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August 1973 looms large for me. On August 12th of 

that year I became a Christian, hearing the gospel 

and responding in baptism all within a two-week 

period.  On the exact same day, only minutes prior 

to my baptism, I, at 14 years, was even then thinking 

about the opposite gender, and I intentionally ven-

tured from one side of a campfire to the other and 

met the girl to whom I have been married for  37 

years.  At the end of August 1973 the high school 

cross country team began their workouts, and by 

joining them just to get in better shape I launched a 

running career in which I have been active for 43 

years.  Each of these:  meeting Christ, meeting Robin 

and she eventually deciding that I really was lovea-

ble, and my being driven to be a runner has to a 

large extent defined me for the majority of my life. 

But none of this did I anticipate or really plan. I pre-

viously had no relationship with Christ, nor did I reg-

ularly go to church (although something in me had 

recently motivated me intentionally to occasionally 

attend the Catholic church with which my family 

was loosely associated—I think I was becoming a 

seeker).  I previously did not know Robin.   

Continued on page 4 

ARE YOU READY?  
By Kelly Carter...from our blog 

___________________________________________ 

I firmly believe in God’s 
interaction in our 
lives… 
___________________________________________ 
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INTRODUCTION TO DISCIPLESHIP 
by Kelly Carter 

 
When one becomes a Christian, there is perhaps 
nothing more important to his or her spiritual life 
than continued growth in the direction of following 
and becoming like Jesus Christ.  Followership, or dis-
cipleship, is central to living as Christ calls us to 
live.  This fall, as we enter a new “church year” the 
theme on which our church will focus is discipleship, 
viewed both as something that each Christian is 
called to and as God’s directive for our entire church. 
  
In preparation for our look at discipleship I have read 
several takes on the subject, both some new manuals 
on the theme and some old classics. One book I am 
almost ashamed to admit I had never read is Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of Discipleship.  Bonhoeffer is 
known to many as the German theologian who de-
fended Christianity to Hitler, called for German Chris-
tians to separate themselves from Nazism, and was 
eventually hanged in a concentration camp.  Bon-
hoeffer was a modern day martyr who honoured 
Christ by following him in his life and his death.  Bon-
hoeffer’s book does several things very well—it bibli-
cally defines discipleship, it explores the several ele-
ments to biblical discipleship that should be central 
for Christians in every era, and it relates discipleship 
to relationship with God, to relationships between 
human beings, to personal virtues, and to the 
church’s mission.  This inclusive look at discipleship 
seems to me to be sooooo important, and it is just 
what is needed at the present time. 
  
All this to say that there are several ways for you to 
apply yourself to discipleship this fall.  All three of our 
Adult Bible Classes will be connected to discipleship 
in one way or another, so you will want to watch for 
descriptions of these offerings.  You will want to read 
Scripture, especially the gospels, in order to see what 
following Jesus meant for his earliest followers.  You 
will want to reflect on our Mission, Vision, and Disci-
pleship Process, all three of which take us in the di-
rection of Relational Discipleship.  You will want to be 
part of a Life Group, which will enable you to live out 
and practice Relational Discipleship.  You will want to 
be engaged during Sunday worship, both to exercise 
the worshipful side of discipleship and to reflect on 
messages designed to expose all of us to a deeper 

following of Jesus. 
  
If “discipleship” is new to you, a fuzzy idea for you, or 
an old idea for you that could use some refreshing, I 
think this fall will be beneficial; maybe life chang-
ing!  And if discipleship is something you already live, 
breath, eat, and sleep, then this will be a perfect time 
for you to do what disciples do, introduce others to 
discipleship! 

 

WORSHIP by Jonathan Straker 
Heart. Body. Mind. Community. Our very breath. Cor-
porate worship invites us to more deeply engage all 
of these--and to offer them up to the almighty God 
who sang the universe into existence, loves us, and 
knows us by name. Worship centres us on God who is 
our Creator, Redeemer, and Friend.  
 
Our God knows and takes us as we are, and then 
leads us to transformed lives. The long heritage of 
our worship gives us permission to be fully honest. 
Hurting? Grateful? Doubting? Angry? At peace? Over-
whelmed with joy? Then pray, cry, ask, give thanks, 
rejoice. God can take it all.  
 
When we worship, we proclaim ancient truths, sus-
tain relevant service, and look forward to a better 
future. And we do this together--young and old, 
women and men, the struggling and the strong. We 
are one in worship. 
In other words, worship is about a lot more than the 
music. God doesn’t care if we sing off key. Every 
voice counts. So come ready to make some honest, 
whole-hearted noise together. 
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CONNECTION TEAM 
We want everyone who walks through our doors to 
find a connection here and a reason to stay, to 
grow in their faith and love for God and to put 
their unique gifts and talents to use in serving Him 
in His Kingdom.    

 

We have greeters at our doors to meet newcomers 
as they enter our building, ushers to help seat peo-
ple, members scanning the crowd to welcome 
newcomers and then we have opportunities 
throughout the year for people to connect and get  

 

to know one another and build friendships.   Con-
tinue reading and take note of the Connect Pages 
for opportunities.      

 

Can we do these things better?  Absolutely!  We 
would love for you to join us in making this minis-
try 100% successful! 

 

 

 

   c o n n e c t     

WELCOME LUNCHES 
Sundays after 2nd service, watch the bulletin and announcements for more details.   
 
Every other month, we host a Welcome Lunch and invite those who are new to our church to come and 
share a meal and have their questions answered about our church.  This is a great way to start plugging 
into our congregation and find out how we can best help you and where you would like to fit in.   
If you would like to participate in this ministry, it requires a one time commitment of participating with a 
group to provide lunch to a group of 20 or less and visiting with others to get to know them and to answer 
their questions.  Any questions that you cannot answer, can be handled at a later time by staff or ministry 
leaders.    This is an easy, fun ministry but makes a big impact on someone who is new to us.    Please let 
us know if you would like to help out! 
 

LIFE GROUPS by Michael Coghlin 
Regular Life Group gatherings kick off again this year 
starting the week of September 11.  

Our groups meet all over the city, at many different 
times, and with all kinds of people. There’s sure to be 
one where you’ll find other followers of Jesus with 
whom to share life and grow in faithfulness. Our group 
discussions will follow our Fall sermon series, 
“Discipleship,” which invites you to consider and commit 

all the aspects of your life to becoming a disciple of Jesus who makes disciples of Jesus.  

I invite you to join a Life Group this year.  Ideally you could connect with one on September 11, but at an-
ytime you would be warmly welcomed into a group.  Talk to one of our ministry staff, elders, or Life Group 
leaders and we’ll help you get connected.  

_______________________________________________ 

See Page 14 for contact  

information to help out  

in any of our ministries. 
____________________________________________ 
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Continued from front page... 

And I started running just because I had decided 
not to play football.  My point is that many of us 
have those moments we can point to that were 
truly decisive, but we certainly cannot always see 
in advance when they are going to occur.  That 
means that right now could be a significant mo-
ment for you!  Or it may come in five minutes.  Or 
it may come when you are at the grocery store two 
hours from now or when you are sitting at a stop 
light and witness an accident, or view a construc-
tion site, or catch the wording on the side of a bus.   

I have told the story before about how Albert 
Schweitzer was sitting in his office when a notice 
was delivered that stated that there was a need for 
physicians in the Congo.  He saw the notice and 
decided on the spot how he would spend the re-
mainder of his life.  What if the notice had for 
whatever reason not reached him, perhaps being 
placed under a pile of papers that he would not see 
until he was in an entirely different mind 
space?  What if his Administrative Assistant simply 
had decided that he wouldn’t be interested be-
cause he already had a calling and a career and de-
cided to just throw away the notice? 

I would like to think that in the summer of 1973, 
even despite myself, God was doing something 
with Kelly Carter. I don’t know exactly why, but 
God chose to extend to me certain moments, op-
portunities, or directed offers that He knew were 
just what I needed.  He may even have thought 
that given my circumstances, such directed offers 
could take me somewhere in life, down a path that 
had at least small implications for the Kingdom of 
God, even as they had huge implications for me. 

All this to say that I firmly believe in God’s interac-
tion in our lives and even in His providence. I am 
not even close to being a determinist, as if God or-
chestrates all our steps.  But neither do I believe 
He is far off, isolated from who we are.  One reason 
we can pray to Him, be at peace in Him, be thank-

ful to Him, and be expectant of what He may at any 
moment do in our lives is because He is near, at 
hand, present, sometimes intervening in ways that 
lead us right where He wants us to go.  We need, 
then, to have open hearts; we need to be listening 
and watching and ready and willing and 
trusting.  We also need to be discerning and wise, 
looking for guidance about what is really an oppor-
tunity from Him and what is simply a personal 
whim or selfish desire.  My sense is that when we 
are ready, expectant, watching, open, seeking, dis-
cerning—that God will come, that He will decide to 
use us, focus us, point us in the direction He wants 
for us to go.  Even without me being fully aware, I 
think this was happening to me in the summer of 
1973. 

So, are you ready? Are you longing for His will in 
your life?  Are you clay to be molded?  Are you ask-
ing, seeking, and knocking?  Are your eyes open, 
your prayers reflective of a searching heart, trying 
to see the opportunities He has set before you, try-
ing to differentiate these from what is mere fancy, 
or shallowness, or a rabbit trail?  If so, be 
ready.  He is not far off and He is not sleeping.  At 
any moment he may present before you exactly 
what is best and needed both for you and for His 
Kingdom.  Are you looking?  Are you ready? 

See more from our staff monthly on the blog.   

_________________________________________________ 

God will come,  
He will use us, focus us, 
point us in the direction  
He wants for us to go. 

__________________________________________________ 
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FISHING DAYS 
Ice Fishing in February, Lake Fishing in July 
What better way to connect with people than on a frozen lake 
in the middle of winter!   It’s really so much better than you 
think!   Look at that guy on the left with no jacket on….AND he 
is from South America!   PLUS, the Alberta government lets you 
fish without a licence on these two weekends.   We have a lot 
of fun, sharing our food and laughter and photos as we visit 
and play and fish on the ice.    Ice fishing is definitely about the 
visiting and fellowship.   

July lake fishing is all about the fishing!  Many good size fish are 
caught in July (compared to the teeny perch in February).   
Take your pick of which event you want to experience.   Or be 
really adventurous and try both!    You are not likely to be dis-
appointed.    

   c o n n e c t     

SPRING PICNIC 
Pearce Estates Park, Date To Be Announced 
Every spring, we attempt to have a picnic at a beautiful 
park by the Bow River.    Sometimes we are lucky and 
get good weather and sometimes we don’t.   This year 
we attempted our first ever Potluck Picnic and what a 
success that was!     We had so many full tables that we 
will need to bring two extra next year just to hold all the 
food!    It’s a great chance for kids and adults to connect 
and build relationships.   If this is the only event you get 
to this year - you will be blessed because of it.    
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FAMILY CAMP  by Mark Lewis 

Mid August 
Each year, for one weekend in the middle of Au-
gust, our church books a group campground 
(typically in Kananaskis).  This is a great weekend to 
relax with other people that attend our church 
and/or their friends, to get to know one another, 
to worship God by sitting around the campfire and 
enjoying His beautiful creation.  If you'd prefer not 
to camp you can drive out for the day on Saturday 
and still have a wonderful time in nature.  Tradi-
tionally there is very little structure - we often have 
an optional pancake breakfast on Saturday morn-
ing, a potluck supper, a brief church service on 
Sunday morning and often an optional activity for 
families on Saturday afternoon. If you've never 
been - try it next year - either for the weekend or 
just for the day. 

 

MOMS & TOTS  by Kerri Nickel 
Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m., starting September 21st, 2016 
Moms & Tots happens on Wednesday mornings from 10-11am.  For the 2016-2017 year, we will start on 
September 21st and go until December 7th, then after a Christmas break, start up again on January 11th 
and go until May 10th.  Most weeks, we will meet at the church building and have childcare available for 
children who are 1-5 years old.  In childcare, children will be supervised as they play with toys and games, 
sing songs, read stories and have snacks together.  Children under 1 will stay with the moms as we meet 
to connect, learn and support each other through life.  From time to time, we will bring in guest speakers 
on issues that are important and relevant to those attending.  Approximately once a month, we give our 
childcare ladies a break and do some kind of field trip or gym day.  Moms & Tots is also an outreach pro-
gram to connect us with moms from outside the church community.  It is a place to bring in friends or ac-
quaintances who are looking to connect with other moms.  If you are a woman raising one or more young 
children, this is a great place for you to get the encouragement and support you need. 

Moms & Tots is always looking for people to attend.  To 
get yourself on the email list to hear about upcoming 
events, send an email to kerbear_cares@hotmail.com.  
You can “like” our Facebook page, “Calgary CofC Moms 
and Tots”, where upcoming events are posted weekly.  
Also, I am eagerly looking for a co-leader, perhaps even a 
mom with older kids who are all in school, who can help 
with the organizational aspect of this ministry and who 
can provide a bit of mentorship to those of us raising 
young children.  Please contact Kerri Nickel if you would 
be interested in serving in this way. 

___________________________________________ 

Consider joining us    
and connecting with 
moms who face the   
same challenges you do. 
____________________________________________ 

mailto:kerbear_cares@hotmail.com
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MEN’S RETREAT by Jonathan Straker 
October 14-16, Pioneer Lodge near Sundre, AB 

...as in heaven, so also on earth… 
 
For me, this phrase is the knife edge of mission. 
When we look at the world around us, where do 
we see God’s reign breaking through and will being 

done? What aspects of our communities do NOT 
reflect God’s will? 

But it’s not just a blade that dissects the communi-
ty and leads us into participation with God’s work 
‘out there.’ What about when we direct this ques-
tion closer to home? Where in our church is God’s 
will being or not being done? What about our fami-
lies? What about in our own hearts? 

Experience has taught me that it is often easier to 
see the areas that are out of line with God’s will 
and reign. We then set about trying to solve the 
problem (or not). But what if we had eyes for 
where God is at work, and hearts to join him at 
those places? Then our spiritual battles are not so 
much of a constant slog through the muck of sin as 
they are a pilgrimage with a benevolent Master 
who invites us into his work of redemption and res-
toration. A more enjoyable--and sustainable--
endeavor.  

Join us at the Men’s Retreat as we explore re-
sources for paying attention to God’s work in and 
around us, and some tools for joining in that work. 

   c o n n e c t     

BASEBALL 
Spring 2017 
Every year we have a ball team entered into the Calgary Christian Mixed Slo-Pitch League.   We 
have a great time in the spring and play some good ball with family from Northern Hills Church, 
Oak Park Church, Calgary Church of Christ and friends from outside of our churches.    We are con-
sidering entering just a spring league next year or 
possibly just a few spring tournaments.     It makes 
for a few fun evenings out  with players, fans and 
family!   Consider joining us and look for infor-
mation to appear in the spring.    
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CHRONOLOGICAL  
BIBLE READERS by Kevin  Clark 
started January 1st, 2016 
This is a year long program of reading through the 
Bible chronologically, (in the approximate order 
that the events occurred), rather than from Gene-
sis through Revelations in the order of the books of 
the Bible. This is especially useful through the Old 
Testament to help understand the events that 
were occurring and the context that various proph-
ets, psalms and other writings were speaking 
through. Since we are well on through the reading 
for 2016 it would be difficult to join this group be-
fore the end of the year, however please contact 
Kevin Clark, 403-606-0110, if you have any interest 
or questions in reading for yourself. 
 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY by Marlene 
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m., starting mid September 
We will be studying from the book 'Word-filled 
Women's Ministry' by Gloria Furman & Kathleen 
Nielson.  This is not a study about women or pro-
grams but about the glory of God.  It is a resource 
for those who long to see the power of the gospel 
unleashed in their own lives, in the church and 
throughout the world. 
We meet on Thursday mornings in the Fireside 
Room at 9:30.  We welcome those who have been 
attending but also anyone who would like to study 
God's Word with a group of women. 

SUNDAY MORNING  
ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
10:10 a.m., starting September 11th, 2016 
Kevin Clark is presenting material from September 
to December during the Sunday morning adult Bi-
ble study. The class is designed for adults of all ag-
es post high school. The purpose of this particular 
class is to refine, and where necessary to re-focus, 
on the Object of our worship and devotion.. To ed-
ucate, to encourage, to stimulate thinking and to 
challenge the comfortable recesses of our faith.  
 
SUNDAY MORNING  
BIBLE STUDY ~  
CHRISTIAN BASICS 
10:10 a.m., starting September 11th, 2016 
Darcy and Hope will be hosting a small adult class 
for those who are new to their faith or would like a 
refresher in the Basics of Christianity.    This is ma-
terial that we have gone through over the summer 
and found it to be extremely encouraging to us, 
who have been Christians for over 25 years.    We 
hope to have some people join us who would like 
to make a greater commitment to Christ in their 
lives.     

 

    g r o w      

YOUTH ASSEMBLY by Jodie Rubel 
Youth Worship is held most Sundays during the second service from September to July and is for ages 4 to 
grade 4.  The program involves journeying through the bible over a 2 year period from Genesis to Revela-
tion.  We also focus on learning the books of the bible through the ‘66 Club’.  Children can become a mem-
ber by reciting all 66 books on their own, and they then receive a bible, Tim Horton’s gift card, and public 
recognition during the Sunday morning service.  The main focus of Youth Worship is music.  The children 
learn to share God’s love through singing, rhythm and the use of various basic instrumentation.  The children 
usually have opportunities to perform what they have learned during Sunday morning service, culminating 
in ‘Showcase Sunday’ held in June.  We are looking to expand the program into other areas such as drama, 
crafts and storytelling.  If you feel you have talent and passion for those things please contact Jodie Rubel or 
Dustin Lammiman. 
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MEMORY VERSE  

CHALLENGE by Kerri Nickel 
 
The Memory Verse Challenge is a program that will 
run for the next year and a half.  For the 2016-2017 
year, we will start memorizing verses on Septem-
ber 11th and go until June 11th, with check-in times 
available on all regular weekends.  Each week, we 
will have one focus verse to memorize.  For those 
who want to go a little more in-depth, there are 
adult and family devotional books available (“The 
Joshua Code” and “I Can Learn the Bible”) which 
participants can read at home during the week to 
help them think about the verse and memorize it.   
Volunteers will be available 10 minutes before and 
after both the first and second service times for 
participants to say their verses.  One of the great 
parts of this program is that we have sponsors in 
place who will be buying a Bible for someone in 
Canada or around the world for every single verse 
that is said.  Participants will be personally encour-
aged by memorizing scripture but will also be 
providing Bibles to many others in Canada and 
around the world!  The Memory Verse Challenge is 
for kids and adults alike, and you can still partici-
pate even if you are not following along in the de-
votional books. 
 
The Memory Verse Challenge needs you to partici-
pate!  Pick up an information handout from the 
Connection Centre and check the bulletin each 
week for reminders about the weekly memory 
verse.  If you have any questions, send an email to 
kerbear_cares@hotmail.com.  Also, we are eagerly 
looking for volunteers for the check-in times.  If we 
can find 16 volunteers for each service, you only 
will have to serve at check-in for two times during 
the year.  Please contact Kerri Nickel if you would 
be interested in serving in this way. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL by Linda Aasen 
10:10 a.m., starting September 11 
There are Sunday school classes for all children 
aged 0 to grade 6 from 10:10 to 10:50 every Sun-
day morning except on long weekends.  This is a 
great time for children to learn from God's word, 
memorize scripture and make new friends or 
strengthen existing friendships.   

YOUNG ADULTS by Dustin  
Our young adult life group meets on Monday eve-
nings from 7-9pm at various homes throughout the 
city. 
Spring Retreat – March or April. Every spring  
our young adults head out to the mountains  
for a weekend of relaxation, fellowship, and  
spiritual growth. 
Deeper Life Camp at Pine Lake Christian Camp  
in August. This camp is specifically designed  
for young adults to go deeper in their  
relationship with God. The weekend  
includes fellowship with other Christian  
young adults from around Western  
Canada, worship, speakers,  
and engaging activities.  

 

    g r o w      

mailto:kerbear_cares@hotmail.com
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BROWN BAG  
LUNCHES  
Each week throughout the school year 
we prepare lunches for hungry kids in 
Calgary.  The need for lunches has in-
creased greatly this year up  700 children 
city wide.   We currently assist with Run-
dle Elementary (7 lunches a day) and Dis-
covery School (5 lunches a day).   We are 
given gift cards, through corporate dona-
tions, that we use to purchase supplies 
and we rely on volunteers to make the 
lunches.    We could always use more 
people on this team and hope that you 
will consider joining us in this initiative.    
 

 
FEEDING THE  
HUNGRY 
Isaiah 58:6-7 

We began a project in February 2016 of 
connecting with the people that come to 
our door for food, particularly those that 
are homeless.   We have had roughly 25 
men and women sit down to have lunch 
with us every week during the last 6.5 
months.   Some of these we have made a 
wonderful connection with and some of 
them have just been passing through.   
We have been encouraged by God to 
continue this  ministry as we feed HIS 
people and watch HIM work in their lives.   
Feel free to join us in preparing a meal 
for this group.  You will be blessed and 
encouraged as you share a meal with 
these people.    We have an ongoing sign 
up sheet available in the auditorium.   

 
 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
For the last three years, we have made Christmas 
Hampers for people recommended to us in our 
neighbourhood.    We post items in November that 
people are able to purchase for particular families.  
These are brought to the building by December 
18th when we have a wrapping and organizing par-
ty.     These gifts are delivered the week before 
Christmas and the families that God has provided 
for us to serve are always overwhelming grateful.     
Watch for details for you to participate in Novem-
ber.    

CLOTHING GIVEAWAY 
October 22 and April, 9:00 a.m. 
For 25 years we have hosted a Clothing Giveaway.   
Members are encouraged to donate any good, un-
used clothing and volunteers sort out tables and 
tables of clothes that are given away on a Saturday 
morning.    Setup begins on Thursday evening with 
a potluck and it is a fun, energetic time of laughter 
and fellowship.  The fun continues on Friday with 
more setup and organizing and then we open our 
doors on Saturday morning to a flood of people 
coming to get some much needed clothing.      
Cleanup is usually done by 11:00 a.m. on Saturday 
with very little being taken away  at the end. 



  

s

e

r
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e   

  

_________________________________________________ 

“No, this is the kind of fasting I 
want:  Free those who are wrong-
ly imprisoned; lighten the burden 
of those who work for you.   Let 
the oppressed go free, and re-
move the chains that bind people.   
Share your food with the hungry, 
and give shelter to the homeless. 
Give clothes to those who need 
them, and do not hide from rela-
tives who need your help.”  

Isaiah 58:6-7 
__________________________________________________ 
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IGNITE FUNDRAISERS 
To prepare for their trip to Estonia, our teens 
spend three years raising funds.   Two significant 
ways that they do this are: 
 

Fireside Café – Almost every Sunday you will find 

teens and their families at the Fireside Café serving 
you coffee and tea and goodies that they donated.   
All the proceeds of this Café go towards their Over-
seas Mission Trip, described above.    Generally 
$5500 is raised over the three years.    Come and 
purchase a coffee for you or a newcomer today 
and help support our teens! 

 

Garage Sale – The teens, with the wonderful help 

of Mike Muirhead, host a garage sale every year.   
Members donated items they are no longer using 
and our gym is FILLED with many, many items, 
which are sold for a very reasonable price.     Thank 
you to our church family for being so supportive of 
our teens over the years.   We often raise $2500 a 
year from the garage sale. 

 
LADIES BRUNCH / 
HOSPITALITY SERVICE 
October 1, 10:00 a.m. 
All ladies are invited to join us for a wonderful 
brunch celebrating fall.    This year includes mean-
ingful conversation, prizes, and a chance to sign up 
to help with one (or more) of our hospitality 
events.    We have a large variety of events that 
happen throughout the year—from sharing muffins 
in between services on long weekends, to taking 
meals to those who are ill, to making lunches for 
hungry school kids and feeding the homeless.    You 
are welcome to come to the brunch even if you are 
unable to sign up for anything; it is a great chance 
to spend time together.   Please watch your mail 
folder for  more details.     

FRIENDSPEAK by Myles Rippenhagen 
FriendSpeak is a ministry that pairs up our mem-
bers with people in our community who wish to 
practice their conversational English with  some-
one who is fluent. It is a great way to serve our 
community, build friendships and share God's 
Word with others. Our FriendSpeak ministry grew 
out of a desire to find a more effective way to 
reach the people of Marlborough. This particular 
way of serving is an especially good match for our 
congregation because of the large number of immi-
grants in our area. So far we have had an excellent 
response from the community and from our mem-
bers who participate in FriendSpeak. There are sev-
eral who now attend our services because they 
first got to know someone through FriendSpeak 
and one of our readers was baptized into Christ 
this summer. We believe that this is just the begin-
ning of what God plans for this ministry. We are 
looking to expand the number of people involved 
in running and participating in this exciting ministry 
so please let us know if you have an interest in this 
area. All necessary training will be provided. 

PLAN TO PROTECT by Dustin 
October 2, 12:30 p.m. 
We will be hosting a refresher / training session for 
all of our people who serve with children.  This will 
include all parents whose children attend youth 
assembly.   It is a requirement we need to meet for 
our insurance to be valid.  We encourage you to 
attend; it will only be 30 minutes long and child-
care will be provided.    Please watch the bulletin 
for more details closer to the day. 

   s e r v e     

_________________________________________________ 

“Seek the Kingdom of God above 
all else, and live righteously, and 
he will give you everything you 
need.”                    Matthew 6:33 
_________________________________________________ 
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I G N I T E  
Our Ignite group is for youth in grades 7-12 and 
meets weekly on Friday evenings at the church 
building from 7-9pm. Most evenings include 
games, snacks, and biblical teaching through small 
group discussion. These small groups are a rela-
tional environment intentionally created to disciple 
our teens. In addition to our weekly gatherings we 
also offer Sunday morning classes (at 10:10am) for 
both Jr. High and High School students, and there 
are several special events we participate in 
throughout the year: 
 

Fall Campout – September 16-18. Each year we 

kick things off with a weekend of camping together 
in the mountains. This is a big weekend for us as it 
sets the tone for the year and it really does a lot to 
initiate and develop relationships. We are able to 
establish a focus for the year and get everyone re-
ally excited for our weekly gatherings. 
 

PYPA – October 14-16. PYPA is a youth conference 

that takes place every fall, usually at a church in 
Calgary. The weekend features worship, speakers, 
and a variety of fun activities. Most of the churches 
that attend are from the Restoration Movement 
(Church of Christ/Christian Church) and our youth 
are able to build relationships with Christians from 
other congregations throughout the year at this 
and other events (Pine Lake, Emerge, etc). 
 

Operation Backpack – Every November our 

youth donate money and use it to buy supplies to 
fill backpacks which are given to homeless youth in 
Calgary. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fire & Ice – Tentative dates: February 10-12, 

2017. Fire & Ice is our annual winter retreat at Pine 
Lake Christian Camp near Red Deer. A great week-
end of community building and spiritual growth. 
Although it’s cold, the teens absolutely love it and 
have a blast taking a bus to camp, having giant 
campfires, playing tons of games and playing in the 
snow. 
 

Emerge – Early March. Emerge is a youth confer-

ence and the open house weekend for Alberta Bi-
ble College, which takes place every March in Cal-
gary. It is similar to PYPA. 
 

Spring Mission Trip – Every spring we plan to go 

on a short mission trip (weekend) in Western Cana-
da. This is a great opportunity for our teens to 
learn about service and to go on a road trip where 
they can build meaningful relationships with other 
teens in the church and youth leaders. 
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Overseas Mission Trip – June/July 2017. Every 

3 years, our youth are given an opportunity to go 
on an overseas mission trip to Estonia. The trip is 
for those who are in grades 10-12. This means each 
teen will get the opportunity to go on an overseas 
mission trip once during their involvement in Ig-
nite. The last trip was 2 weeks long and was in late 
June and early July. The first week was spent volun-
teering in a youth camp and the second week in-
volved running kid’s and youth programs at a local 
church. These programs gave the opportunity for 
our teens to share their faith and to help connect 
youth to the local Church. The teens raised money 
and trained together for about 8 months prior to 
going on the trip. 
 

Pine Lake Christian Camp – July. Every summer 

we encourage our teens to attend camp at Pine 
Lake Christian Camp near Red Deer. Teens from 
likeminded churches around the province attend 
this camp. Camp is a great time for building rela-
tionships, discipleship, and spiritual growth. It can 
be truly life changing. This past year we had 5 stu-
dents attend High School Camp, 9 attend Jr. High 
Camp, and 3 High School students returned for the 
Leader in Training (LIT) program and to volunteer 
at various camps. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

_______________________________________ 

Don’t let anyone look 
down on you because 
you are young, but 
set an example for 
the believers in 
speech, in conduct, in 
love, in faith and in 
purity.  

1 Timothy 4:12 
_______________________________________ 
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SUMMARY OF SERVING OPPORTUNITIES & CONTACTS 
We would love to have you serve with us and contribute to lightning the load for all.    Your service is 
invaluable and necessary to the expansion of the Kingdom of God.   Please give one of us a call today! 

     s e r v e     

Ministry Contact Name Contact Email Contact Phone # 

Adult Teaching Kelly Carter Kelly@calgarycofc.com 403-272-2111 

Audio/Visual Jonathan Straker jonathan@calgarycofc.com 403-272-2111 

Brown Bag Lunches Hope Pawlak hope@calgarycofc.com 403-272-2111 

Christmas Hampers Hope Pawlak hope@calgarycofc.com 403-272-2111 

Clothing Giveaway June Reid junereid@shaw.ca 403-249-2513 

Connection Team Jonathan Straker jonathan@calgarycofc.com 403-272-2111 

Feeding the Hungry Hope Pawlak hope@calgarycofc.com 403-272-2111 

FriendSpeak Myles Rippenhagen friendspeak@calgarycofc.com 403-249-8861 

Kids Activity Packs Hope Pawlak hope@calgarycofc.com 403-993-0368 

Life Groups Michael Coghlin jmichaelcoghlin@gmail.com 403-467-9132 

Memory Verse  
Challenge 

Kerri Nickel Kerbear_cares@hotmai.com 403-851-5679 

Moms and Tots Kerri Nickel kerbear_cares@hotmail.com 403-851-5679 

Praise Team Jonathan Straker jonathan@calgarycofc.com 403-272-2111 

Sunday School Linda Aasen  linda.aasen@shaw.ca 403-241-1381 

Sunday School Robin Carter kelly-robincarter@shaw.ca 403-366-7637 

Welcome Lunches Hope Pawlak hope@calgarycofc.com 403-272-2111 

Worship Services Jonathan Straker jonathan@calgarycofc.com 403-272-2111 

Youth Assembly Dustin Lammiman dustin@calgarycofc.com 403-272-2111 
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**Please note that these dates may change over the year and you will need to keep up-to-date with the 

bulletin for accurate dates.    

SEPTEMBER 
9   Ignite Starts 
11  Fall Launch—Two Services Begin 
11 Youth Assembly Planning Meeting 
16-18   Teen Retreat 
18 Elsie Harrington’s 80th Potluck 
21 Moms & Tots Begin on Wed 
22  Ladies Class Begins on Thursdays 
23  SPARK begins, 7-9 p.m.  
25 Welcome Lunch/Connection Team Meeting 
  

 OCTOBER 
1 Ladies Brunch 
2 Plan to Protect Meeting (30 minutes) 
9 Thanksgiving, No Classes, Muffin Time 
14-16 Men’s Retreat 
14-16 PYPA 
21  SPARK, 7-9 p.m.  
22 Clothing Exchange 
  

NOVEMBER 
6  International Potluck 
18 SPARK, 7-9 p.m. OPERATION SHOEBOX 
20  Posting of Christmas Hamper Items 
20 Souper Sunday 
  

DECEMBER 
9 SPARK, 7-9 p.m.  Christmas Party 
11  Last Day of Bible Classes 
11 Jay Don Presents Ukraine Missions 
18 Christmas Hamper Wrapping / Party 
25  Christmas Day Service 
  

JANUARY  
1 New Year’s Day 
8  Bible Classes Resume 
22 Annual General Meeting , 10:10 a.m. 
29 Youth Led Worship? 

 FEBRUARY 
10-12 Fire & Ice 
18 Free Ice Fishing Day 
19  No Sunday School Classes, Brunch 
 

MARCH 
TBA Emerge 
24-26 Young Adult Retreat 
TBA ABC to Lead Worship 
  

APRIL 
TBA Ladies Special Tea 
16  Easter Sunday—Muffin Time 
TBA  Clothing Exchange 
  

MAY 
TBA Spring Mission Trip  
14 Mother’s Day 
21 No Sunday School Classes 
  

JUNE 
TBA Women’s Retreat 
3  Garage Sale 
4  Grad Banquet 
10  Serve Day 
TBA Church Picnic 
18  Father’s Day 
18  Showcase Sunday  
25  One Service Begins 
  

JULY 
TBA  Estonia Mission Trip 
8 Free Fishing Day 
9 Stampede Breakfast 
All Pine Lake Camps 

 

 y e a r l y  c a l e n d a r  
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 s t a y  u p - t o - d a t e  

FOLLOW US 
Web 

www.calgarycofc.com 
 

Blog 

www.calgarycofcblog.wordpress.com 
 

Instagram   @calgarycofc 
 

Facebook     

Calgary Church of Christ 
 

App 

ChurchLink 

Our app contains details for all of our events  

as well as holds sermons, prayer lists and pictures!  
 

Weekly Email 

Contains the most comprehensive information. 

Contact the office to get on the list. 

Calgary Church of Christ 
4030 Maryvale Drive NE  Calgary, AB   T2A 2S8 

403-272-2111     info@calgarycofc.com       

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Onsite wifi password:  romans814 

 

Elders 
Steve Aasen,  Francis Fasuba,  Wayne McKeage,  Myles Rippenhagen 

 

Staff Contacts 
 Kelly Carter        Jonathan Straker        Dustin Lammiman             Hope Pawlak 

Lead Minister             Associate Minister            Youth & Young Adult Minister       Admin Assistant 

  

Sunday Morning Schedule:   
First Service (Instrumental)   -   8:50 a.m.       Bible Classes.   -  10:10 a.m.     Second Service (A cappella)   -  11:10 a.m. 

PANTRY GROCERY LIST 
We would love to have your continued help in 

keeping our pantry stocked.  So many people need 

our help and this is an easy way to help out!   

When you are shopping, please buy any of the fol-

lowing: 

 

Cereal, Pancake Mix, Syrup, Oats, Peanut Butter 

Mac & Cheese, Canned Ham, Canned Beans, Tuna 

Mayo, Canned Veggies, Rice, Canned Mushrooms, 

Canned Potatoes, Canned Tomatoes, Pasta Sauce, 

Pasta of any kind, Cake Mix, Jello or Pudding, Soup 

Canned Fruit, Soup Crackers, Ichiban Noodles,  

Granola Bars, Cup of Soup, Tuna Snacks,  

Canned Weiners, Ravioli, Small Bags of Chips 

Toothpaste, Hand Soap, Toilet Paper 


