18-28 

1 John 3:2 

Jude 18-19 

Revelation 21:1-8 

Revelation 22:7-21 

 

 

 

B. There is a great deal of controversy in the religious world about the end times and about how 

God will end our existence as we now know it.  A balanced perspective is crucial!  Many 

doomsayers and predictors of the future have come up with elaborate schemes to describe what 

will happen in the end.  It is best to consider the whole of Scripture and to only speak where 

Scripture speaks.  Elaborate and fanciful construction regarding the future are not at home within 

biblical Christianity. 

 

 

C. Only a few passages from the book of Revelation are included in the above list of Scriptures.  

Though the Revelation says much about the end times, the style of literature in which it is written 

(apocalyptic) can be confusing, and it easily lends itself to wild interpretations which are simply 

not accurate.  The symbols, types, images, personifications, numbers, etc. in Revelation can be 

explained, but valid interpretation methods are crucial.  The same is true of Matthew 24 and 

Mark 13. 

 

D. Read the bolded passages.  (Also read Mark 13:32-36). 

 

 

E. What order of the final events can you construct from the passages read?  Is there room for 

flexibility here or is the schedule of events you have developed quite clear and straightforward? 

 

 

F. Is there teaching in these passages which tells us when the final end will be?  Can we know well 

enough to predict the end? 

 

 

G. Who is in control of the end events and what is the final result of all the end events? 

 

 

H. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 31-36. 
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LESSON 24 – “CHRISTIANS ONLY 

NON-DENOMINATIONAL CHRISTIANITY” 

 
A. Scripture Texts

 

Matthew 16:13-19 

Acts 2:42-47 

Acts 4:32 

Acts 9:31 

Acts 11:19-26 

Romans 16:16 

1 Corinthians 1:2 

1 Corinthians 1:10-17 

1 Corinthians 12:12-29 

2 Corinthians 8:1 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Ephesians 4:3-6 

Colossians 2:19 

Colossians 4:15-16 

1 Thessalonians 2:14 

1 Peter 1:1-2

 

B. Read the above passages. 

 

 

C. How does the church of the New Testament as outlined in the Scriptures above compare with 

Christianity as it exists today?  Does the New Testament discuss denominations or more than one 

church?  How many bodies of Christ does the Bible indicate there are? 

 

 

D. How many of contemporary denominations are discussed in the New Testament? 

 

 

E. What does the New Testament call the group of people who choose to serve Christ?  What does 

the New Testament call those individuals who follow Jesus? 

 

 

F. If there is only one universal church, who does its membership consist of and how did they join 

the church of Jesus Christ? 

 

 

G. Assignment: 

This week read Psalms 107-110. 

 


